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The Lord calls us to do justly, love
mercy and walk humbly with God Micah 6:8
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Lord of the ages,
you are our beginning and our end.
Everlasting God,
we place our days within your care.
Eternal Father, we trust you.
For your faithfulness in the past, we thank you;
for your constant care, we praise you;
for our future in your love, we place ourselves
into your keeping
and offer our lives for your service.
May God keep us in all our days.
May Christ shield us in all our ways.
May the Spirit bring us healing and peace.
May God the Holy Trinity
drive all darkness from us
and pour upon us
blessing and light. Amen

From: ‘The Green Heart of the Snowdrop’
by Kate McIlhagga.

18

3

Furlong Close Campaign
I write as Chair of The Families and Friends of Furlong Close to
explain the situation of the 34 learning disabled residents currently
under threat of losing their homes, and of the many day care service
users who have already lost their occupation and friendships as a
result of the closure of that service.
The Families and Friends have come together to fight the closure
and we are seeking public support in our campaign to get Hft and
Wiltshire Council to think again.

As you may know from local media coverage the decision to shut
down Furlong Close was announced without warning to residents,
staff and families in mid-October by the charity Hft which took over
the close of five bungalows and associated flatlets from Self
Unlimited in 2013. The shock announcement came on the heels of
the news that day care services on site would also be closed for
good.
Many of the residents, who have severe learning disabilities, many
coupled with epilepsy, sight and hearing impediment and severe
physical disability, have lived at Furlong Close for more than two
decades, some since it opened 28 years ago. They and their families
had the expectation that it would be their life-long home and the
news that they are now to be forced to abandon their homes and the
safety and security of the Close and the village of Rowde is a
terrifying prospect.
For some, now in their 50s and 60s, such a traumatic change will
seriously damage their mental and physical health. In some cases
such a move could shorten lives. The announcement has already left
many residents confused, frightened and depressed about what is
going to happen to them.
The decision to close has been justified by Hft and Wiltshire Council
on the basis that Furlong Close is a "campus-style" site which is not
a model of care now favoured by the Care Quality Commission for
new developments.
4

Book Review
Living His Story – revealing the
extraordinary love of God in ordinary
ways
The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent
Book 2021
By Hannah Steele, SPCK, £7.99
The Archbishop of Canterbury's Lent
Book 2021, Living His Story, explores
evangelism as a way of sharing God’s
love with people. How can we convey the
love of God to our neighbours in a postChristian world that has largely forgotten
the gospel of Jesus Christ?
Hannah Steele uncovers liberating and practical ways of
sharing the gospel story afresh. With warmth and
encouragement, she shows us how we can live Jesus’ story in
our own lives simply by being the people God made us and
allowing people to be drawn to him through our natural gifts.
Living His Story is a Lent devotional that will change the way
you think about evangelism, show how ideally suited it is for
the world we live in and fill you with confidence in sharing
God’s love with the people around you.
Set out in six sessions to take you through Lent, the book can
be used as a single study for individuals or small groups to
prepare for Easter. It will help you find space to see
evangelism from a new practical perspective.
17
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This is a completely inadequate justification for proceeding, without
consultation, to break up an existing, happy community of highly
vulnerable people and force them to leave the homes where they
have been comfortably settled for many years.
Nor does it accord with CQC policy which expressly states that it has
no wish "to disrupt the lives of people who are currently residing in a
service that is not small-scale, provided that the care provided is
person-centred."
No one who knows Furlong Close would suggest that it is in any
general sense of the word a "campus", nor that its residents are
isolated from their local community. They worship, shop, volunteer,
eat out, visit the pubs and cafes and work part-time in local
businesses.
And yet Hft, with the support of Wiltshire Council and the passive
agreement of many of the elected councillors are still intending that
Furlong Close be closed down.
The Families and Friends are asking Hft and Wiltshire Council to
withdraw the decision and to think again in order to allow all those
residents who so choose to continue to live safely and securely within
the supportive local community.
If you support our campaign please challenge your local division
councillor and those who are candidates in the coming May elections,
to declare publically where they stand on this cruel and inhumane
policy which is being pursued in their name.

Antonia Field
Chair Families and Friends of Furlong Close.
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Your Heart is the Centre of Your Being:

'Fairtrade Fortnight 2021 runs from February 22nd to March 7th.
The Theme this year is Climate Fairtrade and You.

‘In the biblical understanding, our heart is at the centre of
our being. It’s not a muscle, but a symbol for the very centre
of our being. Now the beautiful thing about the heart is that
the heart is the place where we are most ourselves. It is the
very core of our being, the spiritual centre of our being.
Solitude and silence, for instance, are ways to get to the
heart, because the heart is the place where God speaks to us,
where we hear the voice that calls us beloved. This is
precisely the most intimate place. In the famous story, Elijah
was standing in front of the cave. God was not in the storm,
God was not in the fire and not in the earthquake, but God
was in that soft little voice (1 Kings 19: 11–12). That soft little
voice...speaks to the heart. Prayer and solitude are ways to
listen to the voice that speaks to our heart, in the centre of
our being. One of the most amazing things is that if you
enter deeper and deeper into that place, you not only meet
God, but you meet the whole world there.’

~ Henri Nouwen

The Fairtrade Foundation will highlight the growing challenges that
climate change brings to farmers and workers in the communities
Fairtrade works with. The facts are straightforward. Farmers and
workers in the global south, who have done the least to contribute to
climate change, are disproportionately affected. The climate crisis is
an immediate and ever-increasing threat and those in climate
vulnerable countries are already seeing its impacts from droughts
and crop disease to floods, heatwaves and shrinking harvests.
With the emergence of the global COVID pandemic, the challenges
that farmers face now are bigger than ever before with falling
commodity prices and widespread shocks reverberating along our
global supply chains. Ongoing poverty in farming communities
makes it increasingly hard to cope with the effects of climate change.
Fairtrade works to raise the voices of producers and prioritise what
they need to respond to the environmental crises unfolding in
already vulnerable communities.
This Fortnight, you are asked to ‘Choose the World You Want’ and
use your voice to tell others about the challenges that farmers face
from climate change.
For more information go to www.fairtrade.org.uk.
Devizes Fairtrade Group will be hosting a Fairtrade Coffee Morning
on Zoom on Saturday 6th March from 10.30 am.
A couple of short films about how the changing climate is affecting
producers of things like coffee and chocolate and how Fairtrade can
help them will be shown and there will be a Fairtrade Quiz and a
short discussion.
You are welcome to join in for all or part of the time.
For more details or to get the link please email
patolhurst@btopenworld.com or call 01380720571 or go to
www.devizesfairtrade.org.uk.'
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Morning Prayer
~ a Zoom pantoum

Lectio Divina:

This morning when we met on Zoom
Between the words a songbird’s tune
Came flooding through the empty room
How sweet God is and snowdrops soon

Lectio Divina, literary ’Divine Reading’, is a contemplative way of reading the Bible; a way of praying the scriptures that helps us to gain a deeper
understanding, and to engage with its significance for us in our lives today.

Between the words a songbird’s tune
Came thrilling in upon the air
How sweet God is and snowdrops soon
And mingled in with Morning Prayer
Came thrilling in upon the air
As bright and hopeful as the sun
And mingled in with Morning Prayer
And God was with us, every one
As bright and hopeful as the sun
Came flooding through the empty room
And God was with us, every one
This morning when we met on Zoom
© Gail Foster 17th January 2021
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We have had the idea of starting a private, at
home, Lectio Divina group. This is not an online
group, simply an agreement, for anyone wishing
to do it, to sit down at home at the same time each
week, to engage in the prayer practice of Lectio
Divina together. We will be doing this each Friday
from 10.00 - 10.30 commencing on the first Friday
of Lent i.e., Friday 19th February.
If you wish to join us all you have to do is pass
your name and email address to our parish administrator Catherine Brown. Then simply sit
down at home on a Friday at 10.00 a.m. with the
chosen scripture reading (emailed weekly) and
take part, knowing that others are doing the
same. An introduction to Lectio Divina will also
be emailed to you.
7

A Curate writes…..
This time of the year always provides a strange
intermezzo in the Church's liturgical cycle.
The long forty days of Christmas seem out
of sync with the secular world, perhaps starting to
drag a little at the point when they are rescued by
the season’s culminating exclamation point of
Candlemas. Then we have the briefest of spells of Ordinary Time, its
only appearance between December and June, before the privations
of Lent begin. In the cycle of the natural seasons, the days are
mercifully starting to stretch but are often viciously cold. It is a time of
being neither one thing nor the other.
So it is with the pandemic. Having not always managed Covid-19
well, as I write the UK has made a bright start to the vaccination
process. At this point, it has vaccinated the fourth highest proportion
of its population in the world, behind only three Middle Eastern
countries: Israel, the UAE, and Bahrain. I have no idea whether that
will remain the case by the time you read this, but the local vaccine
rollout in Wiltshire seems to have been extremely impressive, with
many of you in the highest priority bands having told me that you have
had one or even two jabs already. If the scientists are right, the
appalling death rate should start to come down quite rapidly as people
are being vaccinated, quite rightly, in order of risk to life, along with
our frontline heath and social care workers.
The rest of us will have to wait, and so the pandemic is far from over,
and healthy people in their thirties and forties, who rarely die of
Covid-19 but can end up desperately ill in hospital before fighting it
off, are probably still many, many, months from vaccination. The UK is
unlikely to reach the fabled herd immunity threshold until late summer
or even autumn. We will still be living with the tedious restrictions of
distancing and isolation for at least the first half of 2021, although
probably in an increasingly attenuated form as time goes on.

##################################################################

Don’t Forget Shrove Tuesday
16th February

There were moments like this during the Second World War, when
victory seemed inevitable but only at the other side of an ocean of
human misery. At one of those moments, when the Battle
of Stalingrad was raging high and Rommel and Montgomery were
facing off in North Africa, the then Archbishop of Canterbury,
8

13

Friends of St John’s Churchyard.
St John’s Church is quite literally at the heart of our community being, as it is, in the very
centre of Devizes. We would like to develop the churchyard not just as a place where the
souls of the dead find rest, but also as a place where the souls of the living find succour and
restoration from its beauty and peace. The churchyard is a place where we can all help to
nurture and cultivate natural ecosystems so that it becomes a living churchyard.
The churchyard needs friends with spades, forks, pruning shears, and a bit of energy.
Gardens and green spaces have the power to renew not only themselves but also our own
spirits. However, they need help to be maintained, to grow, and to regenerate, and we would
like to see the churchyard developed and cared for in a way that encourages natural fauna
and flora. Our hope is that it can become a space that is ‘owned’, not just by the parish, but
by the whole community who engage in some light toil in a companionable way.
There is routine maintenance required but also some exciting ideas for re-designing parts of
the churchyard. One of our first ideas is to design and install a designated reflective area
with seating and a central focus, where people can sit and enjoy the peace and quiet.
So, we are looking for volunteers to help with this work and would welcome whatever time
you feel able to spare. As a guide, we would probably be looking at organising either weekly
or fortnightly group activities for maybe a couple of hours per session and at a time that best
suits most people - pandemic allowing!
If you would be willing to devote some time to this community project, please email me
back at livingchurchyard@stjohnwithstmary.org.uk and please also feel free to share this
email with anyone and everyone. Clues as to what you like to do and/or are good at would
prove helpful as would some idea of availability.

William Temple, wrote Christianity and Social Order. It is hard to
imagine now that a book about social policy from an archbishop
might be a bestseller, but demand for Temple’s work regularly
outstripped the limited wartime supply of paper.
No work of Anglican social theology has ever had more impact than
this work. It was a crucial part of building a national consensus on
how Britain should develop after victory, as a country fit for heroes,
including an expansion of the welfare state, the building of millions of
new homes, and perhaps most significantly the NHS whose value we
now see underscored.
Between the long-term impact of the pandemic and Brexit, the Britain
of the 2020s will inevitably be very different from that of the last
generation. How can the Church help people imagine a new future,
sharing a vision that learns lessons from the plague year and
transcends boundaries of political ideology and class? How can we
put into practice what we have learned about how vital those who are
least rewarded financially are to the smooth running of the
country? How can we make this country fit for NHS heroes today as
it was for wartime heroes then?

Once we have a group of volunteers, we would be looking to organise an on-line meeting to
begin to put some structure to a support group for the churchyard. This is provisionally
diarised for Thursday 25th February at 7pm.

Best regards,

An idea of the sort of jobs that need doing would be as follows:
• Routine maintenance and the clearance of drains and gullies
• Creating an area for reflection – paving slabs, focal point, seating, etc
• Reorganisation of parking facilities near the gate
• Rewilding of designated areas and related maintenance
• Planting and maintaining of borders
• Uncovering gravestones - removing ivy, etc
Building bird boxes, bug hotels etc.
(Routine grass cutting is undertaken by the Town Council)

Gerry

Mike McClelland
On behalf of Parochial Church Council
Building & Grounds Committee
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Quarantine Again!
How long does quarantine last? That ancient precaution against infection now seems to be seven days for some, ten for others, a fortnight
for yet others – and for many of us, it feels like months on end.
Strictly speaking, quarantine should be forty days, the period of isolation and sheltering taken against plague in the seventeenth century.
The English word comes from the Italian quarantina or the French
quarantaine, both meaning forty days.
Forty days is also of course the length of Jesus’ ‘quarantine’ and testing in the desert. And it became the length of time that was gradually
adopted across the early Church in preparation for baptism at Easter.
(In Italy, Lent is called quaresima, and in France, carême – a contraction of quarantaine.)
Quarantine as a public health measure entails – as we know all too
well – deprivation of the usual pleasures of movement and company.
The forty days of Lent, traditionally observed as a time of ‘fasting and
abstinence’, of ‘giving up’ activities or pleasures, can be seen as a
similar deprivation. In which case it’s understandable if this year we
want little to do with such restriction of our freedom when Lent begins
again on 17 February. Why another forty days when it feels as though
we’ve already been in quarantine for almost four hundred?
Can anything positive be drawn from quarantine or lockdown? The
last year has brought loneliness, boredom, poverty and sickness to
millions of people across the world. A vicious virus cannot be called
good. But the enforced discipline of deprivation has also inspired
many to discover new interests and skills, new delight in nature, new
forms of human community – just as fasting from food can make the
food itself more precious.
Our English word for the forty days gives a clue. It doesn’t actually
refer to the length of time, the quarantaine, but to the time of year:
Lent is an old English word for ‘spring’ (like the German Lenz). In other words, the point of all the fasting and deprivation is the new growth
they nurture. The direction of the forty spring days is towards Easter,
the bursting from the tomb. So that Lent is not so much a time for putting up the shutters as for opening them to greater light.
But perhaps opening only cautiously, as in Leonard Cohen’s song:
Ring the bells that still can ring
Forget your perfect offering
There is a crack, a crack in everything
That’s how the light gets in.
10

Neither nature’s spring nor the Church’s Lent is about throwing open
those shutters to limitless light and growth. Light gets in through the
cracks, but in full beam it can blind you. And as the world is discovering, undisciplined perpetual growth is not a liberation but a destructive force, obliterating the balance and the generosity of nature.
So when, in St John’s Gospel, Jesus speaks about himself and his
friends as vine and branches, the point is not how big the vine grows
or how many branches it has. (‘Church growth’ is as much an idol as
economic growth.) On the contrary, what matters is not the size but
the fruit. To enrich that fruit the divine gardener actually restricts the
size by pruning.
Perhaps then those ‘prunings’ of national lockdown or of Christian
Lent could open up for us all a more fruitful life. A life where we discover what really matters and taste it; where love of neighbour
comes before power or success; where the very constriction of our
vision lets in a clearer light, light of truth and of resurrection.
Seamus Heaney’s poem ‘Field of Vision’ pictures ‘a woman who sat
for years in a wheelchair’, looking out through the window daily at
the same scene of sycamores, hawthorn and cattle. A drastically
restricted life and view; yet ‘she was steadfast as the big window
itself’. The poem ends with a different image:
Face to face with her was an education
Of the sort you got across a well-braced gate –
One of those lean, clean, iron, roadside ones
Between two whitewashed pillars, where you could see
Deeper into the country than you expected
And discovered that the field behind the hedge
Grew more distinctly strange as you kept standing
Focused and drawn in by what barred the way.
Christopher Burdon
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