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C S Lewis book by Alister McGrath is a 'wardrobe door'
into Lewis
This book is a highly readable and well-researched study. I was constantly wishing it could be twice as long, to give us more detail and
background! Happily, there is more material – in McGrath's academic
Lewis study The Intellectual World of C. S. Lewis. Unlike most earlier
biographers of Lewis, McGrath is too young to have known Lewis as
an adult, so he can develop a more dispassionate balance. He also
avoids speculation – this is an evidence-based biography using detailed study of published or public sources, He has chronologically
crosschecked the relatively recent Collected Letters of C. S. Lewis
with the rest of Lewis’s timeline and all his published books, leading
to an interesting new discovery.
Fifty years after his death, C. S. Lewis continues to inspire and fascinate millions. His legacy remains varied and vast. He was a towering
intellectual figure, a popular fiction author who inspired a global movie franchise around the world of Narnia, and an atheist-turnedChristian thinker.
In C.S. Lewis―A Life, Alister McGrath, prolific author and respected
professor at King’s College of London, paints a definitive portrait of
the life of C. S. Lewis. After thoroughly examining recently published
Lewis correspondence, Alister challenges some of the previously
held beliefs about the exact timing of Lewis’s shift from atheism to
theism and then to Christianity. He paints a portrait of an eccentric
thinker who became an inspiring, though reluctant, prophet for our
times.
You won’t want to miss this fascinating portrait
of a creative genius who inspired generations.

Covid - 19 Update
In response to the Arch Bishops’ request that Churches remain open
for private prayer, St Johns with St Mary’s will be open at the
following times for private silent prayer but please note that there
will be no worship or services within either church for the
foreseeable future:
Thursday mornings 10.00am – 11.00am St John’s
Sunday mornings 10.00am – 12 noon St John’s
Tuesday evenings 6.30pm – 7.00pm St Mary’s
Also
Weekdays 5.00pm—6.00pm St John’s
We are asking for volunteers to open up the church at these times,
and we stress that the request is for opening and closing the church
at these times only – whilst you are within the church you are advised
not to engage with any visitors and that all folk are strongly advised to
keep a sensible distance apart from each other. – if you feel able to
volunteer please contact the Parish Office.
We also advise you that ALL church groups are cancelled until further
notice, this is with immediate effect and includes the two remaining
Lent Groups.
We are also looking for volunteers to deputise for Church Officers
should any of our officers become unable to fulfil their duties through
illness, again please contact the Parish Office to volunteer.
The Parish Office remains open as per usual but you are asked not to
visit in person but to use the telephone and email to contact The
Parish Administrator.
The Parish Office is the main point of contact and any information will
be disseminated from there to the Clergy and the Church Wardens.
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CANDLELIT CHRISTIAN MEDITATION

For over 30 years, a small group have been meeting every
Monday for a Candlelit Meditation at the Quaker Meeting
House, Sussex Wharf, in Devizes, Our door is open from
6.15pm.
We begin promptly at 6.30pm with a short reading, followed by
20 minutes of silent meditation, then close with a short piece of
music and leave at 7pm.
We meet every Monday except Bank Holidays.
We warmly welcome anyone who would care to join us.
For further information please phone
Juliet Gravina 828292.
This group is affiliated to the World Community for Christian
Meditation (WCCM)

Shakespeare made sure that nobody would forget St. George, and has
King Henry V finishing his pre-battle speech with the famous phrase, ‘Cry
God for Harry, England and St. George!’
King Henry himself, who was both warlike and devout, was thought by
his followers to possess many of the saint’s
characteristics.
In England St. George’s Day is celebrated,
and his flag flown, on his feast day, April 23rd.
An interesting piece of trivia –
Shakespeare was born on or around St.
George’s Day 1564, and if the story is to be
believed, died on St. George’s Day 1616.
An appropriate end perhaps for the man who
helped to immortalise the Saint in English
tradition.
And yet another interesting piece of trivia – for over 300 years the Patron
Saint of England was actually an Englishman, St. Edmund, or Edmund
the Martyr, the Anglo-Saxon King of East Anglia.
Edmund fought alongside King Alfred of Wessex against the
pagan Viking and Norse invaders until 869/70 when his forces were
defeated.
Edmund was captured and ordered to renounce his faith and share
power with the Norsemen, but he refused.

Edmund was bound to a tree and used as target practice by the Viking
bowmen before being beheaded.
St. Edmund’s Day is still celebrated on 20th November, particulary by the
good East Anglian (Angles) people of Suffolk “south folk”.

4
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Who was St. George, and what did he do to become
England’s Patron Saint?
Very little is known about St. George’s life, but it is thought he was a
high ranking officer in the Roman army who was killed in around AD
303.
It seems that the Emperor Diocletian had St. George tortured to
make him deny his faith in Christ. However despite some of the most
terrible torture even for that time, St George showed incredible
courage and faith and was finally beheaded near Lydda in Palestine.
His head was later taken to Rome where it was interred in the church
dedicated to him.
Stories of his strength and courage soon spread throughout Europe.
The best-known story about St. George is his fight with a dragon, but
it is highly unlikely that he ever fought a dragon, and even more
unlikely that he ever visited England, however his name was known
there as early as the eighth-century.
In the Middle Ages the dragon was commonly used to represent the
Devil. Unfortunately the many legends connected with St. George’s
name are fictitious, and the slaying of the ‘Dragon’ was first credited
to him in the 12th century.
St. George, so the story goes, killed a dragon on the flat topped
Dragon Hill in Uffington, Berkshire, and it is said that no grass grows
where the dragon’s blood trickled down!

THE ARCHDEACON OF WILTS IS BACK IN THE WATER.
After raising more than more than £1,400 for the spinal injuries charity
Aspire last year, Archdeacon Sue Groom now plans to swim FOUR
TIMES AS FAR.
In a bid to raise even more money for the charity, Sue will swim 6km
along the River Arun in Sussex in one go on 5 September.
Last year, our Aquadeacon "swam the channel" in a series of shorter
swims in pools and the sea to raise the money, but this September
she will try a single long sponsored swim.
Sue says:
"In February 2019 I had a hip replacement, which was wonderful, but
this was followed by 4 months of severe sciatica.
"Nevertheless I managed to swim 100 miles in lakes and pools in 14
weeks to raise more than £1,400 for Aspire by Christmas. This year I
want to continue raising money for this amazing charity, which
supports people with spinal injuries.
"Last month I spent a week in Lanzarote on an intensive swimming
course with Olympian and Commonwealth champion James Goddard.
He worked us hard but also gave lots of encouragement. I now realise
how much preparation I am going to have to put in for this year’s
swim!
"So, my swimming challenge for 2020 is to swim 6km, that's 4 miles
along the River Arun in one go on Sunday 6th September, and that's
nearly 4 times the distance of my longest single swim so far!
"If you can sponsor me for this very good cause, I would be very
grateful."

It was probably the 12th century Crusaders however who first
invoked his name as an aid in battle.
King Edward III made him the Patron Saint of England when he
formed the Order of the Garter in St. George’s name in 1350, and
the cult of the Saint was further advanced by King Henry V, at the
battle of Agincourt in northern France.
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https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sue-groom3
5

Omnes ad Unum are looking for two kind volunteers to
run the St John’s Cake Stall at the Michaelmas Fayre
on 24th October
If you can help please contact:
Marjie Pook: marjiepook@gmail.com / 727967
………………………………………………………………………………...

Annual Parochial Church Meeting
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting takes place on
Sunday 19 April at 12 noon.
We need to elect: 4 Churchwardens, 3 PCC members
and 3 Deanery Synod members, 3 representatives to
Churches Together in Devizes.
There are forms on the table in the cross aisle in
church. Please consider carefully whether you could
serve in this way.
To nominate people, you must be on the Electoral Roll.
6
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Churches Working Together
Are you interested in working with other
churches in the town?
Devizes has a wide variety of religious groups – Baptists, Methodists
and United Reformed, Roman Catholics, Religious Society of
Friends as well as three Church of England churches.
Several significant and valued initiatives, such as Open Doors,
The Foodbank, Open the Book and the Child Contact Centre are
all linked to Churches Together in Devizes. There are also regular
events such as Lent lunches, the Good Friday service in the Market
Place, Summer Holiday club, Songs of Praise and Carol Singing.
Churches Together in Devizes has been reviewing their activities
over the last four years and recently carried out a survey of church
members. This showed that the vast majority value learning from one
another’s church traditions, meeting Christians from other churches,
worshipping and praying together.
A majority also recognised the need to work together as Christians to
bless our local community and meet the real needs of those living in
Devizes.
After the survey a recent meeting of the C.T.D. Forum decided to
take a completely fresh look at what they do and why they do it. It
was felt that its activities have very little noticeable impact upon the
wider Devizes community of non-churchgoers.
St John’s needs to be part of future planning of how Churches
Together in Devizes reaches the real needs of those living in the
town as well as joining together in worshipping and praying together.
Please consider being one of our church representatives on this
group of Christians working together. Your main task would be to
attend three meetings a year and communicate between C.T.D. and
our church.

The Head Chorister writes…..
Being Head Chorister at St. John’s is extremely
rewarding; having the opportunity to be in a position of
leadership when I am just 16 is invaluable life
experience. I love being able to help younger members of
the choir develop their musical ability whilst spurring
older ones on to doing solos and awards.
As well as seeing choristers develop and mature, as
Head Chorister I have a fair amount of responsibility
towards every member of the choir. I have to be the
bridge between the adults and children and make sure
everyone’s on the same page (both literally and
figuratively!). Thankfully we are a fantastic unit and
everyone gets along amazingly especially in stressful
situations or when the choir goes on tour to cathedrals
which is always great fun.
It has been challenging to take everyone’s advice
onboard and decide what is best for the choir, but
ultimately it is essential that everyone learns how to
make tough decisions, in preparation for the working
world and positions of responsibility, and that is why
being part of something so special is a fantastic way to
come together as young people and Christians.
Belinda

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 19 April is the place where
representatives will be elected. Please think about joining David
Evans who is the sole representative from our church at present.
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Journeying through Holy Week
From Palm Sunday to Easter Day, the Church celebrates the heart of
the Christian faith and story – not just remembering, but re-living the
passion and resurrection of Jesus. The Holy Week liturgies are
different from those of any other time in the year. Here’s a guide to
the main services to which all are invited …
On Palm Sunday we commemorate Jesus’ triumphal entry to
Jerusalem: seated on a donkey, with crowds singing Hosanna and
throwing down palm branches to welcome their Messiah. We too
carry palms and sing as we walk from Bethphage (here, St Mary’s
churchyard) to Jerusalem (St John’s Church). Then the rejoicing
becomes more sober, as we hear the whole of the Passion Gospel
(this year, from St Matthew) and commence our Holy Week by
sharing in Communion. We can join too in daily services at St John’s
or St Mary’s until …
Maundy Thursday: ‘maundy’ comes from the Latin mandatum,
meaning ‘command’. For it was on this evening that Jesus gave his
friends the ‘new commandment … to love one another as I have
loved you’. This he demonstrated by acting as the slave, washing
their feet; and in many places, as at St John’s, that action is literally
repeated by the priest washing the people’s feet. On the evening of
the last supper of Jesus before his death, the feast of his Body and
Blood is celebrated with extra splendour this evening: white
vestments used for the only time in Lent. But the supper was followed
by Jesus’ agony and arrest; so at the end of the Eucharist the
Blessed Sacrament is taken to the ‘altar of repose’, decorated with
flowers and lights to represent the garden of Gethsemane, where a
vigil of prayer is kept. The rest of the church is stripped of all
ornament and left bare for …
Good Friday, when we hear again the story of Christ’s passion and
death, this time from St John’s Gospel. This is followed by ‘the
Proclamation of the Cross’ in both music and ritual, as the bare cross
is carried into the centre of the church and all are invited to reverence
through its wood the self-giving love of Christ. Kneeling before the
cross, the Church prays for the whole world for which he died, and
the liturgy concludes with Communion from the Sacrament reserved
the previous evening. As on Holy Saturday Jesus’ body rests in the
tomb, all remains still until …
8

Mothers’ Union
April 1st

Speaker Andy Geddes
former Mayor of Devizes

For more details please contact Juliet Bazeley 829610
***

Regular Events
First Sunday of each month:
Fairtrade stall in church after the 10.30am service
Tuesdays
9.30am to 11.30am
Mums and Toddlers meet in the Parish Rooms
7.15pm for 7.30pm (third Tuesday in every month)
Reflection in St John’s
Details from Judy Bridger (724625)
Wednesdays
2.30pm (first Wednesday of the month)
Mothers’ Union meets in the Parish Rooms
Details from Juliet Bazeley (829610)
Thursdays
7.30pm
Bell Ringing Practice
Details from Liz Merritt (726767)

Fridays

Choir Practice
7.00pm Junior Choir
7.45pm Full Practice (ends 8.30pm)
Details from Chris Totney (01672 562886)
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Parish Office Opening

Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Fri, 10.00am -12 noon
CLOSED: Tues,Thurs, Sat, Sun
724389 or email admin@stjohnwithstmary org.uk with enquiries

Parish Magazine
Copy deadline for the May issue of the parish magazine to
The Parish Office by Monday 13th April

The Easter Vigil: this originated as an all-night vigil of readings and
prayer until dawn on the first day of the week, when those who had
spent Lent preparing to join the Church were baptised and the first
Eucharist of Easter was celebrated. These days the vigil is usually
much shorter and begins either before dawn on Sunday or (as here)
after sunset on Saturday. It is the most dramatic service of the whole
year. In darkness, readings from the Old Testament trace the story of
creation, liberation and the hope of resurrection. Then a new fire is
kindled outside the building, and from it is lit the large Easter (or
Paschal) Candle, marked with symbols to represent the risen Christ.
The deacon carries the candle into the church, singing ‘The light of
Christ’; and from it all light their own candles – so that the church is
filled with light as the ancient Easter song of praise Exsultet is sung
and the Easter gospel read. Then water is blessed for baptism (in
many parts of the early Church, Easter was the only day of the year
for baptism), and even if no-one is to be baptised all are invited to
renew their baptism promises. This leads into the first Eucharist of
Easter, beginning the fifty days of celebration that last to the feast of
Pentecost.
And why journey so deliberately through this Holy Week? What are
all these vivid liturgies for? Simply to open all our hearts and minds,
our hands and feet, to live the way of Jesus more alertly.

Website

The Revd Canon Chris Burdon

www.stjohnwithstmary.org.uk

The views expressed in this magazine are those of individual
contributors. They do not necessarily represent the official views of
the staff and PCC of the parish or of the diocese of Salisbury. The
editor reserves the right to select or edit material submitted for
publication.
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Bishop Nicholas is attempting to go plastic free for Lent.
Talking about his Lenten pledge, the Bishop said:
"This Lent I am going to try to be plastic free for 40 days.
"I have got my bamboo toothbrush and bar of soap but
it’s already feeling complicated and I know I will fail.
"My fountain pen is filled with ink but I type this letter on a
plastic keyboard.”
"If I am coming back to Salisbury on an evening train I
sometimes buy a bean and nut salad, just the sort of food
we are supposed to eat. It comes in a plastic box with a
wooden fork and symbolizes the muddle we are in as we
try to do our best in God’s good world.
"What I am aiming for is really a bit of self-education and
I’ll try to ensure others learn with me by the occasional
blog and a few interviews with Tim Daykin on BBC Radio
Solent."

……………………………………………………………..
Do not abandon yourselves to despair.
We are the Easter people and hallelujah is our
song.

If you are joining Bishop Nicholas and trying to give up
plastic, or giving up something else, or taking something
on this Lent, we want to hear from you.
Let us know how you are getting on at #dosalgiveup
or email us.

Pope John Paul II
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