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Exod. 16.2-4, 9-15
Num. 11.4-15
Num. 12.1-13
Num. 13.1-2, 25-14.1, 26-35
Num. 20.1-13
Dan. 7.9-10,13-14
Duet. 6.4-13
1 Kngs. 19.4-8
Duet. 10.12-end
Duet. 31.1-8
Duet. 34
Josh. 3.7-11, 13-17
Josh. 24.1-13
Josh..24.14-29
Isa. 61.10-end
Judg. 2.11-19
Judg. 6.11-24
Judg. 9.6—15
Judg. 11.29-end
Ruth 1.1, 3-6, 14-16, 22
Ruth 2.1-3, 8-11, 4.13-17
Josh. 24.1-2a, 14-18
1 Thess. 1.1-5, 8-end
Isa. 43.8-13
1 Thess. 2.9-13
1 Thess. 3.7-end
1 Thess. 4.1-8
1 Thess. 4.9-12
S. of Sol. 2.8-13
1 Thess. 4.13-end
1 Thess. 5.1-6, 9-11
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Services for August
Sunday 1st August—The Ninth Sunday after Trinity
8.00am
BCP Holy Communion
10.30am
Parish Communion
Tuesday 3rd August
6.30pm
Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Wednesday 4th August
8.30am
Morning Prayer
Sunday 8th August —The Tenth Sunday after Trinity
10.30am
Parish Communion
Tuesday 10th August
6.30pm
Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Wednesday 11th August
8.30am
Morning Prayer
Sunday 15th August - The Blessed Virgin Mary
10.30am
Parish Communion
Tuesday 17th August
6.30pm
Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Wednesday 18th August
8.30am
Morning Prayer
Sunday 22nd August—The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity
10.30am
Parish Communion
Tuesday 24th July
6.30pm
Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Wednesday 25th July
8.30am
Morning Prayer
Sunday 29th August—The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
10.30am
Parish Communion

The Bishop of Ramsbury is pleased to
Announce that the Crown has approved
the appointment of
The Revd Jonathan Poston to be Rector
of St John & St Mary, Devizes.
Please pray for Jonathan as he prepares
for this next stage in his ministry.
The details about his licensing will be
confirmed in due course.

Tuesday 31st August
6.30pm
Holy Communion at St Mary’s
18
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Tarrant’s Tasty Treat…..
I have no name,
I am as the fresh breeze of the mountains.
I have no shelter;
I am as the wandering waters.
I have no sanctuary, like the dark gods; Nor am I in
the shadow of deep temples.
I have no sacred books;
Nor am I well-seasoned in tradition.
I am not in the incense
Mounting on the high altars,
Nor in the pomp of ceremonies.
I am neither in the graven image,
Nor in the rich chant of a melodious voice.
I am not bound by theories,
Nor corrupted by beliefs.
I am not held in the bondage of religions, Nor in the
pious agony of their priests.
I am not entrapped by philosophies,
Nor held in the power of their sects.
I am neither low nor high,
I am the worshipper and the worshipped.
I am free.
My song is the song of the river
Calling for the open seas,
Wandering, wandering,
I am Life.
I have no name,
I am as the fresh breeze of the mountains.

Summer Cod with Cheese and Tomatoes
600 grams cod, skinned and cut into 4
28 grams butter
2 tbsp sundried tomato paste
8 slices mature Chedder cheese
2 plum tomatoes, sliced into 8
115 grams frozen peas
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
Method
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

~ Jiddu Krishnamurti (from ‘The Song of Life’)

•

Preheat the grill. You don’t want the heat too hot or
the dish too close to the source of the heat.
Now lay the fish in a single layer in the dish.
Spread the tomato paste over the fish and then dot
with the butter. Season with salt and freshly ground
pepper.
Next place two slices of cheese over each piece of
fish and top with the
sliced tomatoes.
Grill until the fish is cooked through. This should
take about 10- 15
minutes, depending on the heat of the grill and the
thickness of the fish.
Increase the heat to high for a further 2 minutes
until the tomatoes are just starting to brown.
Meanwhile, cook the peas. This will take just 2
minutes in the microwave.
Serve the fish with all the buttery juices and the
peas spooned around the fish.
Serve with a green salad and some crusty bread.

Serves 4
4
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Book Review
Changing the Climate: Applying the
Bible in a climate emergency
By Debbie Hawker and David Hawker,
and Jamie Hawker, BRF, £9.99
This book considers a series of Bible passages, unpacked
to show the Bible’s relevance to environmentalism, and
how we can all play our part in limiting the negative effects
of climate change.
The climate crisis is one of the most important issues of
our time, threatening lives and livelihoods. The Bible
teaches us that God the creator put humans on the Earth
to take care of it; to show love to all, and to care for the
poor and vulnerable.

16
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Moonlight, Summer Moonlight by Emily Jane Brontë

Stert Country House Collectibles & Car Boot
Sale
Manor Farm, Stert, Devizes, SN10 3JD
(off A 342)

Saturday 11th September 2021

’Tis moonlight, summer moonlight,
All soft and still and fair;
The solemn hour of midnight
Breathes sweet thoughts everywhere,

But most where trees are sending
Their breezy boughs on high,
Or stooping low are lending
A shelter from the sky.

Sellers – from 6:30
Buyers - from 7:30 (£10) or 8:30 (£5)
Pitches limited – so book early - £25
(£40 if booked after 3rd September)
Food and drink available

And there in those wild bowers
A lovely form is laid;
Green grass and dew-steeped
flowers
Wave gently round her head.

Loos provided
www.devizescruk.org
supported by

6

Best known for her haunting classic novel Wuthering Heights, Emily Jane Brontë also
published poetry under the pseudonym Ellis Bell.
15

St John and St Mary Devizes - Living Churchyard Project

Devizes Autumn Fair 2021
Tuesday 5th October
10am – 4.30pm
THE CORN EXCHANGE
MARKET SQUARE,
DEVIZES

Tickets £4 on the door
In aid of The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust,
Dorothy House Hospice Care, Prospect
Hospice & Salisbury Hospice
Sponsored by: Gaiger Bros

•

The small Management Group has met a couple of times and has
now produced:
Project Brief; Project Responsibilities; Activity chart.

•

Several working parties have been held in both churchyards.

•

Friends of St John’s & Friends of St Mary’s Facebook pages have been
set up.

•

Funding is being explored from various sources.

•

Communicating leaflets and boards are being planned.

•

The Reflection Area is being considered by the D.A.C.
Chris Cox is liaising with them regarding any faculties
needed.

•

Graveyard Recording - This is going well. It would be good to communicate the progress and findings to date,
especially at the Heritage Open Day on 11 September.

•

A flowerbed along the north side pathway is being planned.

•

Ideas for including schools in activities in the churchyards are being
considered. All agreed that more events in the churchyards would
help community involvement.

For more details go to:
www.devizesautumnfair.org.uk
14
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DEVIZES EISTEDDFOD
Director: Michael Johnson
Registered Charity No: 1044341
www.devizes-eisteddfod.org.uk

Sudoku

An open letter to all in the parishes in and around Devizes

Dear Reader

Spring 2021

I don’t know how familiar you are with the Devizes Eisteddfod, but now in its 75th
year it continues to provide some 800 young musicians, singers, dancers, artists,
poets, photographers and linguists, with an opportunity to showcase and excel in
their chosen disciplines.
You don’t need reminding that we all struggled through ‘lockdowns’ last year and
only now in the late spring and early summer of 2021 are we moving towards the
return, of what we hope will be normality.
So, for the Eisteddfod 2021 we have venues booked, adjudicators confirmed and
this year’s syllabus available both on the Eisteddfod web site or, if you prefer,
printed copies can be picked up at Winkworth Estate Agents, in the Devizes Market
Place.
After last year’s disappointment when, like so many other organisations we were
obliged to cancel the 2020 Eisteddfod, we expect schools and private teachers to
welcome this year’s opportunity to showcase their pupils achievements; I urge them
to look at the web pages and syllabus and consider the diverse range of classes
that the Eisteddfod offers.
We welcome entries from children up to 18 years of age to participate in the three
day ‘Festival of Music, Speech, Art, Literature Drama and Photography’ which will
be held in November.
Classes range from playing the organ to poetry and handwriting classes; from
piano, string instruments and choir classes, to photography and art. The diverse
range of classes provides the opportunity for the many talented young students, in
our midst, to show us what they have achieved. And, while they perform, mums,
dads, grannies, grandads, aunts and uncles are all welcome to join others to hear
performances – all at no cost. Entry is free!

8
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James and John and Peter on the Mountain
Following their performance, every child can expect to receive a constructive
appraisal from our professional adjudicators; a certificate and who knows, even a
cup! We have awards to be presented in almost every category of class from
piano, brass, strings, singing, and musical theatre to drama; from musical
composition and even in mime!

This air so thin
yet we breathe deeply
this cloud so dense
yet we see sharply

Over the years, many former participants have become well known and are now
household names! Not least our Patron Simon May, musician, teacher and
conductor who is best known as the composer of the EastEnders signature tune;
and Jamie Cullum who will be known to many as a jazz-pop singer-songwriter and
radio presenter. Simon May has told us that performing all those years ago, had
given him the confidence to continue to perform, conduct and compose.

see the fields’ mud sparkling on the robe
the coarse skin of the face shining
eyes shafting our rough souls
till daring to gaze we see mirrored in them
those same souls resplendent
take off your sandals, here is fire
he called us Sons of Thunder and The Rock
but we are blown away by stillness.
Christopher Burdon

Almighty Father,
whose Son was revealed in majesty
before he suffered death upon the cross:
give us faith to perceive his glory,
that we may be strengthened to suffer
with him
and be changed into his likeness, from
glory to glory;
who is alive and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Collect for the Transfiguration of Our Lord
(6 August), Alternative Service Book
(see Luke 9:28-36; 2 Corinthians 3:17-18)

The Devizes Eisteddfod is a charity managed and run by a small committee of
volunteers helped during the festival days by a team of stewards, who give their
time freely to help us in our venues, acting as door or room stewards. The
Eisteddfod’s income is derived from entry fees; from a small number of ‘Corporate
and Associate members of the Eisteddfod’, and a few ‘Friends’. Their generosity
makes it possible to stage the Eisteddfod over the three day Festival of music and
drama in the Autumn and the two day Dance Festival in February. Details about
the Dance Festival which will be held at Lavington School, will be available later in
the year and will be found on our web pages at www.devizes-eisteddfod.org.uk

Having taken the time and trouble to read this short introduction to the Devizes
Eisteddfod, please consider how you might help us maintain the standard of
excellence that is a true reflection of each and every child’s Eisteddfod
performance.
You could help by encouraging you son, daughter or grandchild to showcase their
skill at the Eisteddfod and, in addition you may consider becoming a Friend of The
Devizes Eisteddfod’ for just £15 or £25. My colleague, Alice Cleland would love to
hear from you on 01380 724739. Your help in both these endeavours would be
very much appreciated.
Yours sincerely
Alan Martin
Alan Martin
On behalf of Devizes Eisteddfod Committee.

East Window, St Mary’s, Devizes
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A Curate Writes………...
I first went on the Internet in 1994 as a Lower Sixth
pupil heavily involved in the youth wing of a political party. A student
activist friend smuggled me into the university library to explore this
then mysterious technological wonder: a very different experience from
that of today. The 1994 Internet was heavily text-based, as download
speeds were slow, taking as much as a minute for a photograph to load,
so slow you could see it happening line by line.

I have been a very online person – a very, very, online person – for
more than a quarter of a century. I’m not quite young enough to have
grown up with the Internet, but it has been ubiquitous for my entire
working and student life. I’ve also had a lot of fun and made a lot of
friends through it.
Two things changed the Internet profoundly in the late 2000s. The first
was the arrival of social media, and the second were the high quality
smartphones with cheap data plans that took it with us everywhere,
even to bed. There have been both blessings and problems from that.
Four years ago, before Covid-19 was a thing anyone had heard of, I gave
a talk to a Church group in Dorset about the theological aspects of
online living, where I said that social media was the space:

“where people have wept with me at times of great pain and loss,
and rejoiced with me when I had something to celebrate. I have
made good friends, around the world, whom I would never have
known otherwise. It connects grandparents with their families in
Australia, and opens up the world to millions of bedbound and
physically isolated people.

On the other hand, it can hardly be a coincidence that so many countries on different continents, with differing cultural and religious
makeups, find themselves beset at the same time by bitter internal
divisions, paranoid politics, and a refusal of many to deal with objective facts.
The pandemic has intensified the migration of our social, professional, and economic lives to the online world. Live video-conferencing,
especially Zoom, has kept families together through lockdowns and
border closures. But too much zooming seems to leave us exhausted
and frazzled. Part of the reason for that is that we don’t see threedimensional human beings via our screens, but two-dimensional digital representations of them; instead of other people engaging all five
of our senses, only two of them are engaged. This new technology can
be rather dehumanising.
One thing that came through from our meetings of small groups in
late May and early June was that while people appreciated the digital
services, Zoom offices, and e-bulletin during the lockdown, most felt
this could not be a substitute for worshipping together in person. The
God who was made flesh in Christ created us to be physical, flesh-and
-blood, beings – not insubstantial creatures of pure intellect and emotion. We need one another’s presence.
Another thing the groups uncovered was that many of us find it difficult to talk about God even though we find it fascinating when we get
a chance to do so. Why not have a think about why God might have
decided to give us actual physical bodies? Why do we spend so much
time feeling insecure about the bodies God gave us because they
don’t match up to some ideal, usually commercially-driven? Ponder
these things, and let me know if you want to meet over a cuppa – in
person – to chat about them.
PS – If you want a copy of the small groups report, and it is worth
reading, please contact Cat in the office.

It cannot ever be a replacement for face-to-face contact. But it
can enhance it.”
10

Gerry
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