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Book Review
When I Am Among the Trees

Time Well Spent – a practical guide to developing
your daily devotions By Colin Webster, 10Publishing,
£2.99
When it comes to growing our devotional life, we may
not know where to begin. Perhaps we feel so busy that
we can’t possibly add yet another thing to our ‘to-do
list’. Or maybe Bible study time feels more like a strain
on the brain rather than fuel for the soul, and we wonder if it’s worth keeping going.
This book tackles these concerns head-on. It explains
what a daily devotional time should involve, provides
tips as to how to set aside the common distractions of
life, and explains why time with God really is time well
spent.

When I am among the trees,
especially the willows and the honey locust,
equally the beech, the oaks and the pines,
they give off such hints of gladness.
I would almost say that they save me, and daily.
I am so distant from the hope of myself,
in which I have goodness, and discernment,
and never hurry through the world
but walk slowly, and bow often.
Around me the trees stir in their leaves
and call out, “Stay awhile.”
The light flows from their branches.
And they call again, “It’s simple,” they say,
“and you too have come
into the world to do this, to go easy, to be filled
with light, and to shine.”
~ Mary Oliver
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PCC Membership

Tarrant’s Tasty Tea…..

Clergy: Gerry Lynch

Watermelon, Feta and Mint Salad

Churchwardens
Jane Scorer (Lay Vice Chair)
Bob Simpson
Peter Crofts
Mike McClelland

Deanery Synod
Catherine Brown
David Evans
Peter Crofts
Members
Judy Bridger
Becky Edgington (Treas.)
Richard Evans (Churchwarden Emeritus)
Alan Martin ( H & S)
Liz Overthrow (Sec.)
Karen Pugh
Stephanie Williams
Co-opted
Chris Cox (L.L.M.)
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Recipe
1 small red onion, thinly sliced
2 tsp red wine vinegar
¼ tsp white sugar
1 medium sized or half a large watermelon
200 grams feta cheese
1 bag mixed green salad, optional
1 medium sized bunch fresh mint, finely chopped
2 tbsp good quality olive oil
Sea salt and black pepper
½ tsp Sumac, optional
Serves 4
Method
•
Peel the onion and cut into very thin slices. Place the onion
slices in a small bowl and add the red wine vinegar and sugar.
Let the onions and vinegar get to know each other for a little
while, while you cut the watermelon and feta into chunks.
•
Finely chop the mint leaves. Wash your salad leaves,if using,
and place them into a large bowl along with the mint.
•
Tip the onions, along with the pinky juices over the salad
leaves, then add the olive oil, watermelon and feta,tossing
gently.
•
Add a grinding of black pepper, a little sea salt flakes and the
Sumac, if using.
•
Do bear in mind that feta is a salty cheese,so you shouldn’t
need a lot of salt.
Now all you need to do is make yourself a cold drink, serve and enjoy!!
17
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Chris Totney’s Winning Anthem

(Mt 26:71-75, John21:15-18)

We are all looking forward to hearing Chris Totney’s anthem
‘God of all creation’ at the 10.30am service on RSCM Music
Sunday, which this year falls on 6th June. Earlier this year, the
Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) asked composers to set a
prayer written by Gordon Giles to music, and the news of Chris’s
piece being chosen as the winning entry was announced just
before Easter.

I don’t know the man.
I don’t know Him.
I don’t know Him.
But I did.
From the moment I turned to Him,
That day by the Sea,
I knew Him,
Knew He was the Lord.

Hugh Morris, Director of the RSCM, reports: “We were delighted,
if a little overwhelmed, with the response to the competition, with
over 200 entries from around the world to judge. All the entries
provided a pseudonym, so the judges had absolutely no idea of
the real identity of the composers. When the three judges met, it
became quickly apparent that we all agreed on the winning
anthem. Chris’s anthem was very strong, with a very well written
organ part and vocal lines, and was well constructed. We felt
this was the most outstanding of the anthems we had received.”

I so wanted to serve Him,
Speak for Him,
Follow Him,
Fish for Him
Live and give my life for Him
No matter what.
He is the Lord
And I let Him down
Again and again and again.
I go on letting Him down.

But Jesus,
Who knows the best and worst of me,
Who knows how I rush in and blurt out,
Mix and mess things,
Fail and fall asleep,
Who feels the agony of the denied one,
Understands the agony of the one who denies.
He is the Lord
And He forgives
Again and again and again.
He goes on forgiving.
Feed my lambs,
Take care of my sheep
Feed my sheep.
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By Daphne Kitching

Church and cathedral choirs up and down the country, and
indeed all over the world, will include the piece as part of their
Sunday services on that day, ahead of a special service from
Lichfield Cathedral at 6pm which will be broadcast on the
RSCM’s YouTube channel. Chris himself said: “It’s a pleasure
and a privilege to be able to contribute an approachable piece of
music to the repertoire but the biggest examination still lies
ahead, and that is to find out whether it stands the test of time.
Plenty of music is written for one-off occasions and then never
heard again, but my hope is that this piece will really ‘hit the
mark’ and live on for many years to come. There are splashes of
Howells and Parry in there, and it has a pleasing ‘ABA’ structure
which singers and listeners really love. It’s all over in just 3
minutes, but I’m pretty sure that the idea of ‘always leaving
people wanting more’ is one of the most valuable pieces of
advice I have ever been given! It would be lovely to think of it as
a ‘grand miniature’ if there can be such a thing!” We look
forward to the world première!
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Services in June
Wednesday 2nd

8.30am Morning Prayer

Thursday 3rd

Corpus Christ

Sunday 6th

The First Sunday after Trinity
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am Parish Communion

11 Where Saul went to consult a medium before fighting the
Philistines (1 Samuel 28:7) (5)
12 Propitiation (Hebrews 2:17) (9)
17 Turn away (Jeremiah 11:15) (5)
19 So clear (anag.) (7)
21 ‘I have just got — , so I can’t come’: one excuse to be absent from
the great banquet (Luke 14:20) (7)
22 Long weapon with a pointed head used by horsemen (Job 39:23)
(5)
23 Musical beat (6)
24 What the Israelites were told to use to daub blood on their doorframes at the first Passover (Exodus 12:22) (6)

Wednesday 9th

8.30am Morning Prayer

Friday 11th

St Barnabas the Apostle

Down

Sunday 13th

The Second Sunday after Trinity

1 Fasten (Exodus 28:37) (6)
2 Art bite (anag.) (7)
3 ‘The people of the city were divided; some — with the Jews, others
with the apostles’ (Acts 14:4) (5)
5 Contend (Jeremiah 12:5) (7)
6 Possessed (Job 1:3) (5)
7 Sheen (Lamentations 4:1) (6)
9 ‘You love evil rather than good, — rather than speaking the
truth’ (Psalm 52:3) (9)
13 Large flightless bird (Job 39:13) (7)
14 They were worth several hundred pounds each (Matthew 25:15) (7)
15 ‘A — went out to sow his seed’ (Matthew 13:3) (6)
16 How Jesus described Jairus’s daughter when he went into the
room where she lay (Mark 5:39) (6)
18 The part of the day when the women went to the tomb on the first
Easter morning (John 20:1) (5)
20 Narrow passageway between buildings (Luke 14:21) (5)

10.30am Parish Communion
Wednesday 16th

8.30am Morning Prayer

Sunday 20th

The Third Sunday after Trinity
10.30am Parish Communion

Tuesday 22nd

6.30pm Mid Week Communion at St Mary’s

Wednesday 23rd

8.30am Morning Prayer

Thursday 24th

The Birth of St John the Baptist

Sunday 27th

The Fourth Sunday after Trinity

10.30am Parish Communion

6.30pm Mid Week Communion at St Mary’s
Wednesday 30th

8.30am Morning Prayer
6

ACROSS: 1, Ambush. 4, School. 8, Tired. 9, Famines. 10, Citadel. 11, Endor. 12,
Atonement. 17, Avert. 19, Oracles. 21, Married. 22, Lance. 23, Rhythm. 24, Hyssop.

St Peter and St Paul

DOWN: 1, Attach. 2, Biretta. 3, Sided. 5, Compete. 6, Owned. 7, Lustre. 9, Falsehood. 13, Ostrich. 14, Talents. 15, Farmer. 16, Asleep. 18, Early. 20, Alley.

Tuesday 29th
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Sunday 6th June


We are hoping to reinstate the Beating of the
Bounds Walk around the Parish



All being well and weather permitting



This is a 8 mile walk around the boundary of the
Parish



We will start from St John’s after the 10.30am service.



We will stop for a bring your own picnic lunch



We will then return to St John’s sometime during the
late afternoon for a short service.

Across
1 Military tactic used by Joshua to attack and destroy the city of Ai
(Joshua 8:2) (6)
4 Place of learning (6)
8 ‘When Moses’ hands grew — , they took a stone and put it under
him and he sat on it’ (Exodus 17:12) (5)
9 Unpleasant auguries of the end of the age, as forecast by Jesus
(Matthew 24:7) (7)
10 Stronghold to which girls in King Xerxes’ harem (including Esther)
were taken (Esther 2:8) (7)
14
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The Parable of the Great Banquet
Canon Paul Hardingham considers our priorities in life.
One thing that we’ve probably missed over the past year is parties. Well,
this month should enable us to party again! Lots of Jesus’ parables focus
on parties, as they are a picture of the joy, hope and life of the kingdom of
God. The parable of the Great Banquet (Luke 14: 15-24) challenges us not
to miss out on this.

At the end of this month, on 28th June, we celebrate two of the great
saints of the early church: Peter and Paul. We might relate more easily to
Peter because his humanity and vulnerability spill out of the pages of the
New Testament in everything he said and did. Peter was a fisherman, who
was impetuous and headstrong, not once, but over and over again, saying
one thing, and doing another. And yet our Lord chose Peter as the rock on
which He would build His church, and at Caesarea Philippi Peter acknowledges that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the living God. Then, when
Jesus is arrested, the same Peter in the High Priest’s courtyard declares
with an oath, ‘I do not know the man.’

In Jesus’ day, when people accepted an invitation to a banquet, they were
only told the actual time on the day: ‘Come, for everything is now
ready’ (17). Jesus’ invites each one of us to share in the life of His kingdom.

That denial is in all four Gospels. We might have expected the evangelists
would have had greater respect for this follower of Jesus. But they are not
intimidated by his later fame and importance, and they record the episode
in vivid detail.

However, the guests made excuses for not coming. At the time, this would
have been extremely insulting to the host. They said: ‘I have just bought a
field; I must try out my new team of oxen; I have just got married’ (18-20).
These are all good things in themselves, however they reveal their priorities
were elsewhere.

That episode is recorded by Duccio in the painting, ‘Christ before the High
Priest and the Denial of Peter.’ Duccio worked in Siena in the late 13th and
14th centuries. In his paintings Jesus and the saints are no longer remote,
austere figures: he portrays them in a natural, simple way. His greatest
work was a series of 45 panels called the Maesta.

We too can be pre-occupied with our own routines of work, family,
retirement, holidays, friends, home, social media, that we forget God’s
priorities for our lives. Jesus calls for total commitment from His disciples.
What priority in my life is holding me back from accepting His invitation?

This month’s picture is the first painting to depict Jesus’ trial and Peter’s
denial together. The scene is a two-storey building: the figures above, apart
from the High Priest, are all on their feet. Below, the figures are all seated,
with the exception of the serving girl. Notice the wonderful array of hair
styles and beards that are typical of Duccio’s work.

How did the host respond? He ordered His servants to ‘Go out quickly into
the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the
blind and the lame.’ (21). He invited the unexpected and unacceptable
people to His banquet. Jesus makes the point that God’s kingdom is open
to all! Thinking about our family, friends, colleagues and neighbours, even if
they’re not like us or show little interest in God: Are we willing to offer them
God’s invitation to share His love and life?

In the painting Peter is recognisable by his halo, like Jesus above. He is in
a direct line below Jesus, but just look at the contrast between the two. Jesus is standing with His hands bound in front of Him and His head to one
side. Peter below is seated, looking straight at the girl, raising his hand to
protest his ignorance and warming his feet by the fire. It needed courage
for Peter to be there, but the Gospels tell us how quickly his vulnerability is
exposed. As he answers the questions and reveals his Galilean accent, he
starts to curse. He denies Jesus three times, and the scene ends in bitter
tears. For all the bravado, a human, broken figure leaves the scene.

On his feast day we rejoice in that humanity of Peter, which brought him
low, but encouraged him to try again. In Duccio’s painting his denial takes
place by the fire of the courtyard. It will be by another fire lit on the shore of
the sea of Tiberias that Peter will be asked another three questions – not
by a serving girl, but by Jesus. This time he will respond with affirmation,
knowing that his Lord has come in resurrection glory to bring a new way
forward for him and for everyone as He offers life in abundance.
8
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Gardening really is good for you
According to a recent study conducted by the Royal Horticultural Society
(RHS) and two universities, people who garden every day have well-being
scores 6.6 per cent higher, and stress levels 4.2 per cent lower than those
who do not garden at all.
Dr Lauriane Chalmin-Pui, RHS well-being fellow and lead author says, “The
evidence overwhelmingly suggests that the more frequently you garden,
the greater the health benefits.
“In fact, gardening every day has the same positive impact on your
well-being as undertaking regular, vigorous exercise like cycling or running.
“Gardening is like effortless exercise: it doesn’t feel as strenuous as going
to the gym, but we can expend similar amounts of energy.”
###################
What does your lawn say about you?
A perfectly mown lawn may look beautiful, but it is also a sign of male
control.So says Monty Don, the Gardeners’ World presenter. He is wary of
what he calls the ‘male obsession’ to achieve a closely cut lawn which is of
pure and perfect grass, without any other plants in it at all. Monty Don calls
such an attitude to gardening “controlling rather than embracing,” and
reckons it is based on a desire to get just one more “aspect of life under
control”.
Instead, Don urges that at least part of our lawns should be encouraged to
become wildflower meadows, which are much better for the environment.
He explains: “Cutting grass burns fossil fuel, makes a filthy noise and is
about the most injurious thing you can do to wildlife.

Whereas, simply letting grass grow … is probably the single most effective
thing you can do in any garden of any size, to encourage, particularly,
insect life, but also small mammals, invertebrates and reptiles.”
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Turning Round in Midsummer
Midsummer day falls on 24 June. But, perversely, in the Church calendar that day is the feast of a rather wintry and forbidding character
– who happens to be our patron saint at St John’s.
There he is in the Beauchamp
Chapel: a semi-naked preacher, fixing
us with his piercing eyes. The gaunt
baptizer lived on his revolting diet out in
the desert, and his refrain was
‘Repent!’ – that is, ‘Turn round’,
‘Change your ways’. That radical
change was marked in the total immersion of baptism.
John’s stark message was for
everybody. Including the king – which
meant that he ended up losing his
head, in the grotesque and raucous
scene described in the gospels.
John insisted on repentance
because he saw people, from king to
teacher to soldier to peasant, putting
their own ends first. Neglecting the
common life meant that people fell
short of their full and true humanity, the
way of life he saw enshrined in the law
of God. Falling short of that way is
called ‘sin’.
Such is our distinctly un-summery patron saint! A patron is
seen as an example and an enabler; so what does that suggest the
people of St John the Baptist’s church should be and do?

God in reading and in prayer; looking boldly and honestly at the
world around us in all its glory and its shame; and taking the risk of
living not for our own gain but for the flourishing of our neighbour
and our planet. All of which, as for our patron saint, means risk.
In fact, St John Baptist said more than just ‘Repent’. In St
Matthew’s gospel his refrain is ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand!’
Exactly the same words are the opening message of the
man whom he baptised and proclaimed as ‘the greater one’ coming
after him. For Jesus repeats the call to repent or turn round, and he
repeats the news of God’s coming rule. And takes that call and that
news from the desert into villages and fields, homes and roads, synagogues and temple. And fulfils the message in a life and death of
total self-giving.
The story that begins with John’s uncompromising
preaching unfolds to show that ‘repentance’ is not about gloom and
misery; not a perpetual winter. Rather it’s the key to Easter hope
and midsummer joy. And even before John entered the desert, the
hope and joy were celebrated (according to St Luke) in the words
that John’s father Zechariah addresses to his new-born son. They
are the words that conclude the Benedictus, said by the Church every day at Morning Prayer:
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way.
To give his people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of all their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Christopher Burdon

Not perhaps stripping off most of our clothes and living in the
desert. But might the story and the words of a man so courageous, so
single-minded, so committed to truth, spur us on to repent or turn
round again, and so continue the work of our own baptism?
That would mean refusing to be swept along by fashion or
public opinion. Instead, immersing10
ourselves in attention to the way of
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