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Rector’s letter
What Will You Do?

What will you do, the poet said, with this
One wild and precious life you have today?
Within the womb the Baptist leaps for bliss.
Upon the cross He gives his life away.
What will we do indeed, for heaven’s sake
We motley crew of children, priests, and fools
We offer fairy cakes and prayers, and break
Communal bread according to the rules
What did he do? He died, and rose again
Was unconventional, and wild, and brave
He gave his precious life that other men
Might rise in easy conscience from the grave
And you, sat there all cosy in your pew
What will you do with what he gave for you?
© Gail Foster 11th June 2017

What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring him praise,
The babe, the son of Mary.
A Very Happy New Year! That is truly my wish for you all.
But what constitutes a Happy New Year for you? And I think that’s worth
considering as we are all continually bombarded with news of new Covid
variants, strains on the NHS and portents of doom unless we watch our every
step and keep ourselves at home as much as possible.
What makes our life happy?
It is true that we strive for safety and security. For those of us lucky enough to
get our lives organised, the first part of our lives is spent making sure we have a
roof over our heads, food on the table (or TV tray) and that we live in a society
that allows us freedom of movement to socialise and follow our interests. But
although we all strive for comfort and order these are not the things that bring
true meaning into our lives. Facing challenge and overcoming challenge, sharing
projects together and creating something together - whether it be a building, an
event or simply shared movement or dance: these are the things that satisfy and
enrich our lives.
Although we need to keep our bodies safe we need to keep our minds and hearts
and souls safe too. There are a huge number of young people with mental health
issues today and the roots of this need tackling just as much as physical safety.
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We are reaching a point where a balance needs to be struck between keeping
people physically safe and not slipping into a culture that forgets what it is like
to be fully human and alive to the world and to each other.
One thing we also loose at our peril is our sense of wonder of the world around
us. If we are open to wonder we are open to new possibilities. If we are open
to wonder we leave a space where God can enter in and we can question with
open hearts:

What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
If we take our heads out of the media maelstrom of fearmongering and come to
the threshold of mystery we can gaze at that mystery and ask ourselves – “what
child is THIS?”
A question worth continually asking and one which will continually feed our
hearts.
For this child is HOPE.
This child is heaven meeting earth.
This child brings us, our Happy New Year.
Every blessing
Jonathan
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Bible Readings for January

1
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3
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14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Num. 6.22-end
Jer. 31.7-14
1 John 2.29-3.6
1 John 3.7-10
1 John 3.11-21
Isa. 60.1-6
1 John 3.22-4.6
1 John 4.7-10
Isa. 43.1-7
1 Sam. 1.1-8
1 Sam. 1.9-20
1 Sam. 3.1-10
1 Sam. 4.1-11
1 Sam. 8.4-7
1 Sam. 9.1-4
Isa. 62.1-5
1 Sam. 15.16-23
1 Sam. 16.1-13
1 Sam. 17.32-33,37,40-51
1 Sam. 18.6-9, 19.1-7
1 Sam. 24.3-22a
2 Sam. 1.1-4,11-12,17-19
Neh. 8.1-3,5-6,8-10
2 Sam. 5.1-7, 10
Jer. 1.4-10
2 Sam. 7.4-17
2 Sam.7.18-19, 24-end
2 Sam. 11.1-10, 13-17
2 Sam. 12.1-7, 10-17
Ezek. 43.27-44.4
2 Sam. 15.13-14, 30, 16.5-13
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Book Review

Andrew Rumsey - English Grounds

Lost in Wonder
By Steve Morris, Authentic, £9.99
Have you lost your sense of wonder? In an age
of fake news and mistrust of big narratives,
the idea that there is a God-given sense of almost childish wonder available is a revolutionary thought. We are still yearning for wonder
today, but maybe we are just looking for it in
the wrong places. Steve Morris invites us to
look again at the world and discover the wonder in the everyday.
Understand why wonder can be a way of life
rather than a fleeting feeling and learn how it
has the potential to transform our lives, our
churches and our communities.

So Loved – 26 words that can change your life
By Martin Salter, IVP £5.99
Here’s an astonishing claim. John 3:16 appears on
everything from fridge magnets to sports stars’
faces. But what does it actually mean? And how
does it relate to you and me?
With warmth, personal stories and humour, the
author explains God’s love, His Son, His sacrifice,
and the all-important connection with us today. This is an invitation for anyone to dive
straight in and take the first step in an exciting,
life-transforming journey of faith.
12

Date: 22nd January 2022
Time: 19:00 - 21:00
Location:

St Mary's Church, New Park Street, Devizes SN10 1DS

Organiser: The Parish Church of St John with St Mary, Devizes
Tickets: Devizes Books, Sidmouth Street, Devizes & The Parish
Office, Long Street Devizes
Price: Standard fee: £15.00

The Bishop of Ramsbury - Andrew Rumsey
Andrew will share songs and readings from his new book English
Grounds: A Pastoral Journal. Rooted in the Wiltshire
landscape, English Grounds explores themes of place, spirituality
and belonging in a series of short essays and photographs.
Former Literary Editor of The Times, Erica Wagner, describes this
as “a marvellous book, lit by faith, love and imagination”.
Refreshments will be served and there will be the opportunity to buy
Andrew's book 'English Grounds: A Pastoral Journal', after the talk.
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Mary and Jesus
Once or twice a month I spend part of the day as a voluntary chaplain at
Salisbury Cathedral. The job description is simple: to lead the hourly prayers,
and to be available to talk with visitors in the name of Christ and his Church.
Over the past two years the number of visitors has for obvious reasons been
much reduced, so there is often some time just to be still or to look more
closely at the amazing feat of art, of engineering and of theology that is this
beautiful building.
But as well as the cathedral itself, there are many fine works of art within it.
Some are relatively recent, like the font and the ‘Prisoners of Conscience’
window. I always seek out one that dates from 1995. It
can be found in the centre of the St Martin’s Chapel (or
‘Morning Chapel’) off the north aisle.
As you enter the chapel this stone statue looks
unprepossessing and rather eerie (see the first image
to the right). But it’s sufficiently intriguing to warrant a
closer look – as I often observe visitors doing. And if
you walk round to the north side (see the second
image) you can see more clearly a boy emerging from
a large stone hollow, with protective arms above him.
It is of course Mary and Jesus, as the nearby
information board tells you. On the board is also a
picture of the sculptor, Mary Spencer Watson, who
herself lived on the Isle of Purbeck where the stone
for her work was quarried – the same stone from
which the cathedral was built eight centuries ago.
But where conventional pictures or statues of Mary
and Jesus will show the mother cradling her child or
gazing at him in a manger, here Jesus has an almost
adult face. He emerges from the rock with boldness.
The mother’s arms still overshadow him, but her face
is invisible.
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Tarrant’s Tasty Treat….
Vegetable Crumble
1 swede, peeled and diced
2 carrots, peeled and diced
6 cauliflower florets
6 broccoli florets
1 small turnip, peeled and diced
½ pint vegetable stock
75 grams margarine
100 grams wholemeal flour
50 grams rolled oats
Salt and pepper
50 grams edam cheese, grated
•
•
•

•
•
•

Mix the prepared vegetables in a saucepan, add the stock and
simmer gently for about 5 minutes to just parboil.
Place in an ovenproof dish and sprinkle with half of the
grated cheese.
Mix together the margarine and flour until the mixture
resembles fine breadcrumbs, add the oats and seasoning.
Place the crumble mixture on top of the crumbs, add the oats
and seasoning.
Place the crumble mixture on top of the vegetables and
cheese. Top with the remaining cheese.
Cook in the oven, 180c, 350f, Gas Mark 4, for 40 minutes.
11

Smile
With Epiphany in mind…
I was telling my three boys the story of the Nativity and how the
Wise Men brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh for the
infant Jesus. Clearly giving it a lot of thought, my six-year-old
observed, “Mum, a Wise Woman would have brought nappies.”
The end?
A local priest and pastor stood by the side of the road holding up a
sign that said, “The End is Near! Turn yourself around now before it’s
too late!”
“Leave us alone, you religious nuts!” yelled the first driver as he sped
by. Then from around the curve they heard a big splash.
“Do you think,” said one clergyman to the other, “we should just put
up a sign that says ‘bridge out’ instead?”
The Seagull

A father was at the beach with his children when his four-year-old
son ran up to him, grabbed his hand, and led him to the shore where a
seagull lay dead in the sand. “Daddy, what happened to him?” the son
asked. “He died and went to Heaven,” the Dad replied.
The boy thought a moment and then said, “Did God throw him back
down?”
10

This is still Mary’s son, but from her womb and her liberating embrace he is
facing the world.
Is this unusual Mary and Jesus a statue for this time of Epiphany? At
Christmas we celebrated Jesus’ birth. But he is born in the world with a
purpose and a mission. What is hidden in midwinter at Bethlehem is to be
revealed in the public appearance of this Anointed One: that is what
‘epiphany’ means.
The gospel stories traditionally associated with this month’s feast of
Epiphany are the coming of the magi to Bethlehem, Jesus’ baptism at the
Jordan, and the wedding at Cana. They all show him increasing in authority
– and leaving his mother somewhat mystified.
If you look again at the statue face on (see on
the right) you may notice that where Mary’s
hand should be there is instead a bird – the
dove, the Spirit of God that empowers Jesus
for his task of bringing new life and hope and
wisdom and truth to the world. He is no longer
an infant but the Anointed One – the Messiah,
the Christ.
This may be stone, but it depicts no plaster
saint. Rather, here is a leader fully human,
fully Jewish, fully male. Here is one striding out
from the womb, from the rock, from his
baptism, and looking us in the face. Here is the
man whose stories will baffle and entrance;
who will utter words of forgiveness and of
judgment; who will defy the powerful and face
death.
Next time you are in our cathedral, why not spend a few minutes in the
Morning Chapel and see if there is epiphany there. It could inspire us also to
find epiphanies elsewhere – or anywhere.
Christopher Burdon
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Services in January

Sunday 2nd The Epiphany
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am Parish Eucharist
Tuesday 4th 6.30pm Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Thursday 6th 10.00am Holy Communion at St John’s
Sunday 9th The Baptism of Christ
10.30am Parish Communion
Tuesday 11th 6.30pm Holy Communion at St Mary’s

Epiphany on the Jordan

Thursday 13th 10.00am Holy Communion at St John’s

Beginning here we glimpse the Three-in-one;
The river runs, the clouds are torn apart,
The Father speaks, the Sprit and the Son
Reveal to us the single loving heart
That beats behind the being of all things
And calls and keeps and kindles us to light.
The dove descends, the spirit soars and sings
‘You are belovèd, you are my delight!’

Sunday 16th The Second Sunday of Epiphany

10.30am Parish Communion
Tuesday 18th 6.30pm Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Thursday 20th 10.00am Holy Communion at St John’s
Sunday 23rd

The Third Sunday of Epiphany
10.30am Parish Eucharist

Tuesday 25th The Conversion of St Paul
6.30pm Holy Communion at St Mary’s

In that quick light and life, as water spills
And streams around the Man like quickening rain,
The voice that made the universe reveals
The God in Man who makes it new again.
He calls us too, to step into that river
To die and rise and live and love forever.
Malcolm Guite

Thursday 20th 10.00am Holy Communion at St John’s
Sunday 30th Presentation of Christ in The Temple - Candlemas
10.30am Parish Communion
8
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