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The Waterways Chaplaincy Needs
You...
Are you a good listener and able to walk a mile a week along a waterway? Then the Waterways Chaplaincy might be something for you.
The Waterways Chaplaincy is seeking volunteer chaplains, especially
around Devizes given our importance to the canal network. You won’t
need a boat but it might be an excuse to give the dog a walk!
As well as boaters, the communities on our waterways include walkers, cyclists, holidaymakers, canoeists, the homeless, anglers, Canal
and River Trust staff and volunteers, as well as the businesses who
serve all these groups.

The Waterways Chaplaincy is an ecumenical ministry that is all about
listening to and supporting those who benefit from and use our inland
waterways. Volunteers come from a diversity of Christians traditions,
and are both lay and ordained. Some have a background in boating,
while others had no previous experience of canals or rivers. Volunteer chaplains are supported by experienced Senior Chaplains who
provide training, mentoring,
and prayer.
The Christian ministry of a volunteer Waterways Chaplain is
to be pastorally proactive and
spiritually reactive in the boating community. They work to
build up relationships and be a
listening ear supportive of and
encouraging of all. They support people of all faiths and
none and are happy to discuss
spiritual and practical matters if
invited to do so.

Back in the water…
This third lockdown will mean three months without a swim – that’s
the longest time I’ve gone without a swim for more than two decades! I
am desperate to get back in the water, so desperate in fact that I’ve got
my garden pool out and I’ve been getting in it for 10-12 minutes at a
time to get acclimatised to the cold water (8-10 degrees) so that I can
jump into a lake for a swim when they open on 29th March.
To give myself something to aspire to I’ve signed up for another
sponsored swim for Aspire – the charity that supports people with
spinal cord injuries. You can learn about some of those who have been
helped by Aspire here: https://www.aspire.org.uk/Blogs/stories/
Category/stories The swim I have signed up for this year is to swim
across the Solent from Stokes Bay to Ryde Sands on the Isle of Wight
on 4th September. The swim is 2.5 – 3 miles depending on the tide.
And that is the challenge for me – I’ve done hardly any swimming in
the sea, apart from paddling on holiday as a child. Some days I am
really looking forward to it, other days I wonder what on earth I have
let myself in for. I’ve set myself the target of raising another £1,000 for
Aspire. Please sponsor me if you can here: https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sue-groom4
To give myself the opportunity of a sea swim before the big day, I’ve
also signed up for the Bournemouth Pier to Pier swim on 3rd July.
That is about 1.4 miles and should give me an idea of what the longer
swim across the Solent might be like. The Bournemouth Pier to Pier
swim is in aid of the British Heart Foundation so if you would prefer to
sponsor me for that swim, you can donate here: https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sue-groombhf I am aiming to raise
£250 for the BHF.

Being a volunteer Chaplain is
challenging, rewarding but never dull. It is very humbling to be granted the opportunity to serve Christ in this way.
If you would like to find out more, have a look at the Waterways
Chaplaincy video at www.bit.ly/WaterwaysChaplaincy or visit their
website at www.waterwayschaplaincy.org.uk. You can contact the
Rev’d Sarah Hayes, the lead Waterways Chaplain for the South sarah.hayes@workplacematters.org.uk or 07878 455 644.
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I have really enjoyed spending more time with the congregation of St
John and St Mary over the last few months and I hope that I will be
able to get to know you better in person over the next few months until
we find the right Rector for the parish.
With my love and prayers,
Ven Dr Sue Groom
Archdeacon of Wilts
3

PCC Membership as at APCM—25th October 2020
Clergy: Gerry Lynch
Churchwardens
Jane Scorer (Lay Vice Chair)
Bob Simpson
Peter Crofts
Deanery Synod
Catherine Brown
David Evans
Peter Crofts
Members
Judy Bridger
Becky Edgington (Treas.)
Richard Evans (Churchwarden Emeritus)
Alan Martin ( H & S)
Liz Overthrow (Sec.)
Karen Pugh
Stephanie Williams

So perhaps folly is to be cherished and celebrated. Perhaps those
solemn days at the beginning of this April are indeed a Feast of Fools.
The Christian East celebrates some eccentric saints as ‘fools in Christ’,
and in the West the poor man of Assisi, brother Francis, plays a similar
role. Like the licensed fools in traditional royal courts and in many of
Shakespeare’s plays, such saints can speak the direct truth that often
gets entangled and lost in ‘wise’ power games.
One of the wisest people who ever lived was the cosmopolitan
Renaissance scholar Desiderius Erasmus. His most famous work was
called The Praise of Folly. It’s a serious joke; an extended satire of the
scholars, rulers, lawyers and churchmen of his time, placed on the lips of
the goddess Folly. Folly praises herself as one who brings far more
happiness to humanity than does any learning or wisdom. And in the
final section, she delights in a highly serious presentation of ‘the Christian
Fool’:
‘No people seem to act more foolishly than those who have been
truly possessed with Christian piety. They give away whatever is
theirs; they overlook injuries, allow themselves to be cheated,
make no distinction between friends and enemies, shun pleasure,
and feast on hunger, vigils, tears, labours, and scorn. … What is
this, if not to be mad? … The happiness of Christians, which they
seek with so much toil, is nothing but a kind of madness and folly.’
Amen to that, and to an extended All Fools’ Day and a joyful Easter!

Christopher Burdon

Co-opted
Chris Cox (L.L.M.)
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In Praise of Folly
1st

Maundy Thursday,
April … it seems a rather unfortunate
coincidence this year, to be celebrating the day of folly and
practical jokes just as we enter the three solemn days at the heart of
the Christian story.
But as we hear and visualise the trajectory of those days, moving
with Jesus from upper room to garden, from tribunal to cross to
tomb, we might in all the solemnity perceive also a story of folly:
the folly of the disciples, who ran away in confusion;
the folly of Jesus himself, who with a bit more compromise and
courtesy could have escaped his unjust fate;
the folly of the priests and governor, who failed to recognise the
Wisdom and the Son of God;
and even what St Paul called the foolishness of God himself.
After so many centuries when Christianity has been established in
Europe and moulded our culture and education, we can easily miss
seeing how profoundly odd and scandalous its gospel is. The
teaching of Jesus, the resurrection of the dead, the glory of the
cross: none of this fits comfortably with the wisdom of the world. It is
hardly a reasonable religion.

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting takes place on
Sunday 25 April at 12 noon.
Please ask Liz Overthrow 01380722404 /
liz-overthrow@btinternet.com for a form to nominate
churchwardens and PCC members for election at this meeting.
We have three vacancies on the PCC and we have a vacancy for
four Churchwardens.
Please consider carefully whether you could serve in this way.
We need YOU.
#############################
REVISION OF THE ELECTORAL ROLL
The Electoral Roll is to be revised and presented at the Annual
Parochial Church Meeting on Sunday 25 April.

If you are already on the Roll you need do nothing, but if you
would like to become a member of the Electoral Roll please
contact The Parish Office 013820 724389 /
admin@stjohnwithstmary.org.uk

This was borne in powerfully on St Paul. ‘Hasn’t God made foolish the
wisdom of the world?’ he asks his followers in Corinth. For his gospel
was centred on the crucified Messiah, a sign of weakness and folly
to seekers of power and wisdom. It was shared among uneducated,
uninfluential people and slaves: a little further on in the same letter,
Paul boldly asserts that ‘God chose what is foolish in the world to
shame the wise … what is weak in the world to shame the strong.’

Only members of the Electoral Roll are able to vote for members
of the Parochial Church Council and Deanery Synod at the
Annual Parochial Church Meeting.

And ironically this divine folly of the cross becomes for him ‘Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God’. It is worth reading slowly the
first two chapters of 1 Corinthians to see how audacious is Paul’s
argument. And then worth setting them beside the words of Jesus
himself: ’those who want to save their life [or ‘soul’] will lose it, and
those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the good
news, will save it’.

The Electoral Roll Officer is Catherine Brown (01380 724389)
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This is a time-limited exercise so application forms will be
available from Sunday 28 March and must be completed and
returned to the Electoral Roll Officer by 10 April.
After this the roll is closed until after the A.P.C.M.
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Peace Primary School Opens
A school in South Sudan, part-funded by donations from this Diocese, has
opened its doors and academic courses have begun.
Our Diocese has contributed £3,000 toward
the school construction costs in 2019-2020,
and £3,000 towards the cost of the school’s
water supply system in 2020.
Diocesan Secretary Babuj Simon Kodi says:
"The coronavirus procedures taken by the
government had hindered the opening of the
school but the beginning was successful and
the number of pupils has increased beyond that which was expected.

and hear their prophecy proclaimed in stillness; that old roots dig
deep and deeper still, that branches bend so not to break and that
there is a joy in storms when yielded to.
So for a while I breathe the sylvan air
and greet the great and green,
these guardians of natural grace,
and then when I have walked long enough to become reminded,
rewilded and rehomed in heart, I bow in thanks
and leave the woods to plant their sainted seeds throughout my world
and life;
to feel a forest grow within
and make the faith feathered one
a home.
~ Richard Hendrick (Brother Richard)

"The school started with 4 classes (Class 1 up to Class 4) and then Class 8
for pupils from other schools repeating the Basic Certificate exams and a
Kindergarten. These additional classes came as result of the needs and the
good reputation of the school resulting from the publicity and advertising
done by teachers and by pupils themselves.
"We are planning to complete the rest of
the unopened classes within the next year,
if we see that this is possible.
Also, we are thinking of having separate
nursery school as now we are hosting the
nursery children in the main school."

There were 4 main reasons given for the school’s success:
•

Teachers are of good reputation and have good experience

•

Fees are lower than those at other private schools

•

The school location is very suitable and well prepared
6
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Forest Faith

•

When the edges of my mind fray,
and the golden sacred thread
seems pulled, gathered, caught
upon the briar of my broken being,
and my hearthome holds too much
behind its ancient doors,
so there is no breathing space at all,
I take myself to the woods.
For there I become not young,
but small again and feel the rising
ocean tides of sap lull me at last
into the deep greening rest of soul
only the old tall ones know;
the sky touchers, earth drinkers
we call in our dull infant speech, simply, Trees.
So I place my foot upon the winding path
and dew the way with tears and sometimes even blood,
until their windleaf song sounds soul deep, and slows and halts me
long enough
to feel their verdant canopy of calm,
and I greet them then,
as the keepers of the way they are;
the blessed Beech and noble Holly,
the Oak and Ash and Thorn,
grey brown brothers and sisters
of the branching dance of being.
Their familiar oldness a reminder
of my passing place
in all this; they leaflean down
to teach me once again the way of prayer
as being and being as prayer,
allowing the holy breath to play along my spine as within their
trunked tallness
while standing through the shifting seasons
they grow slowly, imperceptibly, always,
until flower and fruiting follow in their turn,
then the seeming fall, asleep asunder for awhile,
as my life now flutters, cast upon the winds
lost in wildness, a wintered leaf, dry and brittle,
but here in their stately shadows
daring to read the scripture of their state,
14

The Diocese’s support for pupils’ uniform and school books is a good
advertisement

Kadugli Diocese has also submitted a Grant Request for Kindergarten
Construction at Peace Secondary School.
Diocesan Secretary Babuj adds:
"Kadugli Diocese would like to offer special thanks to Mr Robert Hayward for
his care, patience and advice and to Salisbury Diocese for the estimable
funding and support. May our heavenly Father bless you all for his service
and extension of his kingdom on earth."
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Salisbury Cathedral News…..
Something aiming to strengthen both our existing community and
our links with the town more widely are the small groups we are hoping will meet in the first half of May, to think about what we’ve
learned in this dreadfully historic year and how we might move positively into the future. By law, they will still be limited to six people
and meeting outdoors. Six is a good number for this sort of work,
and there is much to be said for doing this work we are still unable to
meet inside, hopefully ensuring that the thoughts, feelings, and ideas that the pandemic has generated are still fresh. We expect they
would meet for about an hour and a half, before feeding back to the
wardens and the PCC.
We would greatly appreciate it if as many people as possible
signed up to one of these groups, even if you aren’t normally a
big ‘joiner’ of things.

The Peregrine Falcons are back at Salisbury Cathedral - the cameras
are live and there is a blog—both can be found on the Salisbury
Cathedral Website:

We will give more precise details in the next few weeks but for now,
we would greatly appreciate it you would consider participating.
May God renew you with the power of His Resurrection at this holiest time of the year.

https://www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/visitwhat-see/peregrine-falcons-live-stream

Gerry

################################################
Or light a candle for prayer and reflection

https://lightacandle.salisburycathedral.org.uk/
8
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A Curate writes…

The Field – Easter 2021

I went for a very long walk earlier this week, even by my standards.
A whopping 43 km (27 miles for those who prefer pounds, shillings, and
pence). The highlight came just after sunset, heading west into the twilight
on the Roman Road between the Cherhill Monument and Morgan’s Hill. Silhouetted against the orange sky was something I’d never seen before but
entirely unmistakable – a mad March hare, leaping wildly, full of joyful abandon.
New life is all around us in this season. What will our world look like in the
months and years to come? While we can’t be certain of the course of the
pandemic, at present our hospitals are emptying and vaccinations are proceeding at pace, so we should plan for a return to normality in the first part
of this summer. What sort of things might help us renew our life as a parish
community?
I think there are two key elements to this. Firstly, enabling our existing worshippers to deepen in faith and in relationship with one another. Also, to
deepen in trust that we really are the people God has called to serve Him in
this place. Secondly, giving people who are not yet part of our congregation
the chance to engage with us, and for us to provide pathway to faith for the
majority of people who think of themselves as entirely secular.
We are making tentative plans for a day pilgrimage to Wells on either the
Saturday or Monday of August Bank Holiday weekend. While only an hour
away, visiting this beautiful little city takes us out of our diocese and county,
to a beautiful cathedral. Any formal activities we undertake would not be
about planning and strategising, but praying and enjoying some spiritual and
emotional space together, with plenty of time to wander round the shops or
go for a good walk.
To reach out to others, we are considering a Festival of Angels sometime
around Michaelmas, 29 September. Autumn plans can only be tentative at
the moment, and the same goes for the Michaelmas Fayre normally organised by Omnes Ad Unum, but a possibility to keep in mind. Angels have a
cultural resonance well beyond people who would acknowledge having a
Christian faith – look at our trinket shops, or else the iconography celebrating the NHS during the pandemic; they also have an interfaith aspect, being
of great significance to our Muslim neighbours.
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‘The Field’ is a very special Easter event in Devizes helping us to balance
remembrance with hope in our town during this terrible global pandemic. It
will run on The Green between Good Friday, 2 April, and Easter Monday, 5
April. It is being jointly supported by our parish – and specifically our Flower
Guild – St James’ Southbroom, the Town Council and Sheep Street
Baptist.
People are invited to come to The Green on Good Friday or Easter Eve
during daylight hours to plant a wooden cross or heart to remember
someone who has died during the pandemic. Crosses and hearts will be
available from volunteers who will be stationed on the Green during
daylight hours on those days.
People are then invited to make a return visit on Easter Sunday or Monday,
where they will see the crosses and hearts transformed into potent symbols
of the Resurrection. If anyone wants to make a little spray of flowers of
about 6 inches/15 cm, they can do so and bring it to The Green early on
Easter morning.
Sue King of St John’s Flower Guild said, “We were asked to be involved by
the Rev’d Keith Brindle, the Rector of St James’, in helping decorate any
possible Easter display on The Green this year, which is particularly
important as we can’t have a Good Friday procession.
“Ten members of our Flower Guild will join arrangers from other churches
in making flower sprays to be put on the crosses and hearts early on Easter
morning. After the display is finished on Monday it will be composted and
used to nourish a crocus bed, which will be planted on the site to remind us
every year of this event and this time in our history.”
If anyone would like to get more involved, contact Sue on 01380 723 830.
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Salisbury Diocese Pilgrimage to Iona 19th-26th October
2021
Led by Bishop Karen and Revd Louise Ellis
Where is Iona? Iona is a tiny and beautiful island off the southwest coast of Mull in the Inner Hebrides. It is only 1.5 miles wide
by 3 miles long.
Why do people pilgrimage to Iona? Iona is often referred to
as the cradle of Christianity in Scotland. In 563AD the Irish
monk Columba established a monastic settlement that evangelised large parts of Scotland and the north of England and became an important centre of European Christianity. In the Middle Ages it became the site of a Benedictine abbey, and over
the centuries it has attracted many thousands of people on their
own pilgrim journeys. Today Iona Abbey is home to the Iona
Community. The Iona Community was founded in Glasgow and
Iona in 1938 by George MacLeod, minister, visionary and prophetic witness for peace, in the context of the poverty and despair of the Depression. From a dockland parish in Govan, Glasgow, he took unemployed skilled craftsmen and young trainee
clergy to Iona to rebuild both the monastic quarters of the mediaeval abbey and the common life by working and living together, sharing skills and effort as well as joys and achievement.
That original task became a sign of hopeful rebuilding of community in Scotland and beyond. The experience shaped – and
continues to shape – the practice and principles of the Iona
Community.
What will we do? Alongside the daily pattern of Iona Abbey
prayer we will offer an optional programme of led sessions, talks
and reflections. These will be programmed to fit around the daily
services at Iona Abbey which are at 9:00 am and 9:00 pm, except for a Sunday when the morning service is replaced by a
Eucharist at 10:00 am. We will offer sessions each day after the
morning service and another one before dinner. These will take
place in the hotel. That will leave several hours free for walking,
quiet reflection, visiting the historical sites, relaxing in the peace
and tranquillity of Iona and perhaps even enjoying a cream tea!
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We will also lead a pilgrimage around the Island and weather
permitting organize a boat trip to Staffa.
How will we get there? It is a long and varied journey to get
to Iona! We will meet Glasgow where we will have an overnight stop. The next day we will travel by coach from Glasgow
to Oban where we will get a ferry across to Mull. Then back on
the coach to travel across Mull and then a passenger ferry
across to Iona. We should arrive on Iona mid afternoon. We
will do the same in reverse on the way home!
How much will it cost? We will spend 5 nights at the St Columba hotel on Iona. The Price per person per night ranges
from £100 - £135 depending on room type. This price includes
a cooked breakfast and 3 course evening meal. There are a 9
single rooms and the rest are twins or doubles. A single sea
view is the most expensive and twin back view the least expensive. It is not possible to give an exact figure yet for the
travel cost from Glasgow to Iona but based on previous experience it should come in at just under £100 return. We will
book a Premier Inn in Glasgow for the overnight stopovers and
the cost of this is likely to be in the region of £80 per room per
night. On the last day we will arrive back in Glasgow at around
6pm.
Please note, Clergy may use their CMD money towards the
cost. A deposit of £150 will be required.
Where will we be staying? We will be staying in the Hotel
Columba (www.stcolumba-hotel.co.uk) which is just a couple
of minutes walk from the Abbey. The price includes a cooked
breakfast and a three course evening meal. These will be at
set times and we will eat together as a group. For lunch people can chose to buy sandwiches at the local shop or eat at
the hotel. We will also stay overnight in Glasgow on the journey there and back.
To reserve a place please email The Revd Louise Ellis on
Vicar.lilliput@gmail.com
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