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Update from The Rector

Book Review
My Sour-Sweet Days – George Herbert and the
Journey of the Soul
By Mark Oakley, SPCK, £6.99
Mark Oakley reveals George Herbert as a fine companion with
whom to examine the journey of the soul. His poems are ‘heartwork and heaven-work’, embracing love and closeness, anger
and despair, reconciliation and hope.
There is, too, an appealing and audacious
playfulness about Herbert: he seems to
take God on, knowing God will win,
confident God will not abandon him. This
sense of relationship with God as primarily
friendship is one of many intriguing and
healing aspects we are invited to consider.
This book contains 40 well-chosen poems
by George Herbert (widely considered the
greatest devotional poet in the English
language), each of which is followed by a
short reflection by Mark Oakley.

Dear Friends,
I look forward to being declared fit to work again at the beginning of July,
after nearly a year of struggling with my health. I became ill in July last year
with what was eventually diagnosed, in October, as Polymyalgia
Rheumatica. In April, after several attempts to get back to my duties, I
became very ill indeed. The steroids I was taking for this condition had
induced the onset of Diabetes. My blood sugar levels were sky high and I
had little or no energy at all. It was on Good Friday that my Diabetes was
diagnosed. I remember watching Captain Tom Moore walking up and down
his garden on his frame, raising money for the NHS. I did not have the
energy even to get to the end of our garden once, and he was ready to do a
hundred laps of his!
In addition to ill health, like all of you we have been subject to the national
lock-down resulting from the Coronavirus. I have had an opportunity for a
great deal of reflection and soul-searching. It has provided space to think
about priorities in life for self and family. It has enabled me to think about
what best outcome there might be for parish and diocese after such a longtime off sick.
I have decided that the best option all round is for me to take early
retirement and perhaps take up a house for duty post elsewhere. It will be
sad to leave St John with St Mary after nearly thirteen years among you all.
We have shared ups and downs together, joys and sorrows. Katriona and I
have really enjoyed living in Devizes and have made good friends. I have
valued so much the support and encouragement of colleagues,
churchwardens, PCC members and the members of our congregations in
my ministry among you. I have greatly appreciated the opportunities of Civic
responsibilities and work across the Deanery, Diocese and Ecumenically.
Much of this I have had to set aside during the time I have been ill. I will
miss these challenges and opportunities, but I look forward to a gentler
pattern of life with space and time for rest, reflection, and recreation.
Our new curate Gerry arrives just as I announce my departure. I am sure
that you will welcome him to his first post in ordained ministry – starting with
his licensing as a lay minister at the end of June and his ordination in
September. He will be in good hands, not only with all of you good folk at St
John with St Mary but also under the guidance of two training ministers
instead of just one, the Archdeacon, Ven Dr Sue Groom and the Rector of
Cannings and Redhorn, Revd Richard Curtis.
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I have a certain amount of accumulated holiday time to take. I expect to be
on holiday for much of July and August, but I shall return to duties in
September before I retire in October.
May I thank you all for the support of prayer, messages, cards, and gifts
during these last months. I wish you all the best for the future. May God’s
grace uphold and support you all.
Yours,

Paul

Her time working for OFSTED and some of the stories from those years. It was
also a realisation that the onset of her MS had been so quick and how she had
deteriorated so dramatically in a decade or so.
She had many friends, many people who were praying for her and now that I
am in a new role away from St John’s I have missed her inspiration greatly.
I find it sad that I will not see Faith again this side of heaven, but I feel happy for
her in that she will now be free of all those limitations that held her captive in
this world and I imagine her flying with angels free to live beyond this life.
David Evans: I first got to know Faith because week by week her wheelchair
was placed in front of the pews at the parish communion. Then, six years ago,
the church decided to launch a programme called Open the Book for the
primary school pupils of Trinity School. Each week a Bible story is enacted by a
group of adults, with the aim of familiarising the children with the Bible stories.
Faith’s mobility problems meant that she could not be an actor, but she was
able to help by reading the accompanying narratives. This was not for her a
straightforward task: it was not easy for her to turn pages or to move her head
sufficiently to follow the text on the page. Yet she refused to allow her physical
disabilities to defeat her. Her courage, her perseverance and her determination
were inspirational. Even getting to the school each Thursday morning posed
problems that would have defeated a lesser person: getting her wheelchair on
and off the buses involved complex procedures and often she was challenged
by wind and rain.
I remember Faith as a brave lady whose body no longer did what she wanted,
but whose spirit remained indomitable.
Juliet Bazeley: Faith was a loyal member of St John & St Mary Mothers' Union
for many years, who enjoyed the company of fellow members. She often read
prayers at the start of the meetings and gave the vote of thanks to speakers.
Faith was always very appreciative of our cakes and scones for tea!
Jane concludes: When we return to worship in church it will be strange not to
see Faith in her usual spot waiting for the rest of congregation to arrive – she
will be much missed by us all at St John’s.
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Jane and David were able to attend the Funeral Service to represent St John’s
but unfortunately Jacqui was unable to leave the Prison due to work
commitments
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Memories of Faith Greenman

8th March 1956—17th May 2020
Jane Scorer: As a churchwarden when it’s my duty I aim to be in church
early for the service - and I could always guarantee that come rain or shine
Faith would be among the first to arrive so she could make sure that I, or
whoever else was there in good time, marked the hymn numbers and
opened her service book at the right place ready to start. She rarely
missed a Sunday.
Determination, spirit, and strength of character are among the qualities that
run through all our memories of Faith as a regular and devoted member of
St John’s congregation.
The Rev Jacqui Clarke was Associate Priest at St John’s until last
October and is now Anglican Chaplain at Erlestoke Prison:
Faith was a gentle soul; despite her obvious disability she was energetic in
nature and would always be at the front of the Church in her wheelchair.
She never ever let that wheelchair stop her from getting around.
One of my overriding memories was of the Palm Sunday parade from St
Mary’s to St Johns. Faith would be there, well turned out, bright, ready to
carry a palm in her hand and join us on the procession behind the donkeys.
She was also a regular attendee at the healing ministry. As her health was
failing her, and her hands got weaker, she would come and we would pray
that her strength would keep her going. She was Faith by name and she
had so much more faith than your average person.
But for me personally, Faith was an inspiration, whenever I felt I was
feeling overloaded with life or thinking I needed to take things easy I
thought of Faith, of her perseverance. Her disability did not allow her stop
doing what she wanted, or needed, to do. If I ever felt grumpy, I would see
her smiling face looking at me and I was humbled by her continuing joy and
kindness to others. Yet all she would ask for herself was just help to make
her a little more comfortable, “Sorry to ask but could you just adjust my rain
mac?” or “I’m sorry could you pass me …. I seem to have dropped it”.
When she was very poorly last year I visited her in the in Swindon Hospital,
I would always find her having happy banter with the nurses, keeping them
in check and asking after people around her, making sure they were ok.
It was during this time, I heard more about Faith’s life before the
wheelchair.
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July 22nd
The Other Mary
By the Revd Canon David Winter

when you pray what does God say?” And Mother Teresa answered,
“Nothing, He listens.” Prayer is a mutual listening.
By: Rev. Fr. James Coles ('Scholé' Blog)
Accessed from: https://frjamescoles.wordpress.com/2009/06/22/icon-ofchrist-and-his-friend/

As the traditional Easter story is remembered again this month, you
may notice that there is one name that frequently occurs. It is that of
the ‘other’ Mary – not the mother of Jesus but Mary of Magdala, who
stood by her at the cross and became the first human being, male or
female, actually to meet the risen Christ. That’s quite a record for a
woman who, the Gospels tell us, had been delivered by Jesus from
‘seven devils’. As a result, her devotion to Him was total and her grief
at His death overwhelming.
In church history Mary Magdalene became the ‘fallen woman’, a harlot
who was rescued and forgiven by Jesus. And while there is no
evidence to prove she was a ‘fallen woman’, the contrast is sublime:
Mary the virgin mother, the symbol of purity and Mary Magdalene, the
scarlet woman who was saved and forgiven, the symbol of
redemption. Surely, we all fall somewhere between those two
extremes.
What we do know is that the two Marys stood together at the cross,
the Blessed Virgin and the woman rescued from who knows what
darkness and despair.
The second great moment for her was as unexpected as it was
momentous. She had gone with other women to the tomb of Jesus
and found it empty. An angelic figure told them that Jesus was not
there, He had risen – and the others drifted off. But Mary stayed,
reluctant to leave it like that. She became aware of a man nearby,
whom she took to be the gardener. She explained to Him that the
body of ‘her Lord’ had been taken away and she didn’t know where to
find Him.
6
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Icon of Christ and His Friend
Nowhere is the image of God drawing close to us more
profoundly demonstrated than in the 5th century Egyptian icon of
Christ and Abba Menas currently hanging in the Louvre in Paris.
The French, however, do not call it Christ and Abba Menas they title it
Christ and His Friend.
Reflection upon this icon can be used to demonstrate what it is to live
the Christian life, to do pastoral work and, more specifically, how to
form disciples in Christ.

The man simply said her name ‘Mary’ and she instantly realised it
was Jesus. She made to hug Him, but He told her not to touch Him
because His resurrection was not yet complete. She was,
however, to go to the male disciples and tell them she had met
Him. She did – but they couldn’t believe her.
Her words – ‘I have seen the Lord’ – echo down the centuries, the
very beating heart of the Christian gospel.

In the icon we notice the unusual position of Christ with his arm
around “the friend.” This embrace can be seen as demonstrating the
change of status we have with Christ. He no longer calls us servants
but rather friends. “No longer do I call you servants for the servant
does not know what the master is doing; but I called you friends, for
all that I have heard from the Father I have made known to you.” John
15:15
The second thing this icon teaches about the relational love of the
Lord for us is the position of the eyes. Christ has an eye on the friend
and another looking out. We need to follow Christ’s example, we can
have one eye on Christ and one eye on those under our care.
“Looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the
joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” Hebrews 12:2
This icon shows the Lord Jesus Christ holding the scriptures,
symbolising that He is the Word, the truth. We are like the friend in
the icon, we also have been given something to share, as signified
by the small scroll that the friend is holding. But we are only given
enough wisdom to rely on God to provide more.
The next detail of this icon to consider is that Christ has no feet. The
fact that the friend has feet can be understood as being sent out like
the Father sent the Son. “Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.’” John 20:21
Finally, there is a silence found in this icon as in all icons. Christ and
His friend have their mouths closed. The friend, however, is painted
with very prominent ears. We are to primarily be listeners of
God. There is a silence in the icon. A prayerful silence where not a
word is spoken. Mother Teresa was asked what her secret was and
she said, “My secret is simple, I pray.” So someone asked her
what she said when she prayed and she said, “nothing, I listen.” So
14
the interviewer asked, “OK,
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On being appointed Treasurer of The PCC of St John’s with St
Mary’s I have been asked to say a few words to introduce myself, so
here goes:

Sudoku

I grew up in Devizes, moving here from Bromham at the age of 7, the
daughter of Peter and Sybil Amor. I have a brother, Stephen who
now lives with his wife in Newfoundland. I went to the Grammar
School and subsequently Devizes School and attended St James
Church when the vicar was Ken Brown. It all seems like a long time
ago now.
After working locally as a school secretary for a few years I moved
away in my early twenties; working for Private Hospital Companies in
London, Southampton, Bournemouth and Slough/Windsor in Finance
and Administration Management.
I was single until the age of 50 when I met Julian and we married in
2008. We were married at The Bluebell Railway in Sussex and had a
Blessing at St John’s Church in Devizes the following weekend. We
have no children but do have two cats.
Whilst I was living away Mum and Dad moved to St Mary’s Church
and were stalwarts at Evensong there. When St Mary’s closed they
transferred to St John’s.
In 2015, on the death of my parents Julian and I moved back to
Devizes to live in Casterbridge, the house I moved to when I was 7!
To begin with Julian’s mother, Margaret lived with us and I was her
carer; but she sadly passed in early 2019. We love living in Devizes
and are involved in several organisations in the Town. I am currently
Chairman of The Wiltshire Ladies Club and Secretary of the Devizes
Food and Drink Festival. I volunteer for the Foodbank on the
administration side and I have also been a member of St John’s PCC
for a year.
On moving here we went to St John’s as it was the Church Mum and
Dad went to although this became increasingly difficult as Margaret
became more frail and couldn’t be left alone.
8
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Parish Office

My hobbies include making silver jewellery and cooking for friends.
We are very lucky to have a house that is great for entertaining, and
in normal times we often have guests staying for the weekend. I also
like to grow plants from seed, both flowers and vegetables, to plant in
our ample garden.
We are both finding Sundays particularly hard during Lockdown and
look forward to being able to attend services at St John’s again and
meeting up with friends and familiar faces there.

Becky Edgington
The Office is Closed at present but we can be contacted at home
07808 98 77 55
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
9.00am –12 noon
Parish Magazine
Copy deadline for the July 2020 issue of the parish magazine to
The Parish Office by Monday 13th July on admin@stjohnwithstmary.org.uk

Website
www.stjohnwithstmary.org.uk

The views expressed in this magazine are those of individual contributors. They do
not necessarily represent the official views of the staff and PCC of the parish or of
the diocese of Salisbury. The editor reserves the right to select or edit material
submitted for publication.
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Local is back!
Odd things have been happening to my world in these past weeks of
lockdown.
It’s got bigger. I’ve been speaking regularly via the web with friends in
Australia and the United States. Worshippers from Canada and South
Africa are taking part in our online church services. Other churches
are telling the same stories, with increasing numbers of people logging on.

Today, churches around the world are deeply rooted in their local
communities and are seeking to follow Christ’s example of love and
caring.
Each of us is rooted into our family, into our key relationships and
into where we live.
During this pandemic, each of these has grown in importance.
Peter Crumpler is a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts,
and a former communications director for the CofE.

It’s got smaller. Even with the relaxation of regulations, many people
are still working from home, home-schooling and mostly exercising
within walking or cycling distance from where they live.
It’s got faster. Arrangements for a funeral in my family were speeded
up, with registration and funeral planning carried out over the phone.
A doctor’s appointment by telephone significantly cut down waiting
time.
It’s got slower. Shopping takes longer with queues that people would
have complained about before the lockdown. The shops have done a
great job to keep the shelves stocked and maintain social distancing.
I’ve been thinking about what the long-term impact of the Covid-19
lockdown might be. One of the key outcomes is that local is back.
For decades, we’ve been hearing about globalization, and how the
world is a much more connected place. It is, and the internet has kept
many vital businesses running these past weeks.
But we’ve also come to value what’s on our doorstep and in our local
streets.
Neighbours have become more important. We’re valuing local shops,
pubs and restaurants, parks and open spaces. All the people working
hard to keep local services going.
Christianity is now a major global religion, with billions of followers
around the world. But it began local. It began with Jesus Christ, travelling by foot, preaching and healing around a small area of the middle east. From its local roots, the faith spread around the world.
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Please follow this link to investigate the wide range of
Independent shops within Devizes : https://www.indevizes.org.uk
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