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Jeremiah 28
Jeremiah 30.1-2,12-15, 18-22
Jeremiah 31.1-7
Jeremiah 31.31-34
Nahum 2.1,3,3.1-3,6-7
Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14
Genesis 15.1-6
Ezekiel 1.2-5,24-end
Ezekiel 2.8-3.4
Ezekiel 9.1-7,10,18-22
Ezekiel 12.1-12
Ezekiel 16.1-15, 60-end
Ezekiel 18.1-11, 13,30,32
Jeremiah 23.23-29
Isiah 61.10—end
Ezekiel 28.1-10
Ezekiel 34.1-11
Ezekiel 36.23-28
Ezekiel 37.1-14
Ezekiel 43.1-7
Isiah 58.9-end
2 Thessalonians 1.1-5, 11-end
2 Thessalonians 2.1-3, 14-end
Isiah 43.8-13
1 Corinthians 1.1-9
1 Corinthians 1.17-25
1 Corinthians 1.26-end
Ecclesiasticus 10.12-18
1 Corinthians 2.1-5
1 Corinthians 2.10-end
1 Corinthians 3.1-9
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Book Review
In Every Corner Sing – the Diary of
a Country Vicar
By Timothy Biles, Canterbury
Press, £9.99
In the literary tradition of Parson
Woodforde and Georges Bernanos,
here is the moving, wise and funny
diary of a country vicar. It raises profound questions about the nature of
ministry and the future of the church
through its gentle yet acutely observed portraits and stories. A good
summer read.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A Good Old Age – an A to Z
of Loving and Following the Lord
Jesus in Later Years
By Derek Prime, 10Publishing,
£5.99
Old age is often associated with
grumpiness, aches and pains, loneliness, and isolation. Pastor and Bible teacher, Derek Prime shows us
that there is another way to view old
age. He guides us through 26
Christian priorities that we should
hold to in later life. With biblical
wisdom and practical advice, he
helps us to navigate the unique
challenges and joys that old age
can bring. This is a book to dip into, meditate on and read
prayerfully as you let the truths it contains gently transform
the way you live your old age. 22

Transfiguration
On the cloudy mountain
they spoke about His departure:
light shone from Him
as He bridged two rivers,
slid eternity into time,
just for a moment
and we amazingly could hardly stay awake;
our eyes were heavy, unseeing –
almost preferring sleep to glory
until a shout disturbed the magic,
piercing the fragile
shekinah sheet,
dissolving the picture
and striking us all dumb,
quite dumb – but then
a stiller, smaller voice
came from the cloud:
we woke and listened then
by Tim Lenton
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Rector’s Letter

Tarrant’s Tasty Treat….

Dear friends

Ketchops

It is always a mistake to mention the weather in a feature written the
month before our magazine goes out but we are in the middle of our
heatwave at the moment and I suspect August will be no different.
Are such temperatures unnatural? It depends upon which side you
agree with. What is beyond argument is that we really do need to
take care of our earth and to treat it with respect. Not just as a
commodity but because it is part of who we are as living beings in
the living biosphere.

Recipe
4 pork chops, about ¾” thick
A little oil for frying
8 thin slices of lemon
2 tbsp soft brown sugar
6 tbsp tomato ketchup
Water

God entrusted the earth and all its creatures to our stewardship. It is
important that we feel gratitude and express our responsibilities with
care.
As a way of expressing both these things September is going to be a
month dedicated to Creationtide. Creationtide is the period in the
annual church calendar, from 1 September to 4 October which is
dedicated to God as Creator and Sustainer of all life and this year
our church will take full advantage of this season.
The beginning of the season will be marked by a special service at
our 10.30am on Sun 4th September which will be dedicated to
Creation Sunday. We will then have weekly talks which will include
tips about recycling, information about living churchyards, a potential
speaker from Wiltshire Wildlife…. and much more! Watch this
space.

Do take time to have a wonderful rest those of you who are
holidaying in August and I look forward to us coming together in the
Autumn to spend time with each other and to rediscover our roots.

Method
•
First of all put a little oil into a frying pan and brown
the chops on both sides.
•
Pour off any excess fat.
•
Place a piece of lemon on each chop.
•
Now mix together the soft brown sugar, tomato
ketchup and water and pour this over the chops.
•
Put a lid on the pan and slowly simmer for 30 minutes,
basting the chops occasionally.
•
Now skim off any excess fat and simmer for a further
10 minutes.
•
Serve the chops on a warmed plate with a fresh slice
of lemon and the ketchup sauce around the chops.
•
Garnish with parsley.

Every blessing
Jonathan
4
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Morning Prayer
When morning in russet and saffron clad
Is mantling the hills in a dew-soft plaid
To the song of the moorland two-wings glad
Let my heart upraise;
When light creeps in through the chinks of the door
When the mist ascends from the mountain floor,
When the ocean shimmers like burnished ore,
Let me give Thee praise.

Creation-tide dates for your diary
10.30am Sun 4th September – Creation Sunday
Thursdays in September (8, 15, 22 & 29 ) - Evening Talks
(Time and topics tbc)
10.30am Sun 25th September – Harvest Festival Celebration
- Harvest Lunch or Supper (time tbc)
Our church has achieved the Eco church Bronze award and we are
now working towards the silver.
Come and learn how to join in and be part of it

O God of the morning, Christ of the hills,
O Spirit who all the firmament fills,
O Trinity blest who all goodness wills,
Keep us all our days.
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Salisbury Diocesan Synod Report, June 2022
The first Diocesan Synod of the 79th Bishop of Salisbury met at St Paul’s
Church in the see city at 6 pm on a hot solstice day, 21st June 2022 – a
welcome change from the original plan to host it on ‘Zoom’. As well as the
new bishop’s address, a major item on the agenda was receiving the
diocese’s accounts for 2021.
The session opened to effusive thanks from Diocesan Lay Chair, Gillian
Clarke, to Bishop Karen for her role as Acting Diocesan Bishop and an
effusive welcome to the Rt Rev’d Stephen Lake as our new bishop.
After opening worship led by Canon Andy Perry, Vicar of St Mary Longfleet
in Poole, the bishop gave his first presidential address to Diocesan Synod.
The Bishop recalled exactly where he was on 10th January 1992, thirty years
to the day before he was interviewed by the Crown Nominations
Commission, because it was the day he met the then Bishop of Sherborne,
the Rt Rev’d John Kirkham, to see if he was to be offered an incumbency in
the diocese at the end of his curacy. The only post available was a struggling
church at the top of the closure list – “make it work or close it, we don’t care
which”, was the blunt message from His Lordship. The church [St Peter’s,
Parkstone in Poole] continues to thrive and last Sunday hosted eight
confirmations and seven baptisms.
The reality was, however, that over those thirty years church attendance in
the Diocese had declined by 45%. It is crunch time for our future. We have
resources and talent in abundance, especially compared to Christians in
other parts of the world. We need to understand the future we are already in
and act on it according to a good strategy. We don’t, however, want to spent
the next two years talking about what we are going to think about, we need
to start doing things now. We already have extensive lockdown consultations
as well as the extensive free consultancy provided de facto in the
appointment process of a new bishop.

Easter Sunday
~ for John (Ted) Dexter
no cars on the road
all of the town sofa bound
food lulled and sleeping

walking home, a man
evensong’s slow gentle peace
on him like monks’ robes
old man and poet
meet in quiet communion
by the graveyard gate
souls of the same shade
in unspoken fellowship
watching the birds fly
on the bridge, silence
white blossom, silver water
Easter Sunday light
© Gail Foster 17th April 2017

We must, he said, find a way forward that is about both rootedness in what
we are and reach outwards; one that respected a diocesan culture of
confidence, trust, disagreeing well, and ‘Team Salisbury’.
6
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Ride and Stride, 2022.
Ride and Stride is an annual event which takes place on the second
Saturday of September. Cyclists and walkers seek sponsorship for
visiting a number of churches and of the money raised half goes to
the parish of the walker/cyclist and half to the county fund to which
needy churches can apply for help with necessary repairs and
improvements.
Parish churches in Wiltshire are still trying to recover from the hit to
their finances delivered by covid. The restrictions necessitated by the
pandemic interrupted the usual round of money-raising events and
donations from Sunday worshippers and visitors declined. There are
likely, therefore, to be more calls than in the past on the money that
Wiltshire Historic Churches can provide for repairs and
improvements
Each year I attempt to persuade parishioners to participate in Ride
and Stride by visiting a number of churches on the designated
Saturday, which this year is September 10th. Last year our parish
raised more money than in any other year of the past quarter –
century. It would be marvellous if we could do even better this year.
You do not have to be ambitious: there are enough churches and
chapels just in Devizes. You do not have to cycle: you can walk from
one church to another. You can turn the event into a great day out,
though unfortunately there is no guarantee that the weather will be as
good as it has been in the past two years.
Please contact me soon if you can join in this event, which provides
such valuable help in preserving Wiltshire’s heritage. If you would
like to make it a group event, please also contact me. There will be
full details in the next magazine. Of course, participants will need to
be sponsored, and so I urge all parishioners to be open to requests
for sponsorship. Details explaining how to sponsor will also be in the
September magazine. We like to man St John’s and ideally St Mary’s
too in order to welcome Riders and Striders from other parishes. I
would like to hear from volunteers who can help in this way.
David Evans (01380 721527; daevans42@hotmail.com).

This would be based on five tasks: accountable leadership; effective
governance; growing into who we are in mission and evangelism; finances;
and making good if hard decisions while we remain in deficit.
Everywhere he had served over the previous thirty years, Bishop Stephen
said, had seen congregations grow despite the overall pattern of decline. If
only one in fifty of us in church brought a new churchgoer every year, the
Church of England as a whole would be in growth.
Proceedings then moved on to the AGM of the Diocesan Board of Finance,
led by Nigel Salisbury in his last meeting as Chair of that board. The meeting
was asked to approve the accounts for 2021, but to allow the 2023 budget
not to be brought forward until September Synod.
The Diocese still runs and uncomfortable and unsustainable operating
deficit, something exacerbated by the pandemic but in place long before it. In
2021, this deficit was £1,459,000. In pandemic-blighted 2021, £1.5 million
had been transferred from the Pastoral and Development Fund to the
General Fund to bolster cash reserves. As the Pastoral and Development
Fund is now worth only £5 million, one does not have to be a financial whizz
to see that this is unsustainable in the long run. The Board of Finance aims
to eliminate the deficit by 2025 by reducing costs – e.g., between 2020 and
2022 Church House staff costs had been reduced by 10%. The Clergy
Pensions Board is reducing the clergy pension contribution from 39.9% of
the National Minimum Stipend in 2021 to 28% in 2023 which will reduce
costs by around half a million per year.
The provision of ministry is 87% of the Diocese’s costs. Nigel Salisbury also
pointed out that the Diocese had one of the highest percentage of
churchgoers in the country as well as one of the highest rations of clergy per
head of population; he thought that these two factors must be linked.
As well as the imminent reduction in clergy pension costs, another positive
factor in the budget was the increase in non-giving income, from fees and
from letting of vacant clergy houses.
If we did not fix the structural deficit, however, the stark reality was that we
would run out of cash in 2029, while still having a deficit.
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A very positive point was the news that the Diocese has divested from fossil
fuels entirely.
A questioner asked about the likely impact of inflation. Nigel Salisbury
replied that clergy had received a stipend increase of only 2% in 2022
against inflation running at 9.1%. The National Church had asked dioceses
to budget for 4% stipend increases in 2023 but the Board of Finance was
aware this might not be enough. Building and maintenance costs in
budgeting work for 2023 had already assumed sectoral inflation of 25%.
There were plans to sell the more unwieldy clergy houses and replace them
with more modern and easier to maintain ones.

I asked about the impact of the pandemic on attendance and giving. Share
collection in 2022 is projected to reach 87% against a budget assumption of
92%. While this was seen as positive, my view is that in recent years
collection rates in the diocese had consistently been well above 90%. In
November 2021, average weekly attendance in the Diocese was still 29%
below pre-pandemic levels, closely matching a C of E-wide figure of 29%.
From our deanery, Clarissa Reilly welcomed the clarity of the accounts and
they were passed unanimously.

There were two other items of business. The Net Zero Working Group was
making progress, and looking for reductions in CO2 emissions especially
among clergy house energy suppliers.
The report of the Aldhelm Mission Fund – the gift to the diocese that keeps
giving – focused on informing delegates that small grants for mission
projects were available. “Please don’t say we can’t afford it before first
applying for Aldhelm Mission funding, said Bishop Karen. More information
is at www.salisbury.anglican.org/mission/aldhelm.

Osmund’s behaviour, perhaps, reminds us, more than a little, of the
stance of the Russian Orthodox Church in relation to President
Putin’s war against Ukraine
History will be my judge. Saint or Sinner? For Osmund, perhaps, the
jury is out.
In comparison to the horror and bloodshed of war in Iraq and
Syria, the carnage of the Norman Conquest and War in Ukraine,
holding a few parties in Lockdown and telling a few pork-pies in
Parliament may seem rather innocuous. But perhaps all four serve
to remind us that, if we claim History is our Judge, God is our
ultimate Judge. Today, the notion of God as Judge isn’t very
forthcoming amongst populist Church leaders in a populist culture.
But we all need to be reminded of God’s demand for perfection: for
a perfection of love, for purity of motives, for truthfulness, integrity,
honesty and compassion, for the pursuit of justice and peace, for the
upholding of the sanctity of human life, and the sanctity of
marriage. It is also a stern reminder that, as we judge others, or
perhaps, fail to judge others, so shall we ourselves be judged: and
how, as our Lord in that Monty Pythonic parable reminds us, it is so
much easier to point out the speck of sawdust * in somebody else’s
eye, than to take any notice at all of the enormous plank of wood **
in our own!
[* ** One wonders if the images of a speck of sawdust and a plank of
wood have anything to do with the experiences of the earthly son of
a Galilean carpenter]

The Revd Robin Stevens

A packed agenda having been despatched efficiently, delegates were sent
home half an hour early, at 8 pm.
The Rev’d Gerry Lynch
22nd June 2022
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St Osmund of Salisbury
History will be my judge It’s a phrase which a British Prime Minister
used to dismiss demonstrations against, and opposition to, his
proposed invasion of Iraq. In the tragic event, no weapons of mass
destruction were found. It is estimated that, as a result of the conflict,
up to three quarters of a million human lives were lost. Camp Bucca,
where thousands of Iraqi dissidents were detained, became a
breeding ground for Islamist extremism. This was to lead directly to
the rise of Isis, and such horrific prolonged brutality, and bloodshed in
Syria.
On 16th July, the Church commemorates a local Saint, Osmund of
Salisbury. Judged from one historical perspective his life was
exemplary. A devoted Chancellor to the King of England, he was
elevated to the See of Salisbury in 1078. He oversaw the completion
and consecration of the new Cathedral at Sarum, the centre of a new
Diocese which had been formed from the amalgamation of Sherborne
and Ramsbury. Under his oversight the new Cathedral became a
model for organisation, discipline, scholarship, liturgy and worship. He
was instrumental in writing the Sarum Use which centuries later
formed the core of our present Book of Common Prayer.

But judged from another perspective, Osmund could be regarded as
a nepotistic, sycophantic half-nephew, complicit with, and kowtowing
to, the blood lust and avarice of a self-seeking warlord, his uncle,
Duke William of Normandy, a man, whose overriding ambition was to
become a King.
Osmund accompanied his uncle across the Channel and supported
him in the Norman conquest and subjugation of the Anglo-Saxons.
The enterprise saw such bloodshed, the theft of lands and power from
the Anglo-Saxons, the building of 100’s of castles to keep the native
population down. William’s later brutal harrying of the rebellious north
of England caused such devastation to life and property that it took
over a hundred years for the region to recover. As Bishop, Osmund
continued in secular activity and was a prime mover in the Domesday
Survey which itemised in minutest detail just how much wealth William
had succeeded in stealing from the native Anglo-Saxons, and how
much taxation was thereby due to a usurper of title, wealth and
power.
16
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To create your patch from scratch:
Control weeds by digging or rotovating, burying any vegetation to a depth of
15-20 cm. This also brings less fertile soil to the surface.
Firm and rake the surface to make a seedbed.
Don’t be tempted to add manure or fertiliser as this will encourage excessive
vigour in the grasses, which then swamp the wildflowers. This is the most
important principle in establishing a wildflower meadow.
Sow in autumn, giving the seed time to settle in over winter. If you are on
heavy clay, however, it is better to wait until spring. Even large areas can be
sown by hand quite easily.
Ensure that the seed is scattered evenly by sowing half lengthways and the
remaining half widthways across the plot. Mixing the seed with silver sand
makes the process easier. Rake in lightly and water thoroughly.

Across
8 One of the titles given to the Messiah in Isaiah’s prediction (Isaiah
9:6) (6,2,5)
9 International Nepal Fellowship (1,1,1)
10 Single(1Corinthians7:27)(9)
11 Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s seminal book about Soviet prison
camps, The — Archipelago (5)
13 Treachery(2Kings11:14)(7)
16 Of India(anag.)(2,3,2)
19 ‘God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession,like men condemned to die in the — ’ (1 Corinthians 4:9) (5)
10

Maintaining your wild patch
During the first year, it is essential to get the mowing regime right. Cut to 57 cm whenever the height reaches 10-20 cm. The number of mows required
can range from one to four. Control assertive weeds like thistles, nettles and
docks by hand-weeding.
After this, a couple of cuts a year should be enough. Once in late July/early
August and then again in early autumn. After mowing, always leave the clippings for a couple of days to drop any seed, then rake up and remove to
keep soil fertility down.
Top tips
Be careful when mowing – small mammals, amphibians and reptiles may be
hiding in the grass. Some birds nest in larger meadows, so don’t mow until
after the beginning of August.
Wildflowers are available in plug form and in ready-planted turf rolls, which
can make establishing the plants even easier.
Sow a mix of wild grass and wild flower seed.
15

How to grow a wild patch or mini meadow
Whether it's a flowerpot, flowerbed, wild patch in your lawn, or entire meadow, planting wildflowers provides vital resources to support a wide range of
insects that couldn't survive in urban areas otherwise. It is also a great way
of avoiding tools such as lawnmowers that are powered by fossil fuels!
Option 1 - Let your grass grow long
Long grass, peppered with flowers, is one of the rarest
habitats in our
well-tended gardens, yet it is
incredibly beneficial for wildlife. Patches of long grass
encourage different plant species to grow, help insects
to thrive and create feeding opportunities for birds and
small mammals.
So simply let nature move in! Set aside some lawn,
leaving it to grow, and wait to see what arrives. The
less pristine the lawn, the more promising it is for
wildlife. You can raise the cutters on your mower to
make some paths and leave the rest of the mowing until July or August after
plants have flowered.
Option 2 - Start from scratch
You can create a wildflower area from scratch on bare ground. Pick a poor
patch of ground that hasn’t been cultivated recently. Wildflower meadows
establish best on unproductive soil. It’s worth checking what sort of soil you
have and its pH before you choose which seeds to sow; wildflower seed
merchants supply mixes suitable for various soil types and situations.
If your soil fertility is too high for perennial wildflowers to flourish, consider
sowing a cornfield annual mix that includes plants like cornflower, corn
poppy, corn marigold and corncockle, with some barley and wheat seed to
add an authentic touch!

22 Follower of a theological system characterized by a strong belief
in predestination (9)
24 ‘Put these old rags and worn-out clothes under your arms to—
the ropes’ (Jeremiah 38:12) (3)
25 They brought together all the elders of the Israelites in Egypt
(Exodus 4:29) (5,3,5)
Down
1 The season when kings ‘go off to war’ (2 Samuel 11:1) (6)
2 Simon Peter’s response to Jesus by the Sea of Galilee: ‘Go away
from me, Lord; I am a — man’ (Luke 5:8) (6)
3 Beaten with whips (1 Kings12:11) (8)
4 ‘You shall not — adultery’ (Exodus 20:14) (6)
5 Encourage (Hebrews 10:24) (4)
6 Service of morning prayer in the Church of England (6)
7 ‘Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
— — him in your heart by faith with thanksgiving’ (4,2)
12 Run(anag.)(3)
14 Member of 17th-century party that denied the right of autonomy
to the Church (8)
15 ‘We will triumph with our tongues; we—our lips’(Psalm12:4) (3)
16 Earnings(1Corinthians16:2)(6)
17 ‘I rejoice greatly in the Lord that——you have renewed your concern for me’ (Philippians 4:10) (2,4)
18 How Paul described Philemon (Philemon 1)(6)
20 Multiple territories under the rule of a single state(Daniel11:4)(6)
21 ‘You have been unfaithful; you have married foreign women,—to
Israel’s guilt’ (Ezra 10:10) (6)
23 This month(abbrev.)(4)

ACROSS: 8, Prince of Peace. 9, INF. 10, Unmarried. 11, Gulag. 13, Treason. 16, In aid of. 19, Arena. 22, Calvinist. 24, Pad. 25, Moses and Aaron.
DOWN: 1, Spring. 2, Sinful. 3, Scourged. 4, Commit. 5, Spur. 6, Matins. 7,
Feed on. 12, Urn. 14, Erastian, 15, Own. 16, Income. 17, At last. 18, Friend.
20, Empire. 21, Adding. 23, Inst.
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DEC Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal

Flowers at St John’s

In this month of holidays and summer travel, it is awful to think
that the crisis in Ukraine simply goes on. More than 13 million
people have fled their homes. Millions of families have been separated, people have been injured and killed, and their homes
blown up. Critical infrastructure such as health facilities, water
supplies and schools have been damaged or destroyed.
The UN estimates over five million people have now fled Ukraine.
The refugees have fled to Poland, Romania, Hungary and Moldova, often arriving with only what they could carry.
Another eight million people are displaced within the country.
Many older people, and those with disabilities, have no option but
to remain in their homes. They are now isolated, unable to access
food and basic necessities.
In such a crisis, the DEC charities in Ukraine and neighbouring
countries are working hard to meet the needs of people affected
by the conflict. They say:
•
•
•

£30 could provide essential hygiene supplies for three
people for one month
£50 could provide blankets for four families
£100 could provide emergency food for two families for one
month

Please consider sponsoring an arrangement of flowers
in St John’s.
Maybe in memory of a loved one,
or to celebrate a birthday or anniversary.

If you can help, please go to: www.dec.org.uk

Please contact Heather Blyth 724347
or The Parish Office 724389
12

13

