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PARISH RETREAT 2020
Our Retreat this year is again at Lox Lane Farm, near
Shaftesbury, from the evening of Friday 24 April until after
lunch on Sunday 26 April.
Lox Lane Farm is set in beautiful surroundings in the heart
of the North Dorset countryside, an area of outstanding
natural beauty. The 19th century farmhouse and courtyard
have been sympathetically and lovingly converted, maintaining many of the original features. All bedrooms are ensuite.
Does the idea of a weekend in the country with homely
tasty food appeal to you? An opportunity to rest, unwind
and pray? To find out where God might be leading you?
If so, please book the date in your diary now and complete
and return one of the booking forms containing further details, available in church or from Judy Bridger: 01380
724625 or judybridger@hotmail.com. The cost of the
weekend is £145.00 per person, which includes all meals,
morning coffee and afternoon tea.
This year the Retreat will be led by Janet Robbins, who is a
Benedictine Oblate, a member of the World Community for
Christian Meditation, an experienced retreat leader and
spiritual companion. The theme is ‘Finding the Stillness
Within – the happiness we seek is already within us; it is
the gift of Divine Blessing’.

Will you be there?
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A letter from The Bishop of Sherborne
Last month, after 45 years, I paid a return visit to Stonehenge. It was
a clear day and after thousands of years still the mysteries of how
those stones got there and why amaze the visitor. When I visited as a
child you could touch the stones! Now the carefully managed
landscape keeps humans very much in their place as the stones are
admired from a distance.
This year 2020 the National Trust celebrates 125 years. In our
beautiful part of England, this organisation has contributed much to
the preservation of some of our most beautiful gardens and significant
parts of our coastline.
Our landscape is important and the preservation of our environment
essential to our future. The UN has designated 2020 the year of plant
health, so maybe we should each tend our gardens and verges with
extra care this year? More importantly 2020 will focus our attention
even more on climate change as Glasgow will be hosting the UN
climate change summit in November.
With the Lambeth Conference in the summer bringing together
bishops from across the world we shall be faced with personal stories
of the stark reality of how climate change is affecting the day to day
lives of millions of people across the globe and will put our own
stewardship (or not) in question.
How shall we respond? It would be great if each Christian community
across the diocese focussed its attention in 2020 to doing something
for the environment. Maybe working for the next Eco church award?
Maybe spending time doing some gardening in your village or
neighbourhood? Or setting up a community garden or orchard? As
well as continuing to hold our leaders to account for their own
priorities and plans. If all of us made one significant change in
response to our environment in 2020 what a difference that would
make. Pray too for Bishop Nicholas and others called to lead the
national church's response during this important year.
‘The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who
live in it’ Psalm 24:1
3

Bishop Karen

…………………………………………………

Across
8 Interrogated (Acts 12:19) (5-8)
9 ‘Burn it in a wood fire on the — heap’ (Leviticus 4:12) (3)
10 Tobit, Judith, Baruch and the books of Esdras and the
Maccabees are part of it (9)
11 Science fiction (abbrev.) (3-2)
13 Clay pit (anag.) (7)
16 Went to (John 4:46) (7)
19 ‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to —
your bodies as living sacrifices’ (Romans 12:1) (5)

4

World Day of Prayer
(Formally known as Women’s World Day of Prayer)
Service at St Andrews Church
On Friday 6th March
At 10.30am
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‘He gave us eyes to see them’: William Blake’s engravings of Job
The canticle we call the Benedicite began its life as the Song of the Three
Holy Children. In the midst of their terrifying ordeal in the burning fiery
furnace, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego praise God. They call on the
sky above, the seasons, and all that grows and moves on the earth to join
them. Their song invites the whales in the sea, the birds of the air and all
creatures to echo their praise. Finally, they ask all people who are holy and
humble in heart to bless God the creator of all that is.

During this year we are exploring the glory and wonder of creation,
especially animals and birds. The song of the Benedicite praising that
creation is born of pain and testing. That ordeal is the theme of another
book in the Old Testament - Job. We are told that he was an upright,
blameless man, but he suffered. That pain tested his faith and he
demanded an explanation from God.
The book of Job inspired the visionary work of the poet and painter, William
Blake. In 1823 he began creating a series of 22 engravings illustrating Job
which were based on earlier water-colours. Plate 13 depicts God
answering Job out of the whirlwind. We can read of this in chapters 39-41.
God asks Job if he was present at creation. Indeed, can he even begin to
understand the marvels of this world - the mountain goat giving birth, a
horse running through a meadow, or the eagle soaring in the sky. They
praise God like the creatures in the Benedicite by their very being. And
finally, God points to Behemoth and Leviathan - the hippopotamus and the
crocodile - who are symbols of power and brute strength. They are shown
in Plate 15 and fill the orb of the world, just as they dominate creation.
God answers Job with this catalogue of wonders to assure him that He is
the Creator, but He does respond to the cry of humanity. Job may not
understand the stars above nor the earth beneath his feet, but through
meeting God, his life has gained meaning and value. His fortunes are
restored, and he ends his days as one of the holy and humble of heart who
praise God in the Benedicite. The Three Children of the fiery furnace and
Job - they assure us that this world is full of wonders and glory that show
the handiwork of God. When we realise that, we will join them in singing
hymns of praise and thanksgiving.
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22 David’s plea to God concerning those referred to in 14 Down: ‘On
— — let them escape’ (Psalm 56:7) (2,7)
24 Royal Automobile Club (1,1,1)
25 How the book of Ezekiel refers to God more than 200 times
(Ezekiel 2:4) (9,4)
Down
1 Seas (Proverbs 8:24) (6)
2 One of the sons of Eli the priest, killed in battle by the Philistines (1
Samuel 4:11) (6)
3 Specialist in the study of the Muslim religion (8)
4 ‘Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but — him as if he were your
father’ (1 Timothy 5:1) (6)
5 One of Esau’s grandsons (Genesis 36:11) (4)
6 Taking a chance (colloq.) (2,4)
7 God’s instructions to the Israelites concerning grain offerings: ‘ —
salt to — your offerings’ (Leviticus 2:13) (3,3)
12 Confederation of British Industry (1,1,1)
14 ‘All day long they twist my words; they are always — to harm
me’ (Psalm 56:5) (8)
15 The crowd’s reaction to Jesus bringing back to life a widow’s son in
Nain (Luke 7:16) (3)
16 Disappear (Psalm 104:35) (6)
17 How Jeremiah was likely to die if he wasn’t rescued from the
cistern where he was imprisoned (Jeremiah 38:9) (6)
18 What the prophets do to a wall, with whitewash (Ezekiel 13:10,
RSV) (4,2)
20 Made by a plough (Job 39:10) (6)
21 Noah was relieved when the flood waters continued to — (Genesis
8:5) (6)
23 Jesus gave the Twelve the power and authority to do this to
diseases (Luke 9:1) (4)
ACROSS:
8, Cross-examined. 9, Ash. 10, Apocrypha. 11, Sci-fi. 13, Typical. 16, Visited. 19, Offer. 22, No account. 24,
RAC. 25, Sovereign Lord.
DOWN:
1, Oceans. 2, Hophni. 3, Islamist. 4, Exhort. 5, Omar. 6, On spec. 7, Add all. 12, CBI. 14, Plotting. 15, Awe. 16,
Vanish. 17, Starve. 18, Daub it. 20, Furrow. 21, Recede. 23, Cure.

The Rev Michael Burgess begins a series on animals and birds as seen in
art and scripture… this will run throughout 2020.
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2 February - The Presentation of Christ in the Temple/ Candlemas
In bygone centuries, Christians said their last farewells to the
Christmas season on Candlemas, 2 February.
This is exactly 40 days after Christmas Day itself.
In New Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby
boy: it was when they made their first ‘public appearance’. Mary, like
all good Jewish mothers, went to the Temple with Jesus, her first male
child - to ‘present Him to the Lord’. At the same time, she, as a new
mother, was ‘purified’. Thus, we have the Festival of the Presentation
of Christ in the Temple.
So where does the Candlemas bit come in? Jesus is described in the
New Testament as the Light of the World, and early Christians
developed the tradition of lighting many candles in celebration of this
day.
The Church also fell into the custom of blessing the year’s supply of
candles for the church on this day - hence the name, Candlemas.
The story of how Candlemas began can be found in Luke 2:22-40.
Simeon’s great declaration of faith and recognition of who Jesus was
is of course found in the Nunc Dimittis, which is embedded in the
Office of Evening Prayer in the West.
But in medieval times, the Nunc Dimittis was mostly used just on this
day, during the distribution of candles before the Eucharist.
Only gradually did it win a place in the daily prayer life of the Church.

4. Learn to spot the signs of fraud. In the above letter the person claims to
be wealthy, and in the army: which will explain long periods when he does
not keep in touch. He is rich but wants your money! In fact, he has looked
online, found out what you like, and is using it to manipulate you into doing
something for him.
5. Google yourself. Find out just how much personal information about
you is out there. It may come as a shock!
6. Be VERY careful about sending a photo or video of yourself to anyone
that you do not know. If you feel a relationship is developing with an
online contact, do not keep it to yourself. Talk about this person to friends
whom you trust, and make sure they know if you go to meet this person.
Be careful. Leave a trail where you are going so that they can come after
you, if need be – it is a jungle out there!
…………………………………………………………………….

A Treasured Heart
A pearl beyond all human measure
Your heart is such a golden treasure
Too valuable to tell!
Through times of toil and of leisure
Times of sorrow and of pleasure
I shall guard it well!
Love and trust, once they are woken
Are more than just a heart-shaped token
This gift from God above
Not a treasure to be broken
By careless deeds or phrases spoken
This precious gift of love!
Love is patient, love is kind
Love leaves selfishness behind
Forgiving from the start
Truthful, trusting, never blind
Such are the beauties I can find
If I just guard your heart!
By Nigel Beeton
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Stay Safe in Love

ASH WEDNESDAY: mourning our sins

“Hello, I am a millionaire and part-time army officer, and spend my time at
my numerous houses and yachts throughout the world. Even though we
have never met, I am in love with you. I would like to meet you, and share
my paradise with you, but first I need you to send me £500 to pay the air
fare.

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday. But why 'Ash' Wednesday? The
reason has to do with getting things right between you and God, and the
tradition goes right back to the Old Testament.

“I have also just sent you a present of jewellery worth thousands. All you
have to do is to send me the customs tax on it. I also feel so sad because
my beloved cat is ill, and I need to pay a vet bill of $1000. I will send you
her photo, as I can see from your online pages that you love animals. God
bless you.”
Spot anything fishy? Well of course you do. But lots of people get taken in,
and they can lose thousands of pounds in scams like this.
Dating websites offer you contact with lots of people who are looking for
someone special. They also offer you contact with lots of people who are
looking to defraud or damage you.
So, if you are using a dating website to look for romance this month, here
are some guidelines to keep yourself safe:
1. Use only a reputable, well-known dating website. It should have a
section which spells out how they deal with fraud, and also a clear policy
on how they ensure clients’ safety. This is vital: we all can be vulnerable
when meeting complete strangers that look very attractive.
2. If you have ‘met’ someone online who interests you, still keep to the
safety provided by the dating website. DO NOT message or email them off
of the site. Meet them first, and even then, keep your contact details
private for the first few meetings. If they are genuine, they will understand
and agree with your caution.
3. NEVER send money to someone whom you do not know. Ignore their
stories about dying mothers needing medicine, cruel landlords about to
evict them, and pets dying for lack of a vet. In fact, someone wanting to
borrow money early on in a relationship is a sure sign that something is
very WRONG.
14

In the Old Testament, the Israelites often sinned. When they finally
came to their senses, and saw their evil ways as God saw them, they
could do nothing but repent in sorrow. They mourned for the damage
and evil they had done. As part of this repentance, they covered their
heads with ashes. For the Israelites, putting ashes on your head, and
even rending your clothes, was an outward sign of their heart-felt
repentance and acknowledgement of sin. (See Genesis 18:27; 2 Samuel
13:19; Job 2:8, 30:19; Isaiah 58:5; Jeremiah 6:26; Jonah 3:6)
In the very early Christian Church, the yearly 'class' of penitents had
ashes sprinkled over them at the beginning of Lent. They were turning to
God for the first time, and mourning their sins. But soon many other
Christians wanted to take part in the custom, and to do so at the very
start of Lent. They heeded Joel's call to 'rend your hearts and not your
garments' (Joel 2:12-19). Ash Wednesday became known as either the
'beginning of the fast' or ‘the day of the ashes’.

The collect for today goes back to the Prayer Book, and stresses the
penitential character of the day. It encourages us with the reminder of the
readiness of God to forgive us and to renew us.
The Bible readings for today are often Joel 2:1-2, 12 – 18, Matthew 6: 16,16 – 21 and Paul’s moving catalogue of suffering, "as having nothing
and yet possessing everything." (2 Corinthians 5:20b - 6:10)
The actual custom of 'ashing' was abolished at the Reformation, though
the old name for the day remained. Today, throughout the Church of
England, receiving the mark of ashes on one’s forehead is
optional. Certainly the mark of ashes on the forehead reminds people of
their mortality: "Remember that you are dust and to dust you will
return..." (Genesis 3:19)
The late medieval custom was to burn the branches used on Palm
Sunday in the previous year in order to create the ashes for today.
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Saying Yes to Life - The Archbishop of Canterbury's Lent Book 2020
By Ruth Valerio £7.99 SPCK
Saying Yes to Life lifts our focus from natural, everyday concerns to issues
that are having an impact on millions of lives around the world. As people
made in the image of God, we are entrusted to look after what He has
created: to share in God’s joy and ingenuity in making a difference for good.
Ruth Valerio imaginatively draws on the Days of Creation (Genesis 1) as
she relates themes of light, water, land, the seasons, other creatures,
humankind, Sabbath rest and resurrection hope to matters of
environmental, ethical and social concern.

Mothers’ Union
February 5th Communion
with The Revd Canon Robin Stevens
February 6th

Wave of Prayer – 2.30pm –
3.30pm

For more details please contact Juliet Bazeley 829610
……………………………………….

Regular Events
First Sunday of each month:
Fairtrade stall in church after the 10.30am service
Tuesdays
9.30am to 11.30am
Mums and Toddlers meet in the Parish Rooms
7.15pm for 7.30pm (third Tuesday in every month)
Reflection in St John’s
Details from Judy Bridger (724625)
Wednesdays
2.30pm (first Wednesday of the month)
Mothers’ Union meets in the Parish Rooms
Details from Juliet Bazeley (829610)
Thursdays
7.30pm
Bell Ringing Practice
Details from Liz Merritt (726767)

Fridays

Choir Practice
7.00pm Junior Choir
7.45pm Full Practice (ends 8.30pm)
Details from Chris Totney (01672 562886)
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The Rev Paul Hardingham considers self-discipline during Lent.

From the registers
RIP
OLIVE WEBSTER
BAPTISMS
ISAAC GEORGE OSGOOD
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Parish Office Opening
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Fri, 10.00am -12 noon
CLOSED: Tues,Thurs, Sat, Sun
724389 or email admin@stjohnwithstmary org.uk with enquiries

Parish Magazine
Copy deadline for the March 2020 issue of the parish magazine to
The Parish Office by Monday 17th February 2020

Website
stjohnwithstmary.org.uk

Lent Fasting
This month sees the start of Lent, the season of penitence, selfexamination and fasting running up to Easter. Fasting can be a neglected
discipline, but it plays an important part in the Christian life. Jesus began
His earthly ministry by fasting in the wilderness for 40 days and He taught
His disciples to fast (i.e. not if but ‘when you fast, put oil on your head and
wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to others that you are fasting,
but only to your Father, who is unseen.’ (Matthew 6:17,18).
Why Fast?
Firstly, giving up something in my life underlines my desire to put God first
in my life. Secondly, fasting shows me how much I depend on things other
than God in my life, so I can surrender my idols to Him. Thirdly, fasting
encourages me to have a deeper hunger and dependency for God in my
life. Therefore, fasting gives me space to humbly focus on God for His
strength, provision, and wisdom and results in a more intimate relationship
with Christ. It also enables the Holy Spirit to reveal my true spiritual
condition, leading to brokenness, repentance, and a transformed life, with a
heart more attentive to God.
How can I fast?
Usually fasting involves missing one or two meals during the day, although
some can’t abstain from food for medical reasons. It might also include
abstaining or limiting the time I give to television, alcohol or social media.
However, Lent can also be a time to embrace new spiritual disciplines e.g.
joining a study group, ‘random acts of kindness’, or giving more time to
prayer and Bible study. Whatever you do, make Lent count this year!
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled.’ (Matthew 5:6).

The views expressed in this magazine are those of individual contributors. They do
not necessarily represent the official views of the staff and PCC of the parish or of
the diocese of Salisbury. The editor reserves the right to select or edit material
submitted for publication.
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Services in February

Services are in St John’s church unless otherwise stated

2 Sunday:
(Candlemas)

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
8.00am
BCP Holy Communion
10.30am
Parish Communion

4 Tuesday:

6.30pm

Holy Communion in St Mary's

5 Wednesday

8.00pm

Compline

6 Thursday:

10.00am

Holy Communion

9 Sunday

Septuagesima
The Third Sunday before Lent
8.00am
10.30am

BCP Holy Communion
Matins (no Choir)

11 Tuesday:

6.30pm

Holy Communion in St Mary’s

13 Thursday:

10.00am

Holy Communion

16 Sunday:

Sexagesima
The Second Sunday before Lent
8.00am
BCP Holy Communion
10.30am
Parish Communion

18 Tuesday:

6.30pm

Holy Communion in St Mary’s

20 Thursday:

10.00am

Holy Communion

23 Sunday:

Quinquagesima
The Sunday Next before Lent
8.00am
BCP Holy Communion
10.30am
Sunday Thanksgiving with
Communion

26: Tuesday:

6.30pm

Holy Communion in St Mary’s

27 Wednesday 7.30pm

Holy Communion with Ashing

28: Thursday:

Holy Communion

10.00am
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Please sign up for the Coffee Rota for after 10.30am
service coffee – you just need to bring milk –
all other items needed are provided.

………………………………………………………………………..
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