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Isa. 25.6-10a
Isa. 26.1-6
Isa. 29.17-end
Isa. 30.19-21, 23-26
Baruch 5.1-9
Isa. 35
Isa. 40.1-11
Isa. 40.25-end
Isa. 41.13-20
Isa. 48.17-19
Ecclus. 48.1-4, 9-11
Zeph. 3.14-end
Num. 24.2-7
Zeph. 3.1-2, 9-13
Isa. 45.6b-8, 18, 21b-end
Isa. 54.1-10
Gen. 49.2-8-10
Jer. 23.5-8
Mic. 5.2-5a
Isa. 7.10-14
Zeph. 3.14-18
1 Sam. 1.24-end
Mal. 3.1-4, 4.5-end
2 Sam. 7.1-5, 8-11, 16
Isa. 9.2-7
2 Chr. 24.20-22
Exod. 33.7-11a
Jer. 31.15-17
1 John 2.3-11
1 John 2,12-17
1 John 2.18-21
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Book Review

For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given;
And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called Wonderful, Counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)
What does Christmas bring to mind for you? Is it tinsel and turkey? Is it lying
sprawled on furniture with a painfully full tummy watching TV movies with
friends and family? Or does it bring dark memories of loss or hurt beneath all
the gloss and glamour going on around you? Perhaps for you, if the media
are to be believed, it may even be the anticipation of the Christmas John
Lewis advert?

Although I would recommend a well deserved round of applause to Morrisons
for their “Farmer Christmas” ad, John Lewis once again go with the
‘introverted child discovering his secret friends’ trope. And yet again with a
tired “ET” theme of the child feeling disconnected with everything around him
and coming across a friend from another world. This is once more milked
and sentimentalised for Christmas with a nostalgic 1980’s track “Together in
Electric Dreams”

Held in Your Bottle
By Jeannie Kendall, Authentic, £9.99
This book looks at the many reasons why we cry, and why
these tears are important to our wellbeing and to God.
Whether we are crying tears of regret, loss, gratitude or
anger, the Bible says that God holds them all in His bottle.
We can draw comfort from the fact that no tear goes unseen by Him.
Each of these emotions is explored by a modern-day story
mirroring a retelling of a relevant Bible character’s experience. The book may enable you to look at the Bible in a
fresh way and help you accept and understand your emotional life.
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However, hidden within the lyrics of the soundtrack to the John Lewis ad,
unbeknown to its creators, the true Christian message called out to me.
“Love comes as a surprise”.

The miracle of Mary’s “yes” and the manifestation of Christ as a tiny,
vulnerable baby born in a human family continues to surprise us. And during
Advent and the gift of the Christian Year we can prepare ourselves to be
surprised yet again.
Unlike many religions we don’t come across God in the rarefied air of a
mountaintop or through our ascetic practices or meditations. We find him
incarnate, a new human being, needy for our human nurturing, present in the
flesh. For heaven and earth are full of His Glory and heaven and earth rejoice.
From the lowliest shepherd to the angelic host.
My prayer is that within the Christmas story, Love comes as a surprise to you
yet again this year. If it doesn’t surprise you it should! For hidden in that
manger is incarnated love that never ends. A love that will teach us how to
live in God and to let Him live in us. The more we look into that baby’s eyes
and appreciate the enormity of this human and divine story, the more the
wonder of Christmas really comes to greet us.
Every blessing
Jonathan
3

For the decoration: Arrange the shortbread on a wire cooling rack set over
a tray.
Melt the chocolate in a heatproof bowl over a pan of barely simmering
water.
Using a spoon, pour the chocolate onto one end of each shortbread finger
and gently spread with a knife.
Decorate and leave to set for about an hour, or chill for about 20 minutes.
Store in an airtight tin in a cool place, or in a sealed box in the fridge for
up to a week.
Serves 20

4
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Christmas Shortbread
Your Gift of Life – at Christmas

For the Christmas shortbread
200 grams cold butter
125 grams icing sugar
300 grams plain flour
Pinch of salt
1 - 2 tsp orange extract
50 grams dried cranberries,
finely chopped 1 orange, zested

Creaking on the staircase –
Noise outside my door –
A rustle in the chimney –
It’s ‘Santa-time’ once more.
St Nicholas is on his way
With all his Christ-life gifts
To fire every child-light with
The loving Christ-mass kiss.

For the optional decoration
150 grams white chocolate
Edible sprinkles or decorations
Preheat the oven to 170 c, 150 c fan, gas mark 3, 325 f.

In some he’ll place the gift of gold –
In others frankincense –
While others will be given myrrh –
All signs of God’s presence.

Line a 20 cm square tin with baking parchment.
Roughly chop the cranberries -- they will get chopped more later.
In a food processor, blitz the butter, sugar, flour and pinch of salt until
the mixture begins to clump together. The mixture won’t be a solid
lump.
Add the orange extract and zest and cranberries and pulse to
combine.
Press the mixture into the prepared tin and level (using your hands or
the back of a spoon is easiest).
You need to push quite hard to firm up the dough.
Prick the dough with a fork.
Bake the shortbread for 45 - 50 minutes or until nicely golden.
While it’s still warm, cut the shortbread in half across the middle.
Then cut each half into 10 - 12 fingers about 1 ½ - 2 cm wide.
Cool completely in the tin.

For in each earthly crib or bed
In squalor, comfort, splendour –
The Christ child has been placed again
To call the world to wonder.
So come you kings, come one, come all,
Come shepherds to the cradle stall
And hear the angels sing a-new
The heavenly song they sing for you.
Your God is in your gift of life –
The life He gives with love –
So take the gift and use it,
Use it wisely, don’t abuse it,
Let the Christ-life fire your spirit
That God in you may LIVE.
By Sam Doubtfire
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The ‘Lectio Divina’ and ‘Reflection Groups’
A Description by Chris Cox LLM
I’m very pleased to let you know that these two groups, which haven’t met
since the beginning of the pandemic, are starting up again soon.
The two Lectio Divina groups that we used to have are being amalgamated
into one. This new group will meet on the fourth (4th) Friday of the
month in St John’s Parish Rooms at 10.00 a.m. It will meet for the first
time at 10.00 a.m. on Friday the 28th of January 2022.

The Reflection group meets on the third (3rd) Tuesday of the month at
7.15 p.m. and will recommence on Tuesday the 18th of January 2022.
During the winter months, Juliet Gravina kindly hosts us at her home off
Long Street until we use the Lamb Chapel again after the clocks go forward
in the spring.
It may be that you are unfamiliar with these groups. If so, what follows is a
description of what we do. These are open groups and are very informal and
friendly. You would be very warmly welcomed if you wanted to come along to
one, or the other…or both!

There was an interesting presentation from David Harrison, treasurer
of Bradford-on-Avon Deanery and a worshipper at Holy Trinity in the
town. He said that when he explained his work, the biggest surprise
came when he told people that parish share did not pay a penny
towards the upkeep of our Cathedral or its bishops. Share is not a
tax, he said, but an investment in people.
It was not all finance matters. There were enlightening reports from
the Dean and the Board of Education, which wishes to engage
deaneries with its development of “community hubs” as a model for
carrying out youth and schools workFour of the Diocese’s 62
chaplains explained their work in universities, courts, the farming
community, schools and prisons. 44 of these chaplains are full-time,
all of them paid for by trusts, charities, or outside bodies, effectively
that supports the Church’s mission.
Finally, the curate of St John with St Mary, Devizes, asked a question
about how clergy aged under 50 could get a COVID booster jab,
sensible given the amount of work they did with the elderly and in
care homes, when they are not currently on the government’s list of
people to receive one.
The Rev’d Gerry Lynch

Lectio Divina:
Lectio Divina (commonly known as ‘Lectio’, and prounounced ‘Lexio’) simply
means ‘divine reading’ in Latin. It is a simple way of reading scripture with
our hearts and minds open to God. It is a contemplative method of praying
with the scriptures that emerged from within the Christian monastic tradition
and can be practised alone or in a group.
Traditionally, there are four stages, or movements, to Lectio…
Lectio

(Read)

Meditatio

(Reflect)

Oratio

(Respond)

Contemplatio

(Rest)
6
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Report on November 2021 Diocesan Synod
“The best budget we can offer without withdrawing significantly from
our mission”. That was the key line in the address to November
Diocesan Synod of the Acting Bishop Salisbury, the Rt Rev’d Karen
Gorham. The Budget for 2022 was the key item on the agenda.
There has been a concerted efforts to keep share low in the Diocese
over many years. Since 2020, the CPI measure of inflation has risen
by 26%, and RPI by 38%. Over the same period, share has risen by
only 16% in the same period. Share was kept low by keeping clergy
stipends low, a repeated series of cuts at Church House, and through
the sale of property. This was already becoming unsustainable when
the pandemic hit. Although yet another round of cuts at Church
House has seen the salary bill there fall by another 7.6% since last
August, we are now reaching the end of what is possible as most
remaining activities are mandatory rather than discretionary, and it is
already one of the cheapest Diocesan administrations in the C of E.
The Diocese is asking for a 5% increase in giving in 2022. If that is
met, the cut in stipendiary clergy posts can be kept to five across the
Diocese. When it consulted on a plan to cut clergy numbers more
radically, this was met with disapproval from laypeople across the
Diocese. Therefore we are going to have to dig a little deeper,
including clergy, who will be offered a pay rise of just 2% against
inflation currently running at around 5%,
Some will wonder about alternative means of providing ministry, but
here is a key point. The Diocese of Salisbury has the third highest
percentage of the population attending church in England and the
second highest ratio of clergy to people: these two facts are not
unconnected. We have seen our Methodist and URC friends presume
they could replace clergy with lay volunteers only to see themselves
entering a spiral of decline more serious than our own.

Another key point: this Diocese has below average giving per
churchgoer, in 28th place out of 42 across England, despite not being
one of the country's more deprived areas. In fact, the Church
Commissioners declined an application this autumn for pandemic
sustainability funding on the basis that giving per head is less than in
many poorer areas.
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Sometimes a fifth stage is added, namely ‘Actio’ (or action). This reminds us
that we should act on what we learn, and that contemplation and action are
not separate from each other but fundamentally interrelated. So, what
happens in our Lectio sessions?
Before we start to read the scripture, we take some time in silence to still our
body, quieten our mind, and bring into our awareness that we are in God’s
presence. Often, a short prayer is then said.
We then listen to a short passage of Scripture being read (Lectio). It is read
slowly, deliberately, and prayerfully, and we give it our full attention as we
listen to it. It’s read more than once, usually three times, with a short silence
between readings.
Then, we silently reflect on the passage that has been read (Meditatio),
paying attention to it. We are open to its meaning and significance for us
individually, now, today. We each identify to ourselves a word or phrase
which resonates for us, which seems to draw our attention, or have some
significance. We identify what it is saying to us, and what we need to learn
from it.
In relation to our reflections, we respond (Oratio) by sharing - if we choose to
- the word or phrase that held significance for us, and our insights and
responses to it. (If practising Lectio alone, in this stage our response is to
God in prayer).
Finally, to bring our period of Lectio to an end, we let go of reading,
reflecting, or conversing. We spend time simply resting in silence and
stillness in the presence of God (Contemplatio).
It’s as simple as that, we read a short passage of scripture, we reflect on it
and on what resonates for us, we share it (if we would like to), and then we
rest in silence. Each session of the Lectio group is facilitated by one of the
participants, if they’re happy to.

Please turn over to page 8 for information on Reflection Group…..
7

Reflection:

The ‘Reflection’ Group, facilitated by me, provides an opportunity to gently
explore our understanding of the Christian life in a supportive environment,
and experience a time of shared silence. Our meetings follow a simple
format of…

How Much is too much….
My husband’s favourite expression when faced with the cost of
items in the store is “How Much…!.”, this is always a statement not a
question, and is accompanied by a shake of the head and a pained
expression on his face.

A reading, usually a prose reading or a poem, that relates in some way to
our spiritual life

But with the cost of living so high it is a fair statement.

20 minutes of silence

We all have a limit of how much we will pay for a certain item and
retailers are very careful to price things as .99 so we feel things are
a pound cheaper than they actually are - £4.99 is actually £5.00 but
our mind tells us it’s £4.00 – a clever marketing trick.

The reading is repeated, and followed by…
A period of discussion and reflection on our reactions to the reading.
In the reflection time we discuss our thoughts and share our experiences,
and all contributions are listened to, received, and respected. However, if
you just want to come along and listen to begin with, without verbally
contributing, that’s fine too. Your presence would be valued and welcomed
however you choose to engage.
So, these two groups, ‘Lectio Divina’ and ‘Reflection’, are starting again in
January. Lectio on Friday the 28th of January at 10.00 a.m., and Reflection
on Tuesday the 18th of January at 7.15 p.m. Do think about coming along,
it would be great to see you.

Chris

It got me thinking how much is too much ?.

But if we really feel we need something how much are we willing to
pay for it?
If we buy something and use it constantly, we say that it doesn’t owe
is anything, but if we buy something else for the same amount and
then only use it once we say that it was a waste of money, but is it,
as we did use it once, and we certainly thought we needed it, and at
the time we were happy to pay the price.
I once saw a sweater in the store window and I fell in love with it,
and when I enquired of the price – I thought it was a lot for a sweater
when in fact I had several already at home, but I really loved the
sweater and really wanted it, so I did in fact buy it, at a rather high
price, but I have worn and worn it and really loved it and in fact it is
now in several holes because I have worn it so much. Does this excuse the high price and the fact that the other previous sweaters are
still in the wardrobe unworn… I’m not sure that I needed the sweater, I just in fact wanted it, but I did love it…
Jesus didn’t think giving up his life for us was too much, he thought it
was the ultimate price and he was willing to pay it for us.
What is the ultimate price for us, do we pay enough to others, do we
help enough, do we sacrifice enough, do we give enough.
Is enough the same as too much… for some it is but for others who
are constantly striving to be enough nothing is too much.
What are we willing to give before we say it is too much…

8
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Services in December

02/12/2021 - Thursday 10.00am—Holy Communion at St John’s
05/12/2021 - The Second Sunday of Advent
8.00am BCP Holy Communion at St John’s
10.30am Parish Communion at St John’s
07/12/2021 - Tuesday 6.30pm—Holy Communion at St Mary’s
09/12/2021 - Thursday 10.00am—Holy Communion at St John’s
12/12/2021 - The Third Sunday of Advent
10.30am Parish Communion at St John’s
14/12/2021 - Tuesday 6.30pm—Holy Communion at St Mary’s
16/12/2021 - Thursday 10.00am—Holy Communion at St John’s
19/12/2021 - The Fourth Sunday of Advent
10.30am—Parish Communion at St John’s
6.30pm - Nine Lessons and Carols at St John’s
21/12/2021 - St Thomas
Tuesday 6.30pm—Holy Communion at St Mary’s

23/12/2021 - Thursday 10.00am—Holy Communion at St John’s
Christmas Eve 5.30pm Crib Service at St John’s
Christmas Eve 11.30pm Midnight Mass at St John’s
Christmas Day 8.00am St Marys
Christmas Day 10.30am St Johns
26/12/2021 - Sunday - St Stephen
10.30am Parish Communion at St John’s
28/12/2021 - The Holy Innocents
Tuesday 6.30pm—Holy Communion at St Mary’s
30/12/2021 - Thursday 10.00am—Holy Communion at St John’s
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday
there is a short service of Morning Prayer at 8.30am in St John’s
12
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Home for Good
Clare Walker from the Home for Good charity visited us
on Sunday 21 November, the Feast of Christ the King,
and led our intercessions. Home for Good works with
churches to promote fostering and adoption, and helps
social services’ departments understand and work
constructively with Christian fosterers and adopters,
as many come from a culture of suspicion of faith, and
especially of Christianity.
In Devizes, there is currently a shortage of foster
carers. Young people are having to move to other parts
of the county to find secure homes for short but crucial
periods in their lives.
That’s why Wiltshire Council are currently running a
campaign to find new foster carers in the town and
surrounding villages, hoping to recruit more carers.
Payments for fostering range from £350 to £650 per
week.
By definition, children who have been fostered have
experienced at least one serious trauma in their lives,
whether directly to themselves or their immediate
family. In fact, foster care is often the result of multiple
serious problems, especially in immediate family
relationships. In those circumstances, the support
networks that children and young people have from
their school-friends and the people they hang out with
in their community are vital.
“Being fostered in Devizes was fantastic for me”, says
local teenager Cameron, “because it allowed me to stay
in the community and attend the same school. It was
also great because although I was experiencing a lot of
chaos in my life, it was just good to be able to keep
those friendships and those bonds.”
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An information meeting on fostering and adoption led
by Home for Good will take place at St James’ parish
rooms on Estcourt Crescent at 7.30 pm on 30
November. There is more information about the
meeting online at homeforgood.org.uk/events/
fostering-devizes-info-evening
Many of you, of course, aren’t in a position to help
with fostering. That doesn’t mean you can’t help
children being fostered or in other parts of the care
system.
Home for Good says that one particularly important
way that churchgoers can support their work is to help
write letters and e-mails to support their advocacy
work. You can find out more information on their
website, www.homeforgood.org.uk
Another issue is that support is needed not only for
children who are fostered, adopted, or in care, but
also for their carers or parents. They could do with
help and support sometimes, which is where you can
step in.
Above all, we can all pray. Pray for foster carers and
adopters and their children, pray for the looked after
children in our community, pray for the thousands of
children across the UK who are waiting to be adopted.
Pray also for those behind the scenes, for the social
workers working to encourage more adoptions, and for
the ministry of Home for Good and charities like it.
Especially pray for the once-in-a generation Care
Review in England and for Josh MacAlister who leads
it, that it will enable radical improvements for children
in care and care leavers.
The Rev'd Gerry Lynch
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