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Exod. 34.29-end
Exod. 40.16-21, 34-end

Lev. 23.1, 4-11, 15-16,
27, 34-37
Lev. 25.1,8-17

Services for July
Sunday 4th July—The Fifth Sunday after Trinity
8.00am
BCP Holy Communion
10.30am
Parish Communion
Tuesday 6th July
6.30pm
Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Wednesday 7th July
8.30am
Morning Prayer
Sunday 11th July—The Sixth Sunday after Trinity
8.00am
BCP Holy Communion
10.30am
Parish Communion
Tuesday 13th July
6.30pm
Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Wednesday 14th July
8.30am
Morning Prayer

Sunday 18th July—The Seventh Sunday after Trinity
8.00am
BCP Holy Communion
10.30am
Parish Communion
Tuesday 20th July
6.30pm
Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Wednesday 21st July
8.30am
Morning Prayer
Sunday 25th July—St James the Apostle
8.00am
BCP Holy Communion
10.30am
Parish Communion
Tuesday 27th July
6.30pm
Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Wednesday 28th July
8.30am
Morning Prayer
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My Heart Soars
By Chief Dan George
The beauty of the trees, the softness of the air, the fragrance of the
grass,
speaks to me.
The summit of the mountain, the thunder of the sky, the rhythm of the
sea,
speaks to me.

The faintness of the stars, the freshness of the morning, the dew drop
on the flower,
speaks to me.
The strength of fire,
the taste of salmon,
the trail of the sun,
and the life that never goes away,
They speak to me.
And my heart soars.

3

PCC Report

Tarrant’s Tasty Treat…..

The Parochial Church Council met on Wednesday 26 May by zoom.
The following officers were elected:
Vice-chair – Jane Scorer
Secretary – Liz Overthrow
Treasurer – Becky Edgington
Service pattern - The 8 am Communion service has been reinstated
on the first Sunday of each month. The 6.30 pm Tuesday evening
Holy Communion service is to be reinstated at St Mary’s from 22
June.

Finance report - Becky Edgington, Treasurer, reported on a recent
Finance Team Meeting which recommended that only half the Parish
Share be paid in June and July. It is hoped that it will be possible to
return to full payment in August. Bookings of the Parish Rooms are
now increasing, and this should assist the cash flow.
Rectory maintenance - Jane Scorer reported that the process of
appointing a new Rector is under way and the interviews are due to
take place on 5 July, so it is necessary to ensure that the Rectory
and the garden are restored to a fit state for candidates to view.

Organist and choirmaster - It has been agreed that no permanent
appointment of Organist and Choirmaster is made until the arrival of
the new Rector. Two candidates have been suggested by Chris
Totney as possible interim successors. They will meet the choir and
churchwardens on Friday 11 June. It was confirmed that Chris
Totney’s last Sunday at St John’s will be 25 July and it is hoped to
hold a farewell after that service.
St Mary’s Update - The D.A.C. has asked for more information on
the plans for St Mary’s and Tony Scorer will liaise with them on this
matter. St Mary’s Trust has formed several working groups who
have already held positive meetings.
Parish outings - Judy Bridger advised that the Parish Retreat
planned for October this year has now been booked for 6 – 8 May
2022 at Lox Lane. Gerry Lynch confirmed that he was liaising with
Wells cathedral about plans for a Parish Day Out in late August.
4

Crunchy Lemon Pie
Recipe
100 - 125 grams butter
1 pkt ginger nut biscuits, finely crushed
( approx 225 grams)
Large can sweetened condensed milk
Grated zest of 3 lemons
7 tbsp lemon juice
10 fl oz whipping or double cream
Little grated chocolate for decoration
Method
•
Melt the butter over a low heat. Remove the pan from the
heat, add the crushed biscuits
•
and mix well together. Press the mixture into the sides
and base of a 9 inch pie plate or
•
sponge sandwich tin and put in a cold place to set.
•
To make the filling, stir the lemon rind and juice into the
condensed milk and whisk until
•
it starts to thicken.
•
Whip the cream until it is fairly stiff and stir into the
mixture until evenly blended. Pour
•
into the prepared biscuit base and level the top. Cover
and chill until required.
•
Sprinkle the top with grated chocolate just before serving.
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An open letter to all in the parishes in and around Devizes

Book Review

I don’t know how familiar you are with the Devizes Eisteddfod, but now in its 75th year it continues to
provide some 800 young musicians, singers, dancers, artists, poets, photographers and linguists, with an
opportunity to showcase and excel in their chosen disciplines.

Green Reflections: biblical inspiration for
sustainable living
By Martin Hodson and Margot Hodson BRF
£8.99

How should we look after the world we inhabit?
This book combines scientific and theological wisdom to offer 62
reflections inspired by passages from the Bible in a thoughtful
exploration that encourages both reflection and response.
Themes include The Wisdom of Trees, Landscapes of Promise
and Sharing Resources.

You don’t need reminding that we all struggled through ‘lockdowns’ last year and only now in the late
spring and early summer of 2021 are we moving towards the return, of what we hope will be normality.
So, for the Eisteddfod 2021 we have venues booked, adjudicators confirmed and this year’s syllabus
available both on the Eisteddfod web site or, if you prefer, printed copies can be picked up at Winkworth
Estate Agents, in the Devizes Market Place.
After last year’s disappointment when, like so many other organisations we were obliged to cancel the
2020 Eisteddfod, we expect schools and private teachers to welcome this year’s opportunity to
showcase their pupils achievements; I urge them to look at the web pages and syllabus and consider the
diverse range of classes that the Eisteddfod offers.
We welcome entries from children up to 18 years of age to participate in the three day ‘Festival of Music,
Speech, Art, Literature Drama and Photography’ which will be held in November.
Classes range from playing the organ to poetry and handwriting classes; from piano, string instruments
and choir classes, to photography and art. The diverse range of classes provides the opportunity for the
many talented young students, in our midst, to show us what they have achieved. And, while they
perform, mums, dads, grannies, grandads, aunts and uncles are all welcome to join others to hear
performances – all at no cost. Entry is free!
Following their performance, every child can expect to receive a constructive appraisal from our
professional adjudicators; a certificate and who knows, even a cup! We have awards to be presented in
almost every category of class from piano, brass, strings, singing, and musical theatre to drama; from
musical composition and even in mime!
Over the years, many former participants have become well known and are now household names! Not
least our Patron Simon May, musician, teacher and conductor who is best known as the composer of the
EastEnders signature tune; and Jamie Cullum who will be known to many as a jazz-pop singer-songwriter
and radio presenter. Simon May has told us that performing all those years ago, had given him the
confidence to continue to perform, conduct and compose.
The Devizes Eisteddfod is a charity managed and run by a small committee of volunteers helped during
the festival days by a team of stewards, who give their time freely to help us in our venues, acting as
door or room stewards. The Eisteddfod’s income is derived from entry fees; from a small number of
‘Corporate and Associate members of the Eisteddfod’, and a few ‘Friends’. Their generosity makes it
possible to stage the Eisteddfod over the three day Festival of music and drama in the Autumn and the
two day Dance Festival in February. Details about the Dance Festival which will be held at Lavington
School, will be available later in the year and will be found on our web pages at www.devizeseisteddfod.org.uk
Having taken the time and trouble to read this short introduction to the Devizes Eisteddfod, please
consider how you might help us maintain the standard of excellence that is a true reflection of each and
every child’s Eisteddfod performance.
You could help by encouraging you son, daughter or grandchild to showcase their skill at the Eisteddfod
and, in addition you may consider becoming a Friend of The Devizes Eisteddfod’ for just £15 or £25. My
colleague, Alice Cleland would love to hear from you on 01380 724739. Your help in both these
endeavours would be very much appreciated.
Yours sincerely
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Alan Martin
On behalf of Devizes Eisteddfod Committee
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Fake news is not new. Perhaps one old example is the
assertion that Mary Magdalene was a prostitute. Back in the
6th Century, Pope Gregory is said to have confused her with
two other women in the Bible. Medieval Bible scholars also
attempted to name an unidentified sinful woman who had
washed and anointed the feet of Jesus. As Mary Magdalene
is mentioned in the next chapter, they regarded her as the
same person! After this, many classical artists painted Mary
in various states of undress, perpetuating a falsehood.
So what do we really know about Mary? The Gospels tell us
that she came from Magdala, a town in Galilee, and Jesus
healed her by casting out seven evil spirits. After this she
followed Jesus, with other women, on His ministry providing
resources. Later, Mary watched Jesus die on the cross, and
having cared for His needs while He was alive, wanted to
care for Him after His death.
It was when Mary went to anoint the body of Jesus at the
tomb that the risen Jesus appeared to her. He told Mary to
go to His disciples and tell them about His return to Heaven.
She was obedient and became the first emissary of the
resurrection. In those days, the witness of a woman was
worthless. Despite ridicule, Mary had the courage to speak
about Jesus in a place of great disbelief. We have to ask
ourselves do we have the same courage as Mary? How
prepared are we to stand our ground to share Jesus with
others in the face of those who mock and scoff at us?
6

ACROSS CONT….
17 To him God promised that David would be king (1 Chronicles 11:3) (6)
19 A descendant of Aaron who was not allowed to offer food to God (Leviticus
21:20) (5)
22 ‘If any of you — wisdom, he should ask God’ (James 1:5) (5)
23 I gain me (anag.) (7)
24 Relating to the armed forces (1 Chronicles 5:18) (8)
25 Title given to 2 Down (abbrev.) (4)

DOWN
1 Greek coins (Acts 19:19) (8)
2 Church of England incumbent (5)
4 What Epaphroditus was to Paul (Philippians 2:25) (6-7)
5 Mother of David’s sixth son (2 Samuel 3:5) (5)
6 ‘We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in —
’ (2 Corinthians 4:8) (7)
7 It destroys treasures on earth (Matthew 6:19) (4)
8 It threatened Paul in Jerusalem (Acts 21:35) (3,3)
13 Well-known Reference Bible that espoused dispensationalism (8)
15 Where the choir sits in a parish church (7)
16 Real do (anag.) (6)
18 ‘Martha, Martha... you are worried and — about many things’ (Luke 10:41) (5)
20 ‘One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man
considers every day — ’ (Romans 14:5) (5)
21 A place with twelve springs and 70 palm trees where the Israelites camped
(Exodus 15:27) (4)

ACROSS: 1, Dove. 3, Offender. 9, Alcohol. 10, Loses. 11, Horam. 12,
Ophrah. 14, Archbishopric. 17, Samuel. 19, Dwarf. 22, Lacks. 23, Imagine. 24, Military. 25, Revd.

(22nd July)

DOWN: 1, Drachmas. 2, Vicar. 4, Fellow-soldier. 5, Eglah. 6, Despair. 7,
Rust. 8, The mob. 13, Scofield. 15, Chancel. 16, Ordeal. 18, Upset. 20,
Alike. 21, Elim.

What do we actually know about Mary Magdalene?
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Although we usually associate Mary with the Easter story,
this month on 22nd July, the Church celebrates her Feast
Day. In this snapshot of Mary’s life we know she had
experienced great distress and suffering. After Jesus healed
her, Mary expressed her gratitude by being utterly
committed and devoted to Him.
Jesus can give everyone a new start; a new purpose and
direction in life. Like Mary we can thank Him for blessing us,
loving us and forgiving us and moving into practical forms of
service. Only Jesus can transform our lives so that we can
glorify God in all that we do.

ACROSS
1 Sent out three times on a reconnaissance mission from Noah’s ark (Genesis 8:8
–12) (4)
3 ‘The vilest — who truly believes, that moment from Jesus a pardon receives’ (8)
9 Described by the 19th-century MP Sir Wilfred Lawson as ‘the Devil in
solution’ (7)
10 ‘Whoever — his life for my sake will find it’ (Matthew 10:39) (5)
11 King of Gezer (Joshua 10:33) (5)
12 Gideon’s home town (Judges 6:11) (6)
14 The area under the jurisdiction of a primate, for example, Canterbury, York
(13)
14

7

Stert Country House Collectibles & Car Boot
Sale
Manor Farm, Stert, Devizes, SN10 3JD
(off A 342)
th

Saturday 11 September 2021
Sellers – from 6:30
Buyers - from 7:30 (£10) or 8:30 (£5)
Pitches limited – so book early - £25
(£40 if booked after 3rd September)
Food and drink available
Loos provided
www.devizescruk.org
supported by

Our national church leadership sometimes gives the impression
of being embarrassed by an inadequate flock because we don’t
fit an ideal. We should be particularly suspicious because the
ideal we’re presented with is exactly the same youthful, physically attractive, and diverse vision utilised by the advertising
that bombards us everywhere. Making people feel inadequate is
a powerful advertising tool. It’s when we’re unhappy with ourselves that we’re most likely to convince ourselves that fulfilment lies in a new car, a new kitchen, or a fifty quid flutter on
United’s next match.
The Christian message is instead that we’re already redeemed
from our inadequacies through Christ’s love for us made manifest in His sacrifice on the Cross. We’re already good enough for
God. After all, His closest companions, an undiverse group of
Jewish men from a small town in the backwater of Galilee, were
so inadequate that they deserted Him in darkest hour. He not
only loved and forgave them, but through them built a great
extended family that today reaches from St John’s in Devizes to
the flourishing house churches of China’s megacities to the refugee camps of South Sudan. All of us are equal before the Saviour we share. We live in a grotesquely unequal world but guilty
self-contempt is a diversion from, not a means to, making it
fairer.
It’s only when we accept that God loves us in and through our
flaws, that we can abandon our attempts to impress Him and
guilt for not being impressive enough, and allow Him to lead us
to the fullness of life that He promises to young and old.

Gerry
8
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Ride and Stride, 2021

A Curate Writes………...
Among my closest friends are the three remaining Anglican
Benedictine monks from what was once Nashdom and then
Elmore Abbey, now resident in Salisbury Cathedral Close. When I first
came to Wiltshire in 2013, they were four, and Dom Kenneth Newing,
who had been Bishop of Plymouth before taking monastic vows, was
one of the dearest, wisest, and holiest friends I have ever had.
I first met Kenneth when he had just turned ninety, and he already
showed signs of mild but definite cognitive impairment. He took time
to process complex conversation and find the precise words in
response, but he remained an acute observer of people and retained
excellent memory for both the immediate and distant past. For those
with the patience to take time to talk to him, he was wise and
perceptive in conversation. He remained so almost until his death five
years later. In his last years, he contributed much to the Church and
the life of those he lived and worshipped among.

The Church of England has set itself the task of becoming younger and
more diverse. On the surface, nobody could object to this. Scratch
deeper and this objective is riddled with problematic assumptions. The
Church should seek growth, just as the leaves on the trees do at this
time of year. That’s one of its jobs. Must new or revitalised Christians,
however, necessarily be young? Are the older members of our society
redundant passengers to be ignored in favour of those likely to have
more years of active Christian commitment? Similarly with diversity.
We must absolutely reject anything in ourselves that refuses to
embrace as equals everyone regardless of race, class, gender, or sexual
orientation. But are congregations that look less like our metropolitan
centres and more like our provincial small towns of less value to God?
If we don’t love and value ourselves as we already are, why would
someone encountering us for the first time trust us to love and
value them?

For much of 2020 and 2021 travel and visits to friends, historic buildings
and churches have been banned or strongly discouraged in order to limit
the spread of coronavirus. Accordingly, the Historic Churches Trusts of
some counties decided to call off the annual Ride and Stride event last
year. This event takes place each year on the second Saturday of
September: cyclists and walkers seek sponsorship for visiting a number of
churches and of the money raised half goes to the parish of the walker/
cyclist and half to the county fund to which needy churches can apply for
help with necessary repairs and improvements.
In Wiltshire the Historic Churches Trust did not call off Ride and Stride last
year, judging the risks of spreading the virus to be minimal. Many churches
did not participate, but those that did raised very useful sums of money,
which enabled the Trust to continue to assist churches with their restoration
works, despite the drying up of its other sources of income. There were no
suggestions that Ride and Stride 2020 had in any way contributed to the
spread of the virus.
This year the money raised by Ride and Stride continues to be needed by
our parish churches. Many parishes have been unable to hold their usual
fund-raising events. The Friends of Wiltshire Churches raise money for
churches, but most of their money-raising events have had to be cancelled
for the second year running. The Trust will have to rely on Ride and Stride
to provide almost all of the funds from which help can be given to churches
in need.
By early September, when Ride and Stride takes place, Covid restrictions
should no longer be in place. In any case, the event can be conducted with
minimal risk to participants and communities. The virus is not thought to be
spread significantly in the open air. It is not essential for participants
actually to enter churches or to be given refreshments.
Each year I attempt to persuade parishioners to participate in Ride and
Stride by visiting a number of churches on the designated Saturday, which
this year is September 11th. Last year our parish raised more money than in
any other year of the past quarter –century. It would be marvellous if we
could do even better this year. You do not have to be ambitious: there are
enough churches and chapels just in Devizes. You do not have to cycle:
you can walk from one church to another. You can turn the event into a
great day out, though unfortunately there is no guarantee that the weather
will be as good as it was last year. Please contact me soon if you can join
in this event, which provides such valuable help in preserving Wiltshire’s
heritage. There will be full details in the next magazine. Of course,
participants will need to be sponsored, and so I urge all parishioners to be
open to requests for sponsorship.
Details explaining how to sponsor will also be in the September magazine.
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David Evans (01380 721527

carie.evans@talktalk.net)

Growth or Fruit?
As I write this, the leaders of the rich G7 nations are just jetting off from
Cornwall back to their own domains. They have issued a finesounding communiqué outlining their discussions, decisions and aspirations on vital global issues: the pandemic, poverty, inequality, and
above all climate change.
Their commitment to this last and most urgent concern might be questioned, not least as the one national leader who did not have to leave
his own country arrived in Cornwall on a private jet! We shall have to
see the detail of what they have determined and also await the outcome of the more significant international conference on climate
change in Glasgow in November. But from the communiqué it seems
that they are trying to hold together two aims that are bound to be in
great tension.
They promise to ‘protect our planet’, principally by aiming for net-zero
greenhouse gas emissions and ceasing any support for coal. At the
same time they talk of ‘promoting growth into the future’ after the suffering of the pandemic. Isn’t the difficulty here that the degradation of
our planet and the threat of overheating are the direct result of two
centuries of economic growth? Growth, moreover, that has brought
very unequal benefits to different human communities.
Our own country has played a pioneering role in this double-edged
growth. From the early scientific ambitions of the seventeenth century,
through the expansion of capitalism and the industrial revolution, Britain has led the world in the heady project of owning, controlling and
exploiting nature.
The technological and commercial ingenuity is impressive. It has
brought prosperity to many – and pollution to all. But its energetic ambition flies against the insight of the Christian and almost all religions
that humankind is not master of nature but part of nature. ‘Humanity’
needs ‘humility’ (and both these words derive from ‘humus’, that is, the
earth – as in Hebrew the name ‘adam’ derives from ‘adamah’, the
soil). We are simply groundlings, sharing the earth and sky with myriad
other species.

10

So what place is there for growth? Certainly, impoverished nations,
and impoverished parts of rich nations like ours, need economic
growth; not least through a more just distribution of goods and fairer
taxation. To be fair, the G7 leaders have recognised this. But much of
the lauded ‘growth’ is simply an increase in the production and consumption of unnecessary goods by rich nations and people. And
that brings with it a sharp ecological cost. The economic growth requires transport, mining, deforestation; and all these play their part in
the heating of the atmosphere, the degradation of the soil and the
acidification of the ocean.
Jesus, like many prophets and saints, mocks those who put their trust
in their possessions. For we are not defined by our wealth any more
than by our weight or our height. Size doesn’t matter. We are not first
and foremost consumers; rather, citizens and companions.
Growth can be an idol for the Church just as much as for economists
or business people. For some years there has been a stress on
‘church growth’, implying that if the Christian community or a local
congregation is not growing then it is failing. That is idolatrous nonsense. If you read Jesus’ words about the true Vine (John 15:1-11)
there is nothing about growth but an insistence on fruit and fruitfulness – which may require the vine’s being pruned.
In other words, the flourishing and fruitfulness of the earth and of its
human communities is what matters. Growth may enable genuine
fruit, or it may impede it. And don’t all of us, citizens and consumers
and Christians, need more humility, more earthiness?
Christopher Burdon
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