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ACTS 20.28-END
ACTS 22.30,23.6-11
ACTS 25.13-21
ACTS 28.16-20, 30-END
ACTS 2.1-21 (PENTECOST)
1 KINGS 17.1-6
1 KINGS 17.7-16
1 KINGS 18.20-39
1 KINGS 18.41-END
1 KINGS 19.9,11-16
ACTS 11.19-END
PROVERBS 8.1-4, 22-31 (TRINITY)
1 KINGS 21.1-16
1 KINGS 21.17-END
2 KINGS 2.1,6-14
GENSIS 14.18-20 (CORPUS CHRISTI)
2 KINGS 11.1-4,9-18, 20
2 CHRONICLES 24.17-25
1 KINGS 19.1-4, 5-7, 8-15
2 KINGS 17.5-8, 13-15, 18
2 KINGS 19.9-11, 14-21, 31-36
2 KINGS 22.8-13, 23.1-3
2 KINGS 24.8-17
ISAIAH 40.1-11 (BIRTH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST)
LAMENTATIONS 2.2, 10-14, 18-19
2 KINGS 2.1-2, 6-14
AMOS 2.6-10,13-END
AMOS 3.1-8, 4,11-12
ZECHARIAH 4.1-6, 10-END (PETER AND PAUL)
AMOS 7.10-END
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Spirit of God
(Gen 1:2,2 Tim 3:16, Mk 1:8, Acts 2)
Dancing with the Father
And the Son
In beginning the beginning,
You were there
Spirit of God,
Breath of life,
Creator.

Revealing words and wisdom
To prophets and apostles,
To scribes and editors,
You were there
In discernment,
Spirit of God,
Inspirer.
Filling with life and power,
With truth and courage,
Overwhelming with love and
praise,
You were there
At Pentecost,
Spirit of God,
Enabler.
Longing to come,
To dance, to reveal,
To fill, to overwhelm,
To create and inspire and enable,
Spirit of God,
You are here
In fullness.
Baptise us.
30

By Daphne Kitching
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A New Forest Church
Within the Western Christian tradition of natural theology it is saidGod is revealed in a complementary pair of sources:
the Book of Scripture and the Book of Nature.

I’d like to use the rector’s slot in this month’s magazine to tell you
about a new initiative I have been involved with: the setting up of a
new Forest Church at Langford Lakes in the Wylye Valley. The
reason why this is at Langford Lakes and not in Devizes is because I
will be working with a friend – David Cole - who lives east of
Salisbury and we chose somewhere in between where we each live.
Once this gets off the ground I would like to set something similar
up in the Devizes area. David has been running New Forest Forest
Church and writes a lot about Celtic Christianity as he is a member
of the new monastic order of Aiden and Hilda based on Lindisfarne;
being their deputy warden.
This is his website: http://www.waymarkministries.com/
What is Forest Church?
Forest Church as an idea is relatively new but it links in to the
Johannine tradition which inspired our Celtic Christian ancestors.
St John teaches that all creation comes forth from The Word – the
Second Person of the Trinity.
4

Mix them well, so that all the biscuits are covered and
coated in the chocolate mixture.
Spoon into the prepared cake tin and press down gently
to create an even texture and surface.
Place the cake in the fridge and allow it to cool for 30
minutes.
Meanwhile, make the ganache.
Put the chocolate in a bowl.
Pour the whipping cream into a pan and bring to a
simmer.
Pour the warm cream over the chocolate and mix well,
stirring all the time until the chocolate has melted and
you have a glossy and shiny ganache.
Remove the cake from the fridge and turn it out, placing
it on a wire rack with a tray underneath it.
Spoon the ganache over the cake, making sure that it is
all coated, including the sides of the cake.
Allow to set and cool before placing it on a serving
platter.
Serve cut into slices.

Tips: For a deeper cake, use a 6” (15 cm) tin, or for a
shallower cake, use an 8” (20 cm) tin.
Make sure the cake is kept
somewhere cool to avoid the
chocolate melting.
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Tarrant’s Tasty Treat….
The Queen’s Chocolate
Biscuit Cake
Recipe
Cake
225 grams rich tea biscuits
115 grams softened, unsalted butter
115 grams golden caster sugar
115 grams dark chocolate,chopped
2 tbsp warm water
Ganache
125 grams dark chocolate, chopped
125 ml whipping cream
Method
Butter and line a 15cm (6”) loose bottom cake tin
and set to one side.
Break the biscuits into small pieces, about 1 - 2 cm
in size.
Cream together the butter and sugar until light and
fluffy.
Melt the chocolate in a pan set over boiling water.
Once the chocolate has melted, pour it over the
butter and sugar mixture and mix thoroughly.
Add the water to the chocolate mixture and broken
biscuits.
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The Life of Cuthbert written by (amongst others) Bede and the

hagiographer Felix, tells of hermits who enjoyed a special relationship
with the elements, birds and animals. Felix added two reasons why
nature rituals were important: Firstly because a true Christian is
united with every other creature in communion with God and secondly
because this is a way to meet with the angels!
The vision of the early Celtic Church was to restore communion with
creation, which they often picture as restoring Eden. In a culture
where we are being increasingly encouraged to stare at our screens
and put on our Virtual Reality headsets in order to enter a simulated
digital world, it has arguably never been more important than now to
spiritually, fully engage with God’s Creation.
Most meetings will start at 4.00pm apart from the first one which
starts at 6.00pm in order not to clash with the Bishop of Salisbury’s
enthronement. Apart from the first one the rector will be able to give
a lift to 3 or 4 people there and back if anyone is curious enough to
want to come.

Every blessing
The Rector

Wylye Valley Forest Church dates (all Sundays):
6pm June 19th (Solstice)
4pm July 17th (general gathering)
4pm August 21st (missing the seasonal point of Lammas
sadly due to summer holidays!)
4pm September 25th (Equinox)
4pm October 9th (general gathering)
4pm October 30th (seasonal point - Samhain/winter)
4pm December 18th (Solstice)

Earth is crammed with Heaven.
And every bush aflame with God.
But only those who see take off their shoes.
Elizabeth Barrett Browning (1806-61)
5

Rogation Sunday
Parish Beating of the Bounds Walk

17 ‘Now about spiritual gifts,brothers,I do not want you to be—’
1 Corinthians 12:1) (8)
18 Nomadic dwelling(Genesis26:25)(4)
21 ‘As for man,his days are like—,he flourishes like a flower of
the field’ (Psalm 103:15) (5)
22 Or I live (anag.)(7)
23 Those guilty of 1 Across(Romans13:4)(10)
Down
1
‘God so loved the — that he gave his one and only Son’
(John 3:16) (5)
2 ‘Away in a manger, no — for a bed’ (4)
3 Mob ten (anag.) (6)
4
‘Each — group made its own gods in several towns where
they settled’ (2 Kings 17:29) (8)
5 Began (Luke 9:46) (7)
6 Speaking very softly (John 7:32) (10)
9
Workers Ruth joined when she arrived in Bethlehem with her
mother-in-law Naomi (Ruth 2:3) (10) 12 Put in jail(Acts22:19)(8)
14 Aceturn(anag.)(7)
16 Discharge(Acts21:3)(6)
19 ‘All these—come from inside and make a man “unclean”’
(Mark 7:23) (5)
20 ‘Let us rejoice and be glad and — him glory!’(Revelation19:7)(4)

We dropped in at the Black Horse on the final stretch and
cooled off with a cold drink.
6

ACROSS: 1, Wickedness. 7, Harpist. 8, Teach. 10, Side. 11, Impostor. 13,
Encamp. 15, Saddle. 17, Ignorant. 18, Tent. 21, Grass. 22, Olivier. 23,
Wrongdoers.

Sunny weather and beautiful scenery and also an
opportunity for the Rector to practice his horse whispering!

DOWN: 1, World. 2, Crib. 3, Entomb. 4, National. 5, Started. 6, Whispering. 9, Harvesters. 12, Imprison. 14, Centaur. 16, Unload. 19, Evils, 20,
Give.

Five of us set off after the Sunday service and had an
enjoyable walk around the parish boundaries - about 7.5
miles.
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Lindisfarne
Arriving as the tide’s about to close,
The swirling gates sweep slothly ones away,
I am embraced, now home, to all betrothed,
To sea, to wind, to sun’s bright spark on wave.
Her perfume is what opens me to her,
The smell of smoky fires and briny air,
Those Celtic Saints to whom I came to learn,
Could not reveal to me, what I sought there.
For God is depth of ocean, dragging tides,
The scent of burning coals by Seraph sent,
Both soul and body worship as they writhe,
As Love it burns away our poor intent.
No God for me, once prayed, will make all fine,
I’ll seek the God who calls in smoke and brine.

Across
1 Evil (Genesis 6:5) (10)
7 Musician called for by Elisha when he met the kings of Israel,
Judah and Edom (2 Kings 3:15) (7)
8 The request that led to the institution of the Lord’s Prayer: ‘Lord, —
us to pray’ (Luke 11:1) (5)
10 ‘We are hard pressed on every—’(2Corinthians4:8)(4)
11 Fraud (2Corinthians6:8)(8)
13 ‘His troops advance in force;they build a siege ramp against me
and — around my tent’ (Job 19:12) (6)
15 Where Rachel hid Laban’s household gods when he searched his
daughter’s tent (Genesis 31:34) (6)
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Jonathan Poston

7

Secret Gardens of the Close
The Friends of Salisbury Cathedral are inviting you to their
Secret Gardens of the Close event on Sunday 12th June.
There will be ten gardens open around Salisbury Cathedral
Close and neighbouring De Vaux Place, showcasing a host
of beautiful flowers, shrubs and trees.
Tea and cake will be available in Salisbury Cathedral
School’s Millennium Garden and there will be an exhibition
of botanical art in the cathedral cloisters.
The artwork will be for sale, along with the book Secret Gardens of the Close, produced by Salisbury Florilegium Society and featuring its members’ paintings.
There will also be plant stalls on Choristers’ Green.

The event runs from 12pm to 4pm and the entry fee is £10
per person, payable on the day at the tent on Choristers’
Green.

8

Book Review
Wild Bible, Wild Church
By Philip Eley, Kevin
Mayhew, £6.99

This book aims to transform your worship and spirituality through Bible teaching on the natural world.
In the Bible, people connected with God in the wild,
Moses found God in a bush, Elijah found Him in whisper. People’s first revelation of God was through the
natural world. The Bible starts outside and ends outside. All the best-known stories in the Bible take place
outside. Jesus’s teaching takes place outside. He points
out the world around Him as He talks.
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Services In June

Wed 1st June
8.30 Novena Prayers
Thurs 2nd June 8.30 Novena Prayers
10.00 Holy Communion at St John’s
Fri 3rd June
8.30 Novena Prayers
Sat 4th June
8.30 Novena Prayers
Sun 5th June Pentecost
8.00 BCP Holy Communion
10.30 Parish Eucharist
Mon 6th June
8.30 Morning Prayer
Tues 7th June 6.30pm Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Wed 8th June
8.30 Morning Prayer
Thurs 9th June 10.00 Holy Communion at St John’s
Fri 10th June
8.30 Morning Prayer
Sun 12th June Trinity
8.00 BCP Holy Communion
10.30 Parish Eucharist
Mon 13th June 8.30 Morning Prayer
Tues 14th June 6.30pm Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Wed 15th June 8.30 Morning Prayer
Thurs 16th June Corpus Christi
10.00 Holy Communion at St John’s
7.30pm Holy Communion with Incense
Fri 17th June
8.30 Morning Prayer
Sun 19th June Trinity 1
8.00 BCP Holy Communion
10.30 Civic Service
Mon 20th June 8.30 Morning Prayer
Tues 21st June 6.30pm Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Wed 22nd June 8.30 Morning Prayer
Thurs 23rd June10.00 Holy Communion at St John’s
Fri 24th June Birth of St John the Baptist
4.00am Dawn Service
8.30 Holy Communion
Sun 26th June Trinity 2
8.00 BCP Holy Communion
10.30 Parish Eucharist
Mon 27th June 8.30 Morning Prayer
Tues 28th June 6.30pm Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Wed 29th June Peter and Paul
8.30 Holy Communion
Thurs 30th June 10.00 Holy Communion at St John’s
24
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You're invited to Bishop Stephen's Enthronement
A big diocesan welcome for Bishop Stephen will take place
on Sunday 19 June at Salisbury Cathedral, 3pm, to which
everyone in the diocese is invited.
The Dean, Bishop Karen and Bishop Andrew offer a warm
welcome to clergy, lay leaders and parish groups from
across the diocese to this special service.
Invitations to special guests and those invited to robe will
be sent out this week, everyone else is welcome to come
and join in the enthronement of the 79th Bishop of Salisbury. There is no need to book.
Bishop Stephen writes: ‘I am looking forward to the final
stage of the process of arriving, which in itself is a beginning! I am grateful for all the support we have received
and look forward to this being a moment for the whole diocese, not just its bishop.’

And no virus or terrorist or tragedy or horror will ever change that. Where
does that leave the “way” and the “life”? The life is simply living in that truth.
The life is that unambiguous, uninhibited, unconstrained relationship with
God, ourselves, one another, and the renewed creation that we call heaven.
For a host of reasons, some of our own making, some due to the limitations
of our creaturehood, some due to the faults of others, we currently don’t experience that future in all its fullness.
But that’s where the “way” comes in. The way is living God’s future now.
The way is to live abundant life. The way is to enjoy the green pastures, still
waters, and right pathways that populate the Kingdom of God.
The way is any moment we transcend the envy, anger, bitterness, and malice of existence and glimpse God’s essence, embody true relationship, turn
“for” into “with”, and live God’s future now. The second-century theologian
Irenaeus of Lyons put it succinctly: “The glory of God is a human being fully
alive.”
When are we fully alive? In heaven — when we’re utterly in the presence of
the truth. Who alone has been fully alive among us? Jesus, who represents
to us life and embodies truth and thus is the way. If, and only if, we enjoy
Jesus as the truth, and stop using him as a ladder to eternal life, will we finally have found our way.
This is an edited extract from Humbler Faith, Bigger God: Finding a story to
live by by Samuel Wells, published by Canterbury Press at £14.99 (CT
Bookshop £11.99); 978-1-78622-418-7.

Bishop Karen adds: ‘Let us make this afternoon a moment
of celebration as we gather as a diocese from our rural,
market town, coastal and urban parishes, east, west,
north and south, to welcome our new bishop and be enthused for the next stage of the journey God is taking us
on. Do share cars, book minibuses, or use public transport
to gather in Salisbury for this service which will mark the
formal start of Bishop Stephen’s ministry amongst us.’
10
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But what had Israel done? It had allowed that covenant to lapse into a
contract, losing the bond of love and reducing it to a transactional process
by which Yahweh gave an entitled Israel blessings.

In other words, Israel had turned from enjoying God to using God, and

had instrumentalized God as a ladder to attain prosperity and security. In
exile, Israel repented. And, in exile, Israel saw a new face of God: a God
who was with Israel rather than for Israel, a God of covenant, not contract,
a God who longed to be enjoyed, not used.
This is what Jesus means by the word “truth”. I am this truth. I am the God
who is covenant ally with you, not the instrumental god who is contractually for you. Truth means everything that isn’t instrumental and is, instead,
final.
By final, I mean everything that’s an end, indeed the end, the very purpose
of creation and the raison d’être of the whole universe. The purpose of
creation is that God and humanity be companions for ever.
The utter embodiment of God, and the perfect representative of humanity,
are found in the same person: Jesus. Jesus is therefore the raison d’être
of everything. Which is why he says, “I am the truth.” Not “the one who
speaks the truth” or “the representative of the truth”, but — the truth. “I am”
is the truth — and the truth is “I am.”
See how small-minded is the attempt to turn Jesus into a ladder to get us
to heaven.
There is no heaven that’s not utter relationship with God and restored relationship with one another, ourselves, and the renewed creation.
The absurd idea that we could somehow use God to get out of life alive
and let everyone and everything else go hang is precisely the kind of sin
that put Israel in exile and jeopardises our own destiny. We experience
that utter relationship with God in Jesus only if we let go of any desire other than the desire for that relationship.
IF WE seek God because we want heaven, we don’t deserve heaven. If
we want God because we want to avoid hell, we’re headed for hell. But if
we desire God because we want nothing other than to be in utter relationship with the source, origin, and purpose of the universe, the essence of
all things, and if we trust that the God who came in flesh as Jesus and
died emptied of all but love and rose because in the end love is stronger
than death will ultimately never be separated from us — if that’s what it’s
all about for us, all about for ever for us — then God will give us that relationship for ever.
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Dawn Eucharist
4 am Friday 24 June
Birth of John the Baptist
At last! After the rigours of Covid we can
again celebrate our patron saint on his own
day. It has been our custom to hold a
communion service just as the dawn breaks.
As this is the longest day of the year, this
means an early start!
As Zechariah says in the Benedictus
(Luke1.l 68 -79) “In the tender compassion of
our God, the dawn from on high shall break
upon us”. So we join the ancient tradition of
marking mid-summer by making the most of
the long hours of light and praising God at
dawn.

Do join us outside the east end of the church
as Gerry celebrates the eucharist for us and
we join the birds in the dawn chorus. As a
previous Rector said “Why should the pagans
at Stonehenge have all the fun!”
Liz Overthrow
11

Message from PCC Philip Wilkinson
In-

Side Track Two is, “How do people of other faiths get to heaven if they don’t
recognise Jesus?” This question is equally fixated on the ladder analogy. Not
only do we assume that the point of Jesus is to get us on to the roof, but we
take for granted that members of all other faiths are as committed to the roof
project as we are, and we regard their traditions through the impoverishing
lens of being inadequate ladders.
THIS raises an intriguing but absurd spectre: Jesus, sitting at the Last Supper,
giving his disciples a quick guide to the inadequacies of other faiths in achieving such a project. The notion is ludicrous.
This shows what ridiculous gymnastics we’re led into by our commitment to
instrumentalising Jesus. The way to repent of this tendency is to focus on how
Jesus begins this celebrated sentence: “I am.”
Those two words are the most important words in John’s Gospel. Jesus prefaces his seven self-declarations with them. “I am the true vine,” “I am the resurrection and the life,” “I am the good shepherd,” etc.
“I am” is the Greek translation of the Hebrew word for the name of God, usually spelt YHWH and pronounced Yahweh or Jehovah, although it’s so holy that
Jews don’t pronounce it at all, often substituting the word “Adonai” or “Lord.”

creasing and improving the number ways my office, and Wiltshire Police,
engage with communities is just one way to ensure Wiltshire has a police
force which meets the needs of the people it serves.
We have to engage more with local communities and involve them in
decision making, we simply have to excel at the basics. Slowly, this will have
an impact and we will see an increase in our communities’ trust that they are
being heard and listened to.
Wiltshire Police is already making strides towards greater community
engagement. We need to tell people who their local officers are as well as
hearing when there has been great service or when there hasn’t.
Making Wiltshire Safer has gone some way to bridge the gap between the
police and the communities they serve. I believe it’s not just about listening
to those who shout the loudest, but also taking the time to meaningfully
engage with those who feel they have limited influence.
12

It’s sometimes said that Jesus’s words in John 14, “Whoever has seen me has
seen the Father,” and “I am in the Father and the Father is in me,” are radical
statements of Christ’s divinity, but, in truth, it’s already all here in these two
little words, “I am.”
Jesus is cut from the same cloth as the Father. Everything that the Father is in
the Old Testament is now embodied here in Jesus. Which takes us back to
what “everything” really is. Rather than get hung up on the first word, “way,”
we need to begin with the second word, “truth”.
This is the truth the Old Testament is proclaiming. Israel is in exile. It had land,
king, and temple, and was a significant presence in the Near Eastern world —
the whole of the then-known world. But it lost it all.
In exile, Israel wrote down its story. It recalled that it found its identity in a covenant. That covenant was made with the source, destiny, and ground of all
being, Yahweh, the essence that caused, sustained, and purposed all existence.
IN ORDER to make such a covenant, Yahweh had delivered Israel from slavery, having previously saved it from famine. To keep that covenant, Yahweh
had given Israel a law, a way of maintaining its freedom.
21

‘Our

ladder’s bigger than yours’: how Christians get
Christ wrong
Don’t seek Jesus just to get to heaven, says Sam Wells
CHRISTIANS should have regarded Jesus as someone to be enjoyed, but
instead they’ve treated him as someone to be used. “That’s unfair!” many
might say. “That’s not true — surely we worship Jesus.” But see how Christians use Jesus. Christians have a project. That project is most simply to get
out of life alive.
People don’t talk about death because they fear it might be infectious; but
everyone knows about death. We know that having children and building institutions and leaving legacies and seeking celebrity and owning many mansions are all ultimately futile, even though we invest huge efforts in seeking
such things. They can’t transcend death.
But Jesus — he offers eternal life. That’s his unique selling point. And eternal
life solves the death problem pretty effectively, and more reliably than cryogenics. See how this instrumentalises Jesus. We cease to enjoy Jesus, attend to his character, rejoice in his particular qualities, rest on his words.
Instead, we turn him into a ladder for getting up to the roof — the roof being,
in this case, heaven. If a better or more reliable way of getting on to the roof
became available, we’d be off after it like a shot. This is the attitude for which
Christians need to repent. It treats God as a means to an end.

This is where the Youth Commission plays such a crucial role, young
people aged 14-25, are empowered to act as a critical friend to me and
Wiltshire Police.
When it comes to young people we do find that, even with the best
intentions, services and initiatives are provided for them, instead of with
them and we risk alienating the very people we want to help.
We are now in the process of recruiting new members for the Youth
Commission and I urge you to consider encouraging young people to
apply.
I recognise there may be some sceptics who think this is lip service and
won’t result in tangible action or change. But that is not, and will never
be, my leadership style.
My core responsibility is to represent Wiltshire and Swindon’s residents
when it comes to police and crime matters. This is not a responsibility
that I take lightly or will shy away from.
Philip Wilkinson

Peace, harmony, blessing, and communion in this transitory life, and an entry
ticket to the next, everlasting one. It looks like very good value. That instrumentalization has dominated the way “the way, and the truth, and the life” is
read.
People quote, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life,” but in practice get
only as far as “the way”. We then go down two side tracks.
Side Track One is, “Do you get to heaven if you don’t acknowledge Jesus as
your Lord and Saviour?” See how this question is fixated on the ladder analogy. We take for granted that we’re all using Jesus as our ladder, and we want
some plaudits for having chosen the best ladder, and we’re eager to tell anyone who’s on any other ladder that they’re a fool and not as wise and worthy
as us.
So, we quote these words, “I am the way,” and we say, “Told you — our ladder’s the best and your ladder’s rubbish. I can see the dry rot from here.”
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Contact Information
Emma Morton
Head of Communications and Engagement
Wiltshire OPCC
07384 820760
emma.morton@wiltshire.police.uk
13

The design is in brilliant detail, and you can follow the
lines as they weave in and out. This delight in patterns
is evident in lots of Celtic art.
It is good to imagine Columba on Iona meditating on the
thread of God’s grace woven into his life as he looked
back to his years in Ireland and his pilgrimage to Iona. It
might have seemed at one glance a complicated interweaving of events and experiences, and then perhaps as
he looked again, he would see God’s love threading its
way through that history and redeeming both it and him.
It is the same for us. As we look at our lives, they may
seem complex and involved patterns of events and circumstances taking us here and there. As we ponder
those patterns, then we can begin to see a thread woven
into the patterns that guides and leads us on. And as we
stand back, all the patterns and threads seem to make
sense as we spot that guiding thread. Just as we can
stand back from the designs of this page and see God’s
love spelling out the name of Christ, our Lord.

The Rt Revd Stephen Lake , Bishop of Salisbury

14
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A new Bishop for the Diocese of Salisbury

St Columba
In 563 an Irish monk was forced to leave his homeland
because of a conflict that had led to a misuse of power
and even bloodshed. On Pentecost Sunday he arrived
on the island of Iona off the north-west coast of Scotland with twelve companions. There he began a new
way of life, founded on Christ’s mercy and forgiveness
of the past, and so created one of the great centres of
faith and mission in the Christian Church. His name
was Columba, and we keep his feast day on 9th June.
His monastery on Iona started as a small cluster of
wooden buildings with a church and a guesthouse.
Around were fields of crops and cattle and bees. But
under Columba’s guidance, it grew, and from Iona
monks were sent into Scotland as one arm of a missionary advance that reached down through England
to France and across Europe.

People across the Diocese of Salisbury are looking forward
to welcoming their new Bishop.
The Rt Revd Stephen Lake was consecrated at Southwark
Cathedral at the end of April and will be enthroned in
Salisbury Cathedral on 19th June.
Bishop Stephen, who until recently was Dean of Gloucester, succeeds the Rt Revd Nicholas Holtam, who retired
last July. He is the 79th Bishop of Salisbury.
Bishop Stephen, who grew up in Poole, trained for ministry at Chichester Theological College, held his curacy at
Sherborne Abbey with Castleton and Lillington, and was
ordained priest in 1989.

That outreach was an amazing achievement. But just
as amazing was the consolidation of monastic life on
Iona that resulted two centuries later in the Book of
Kells. This text of the four Gospels was begun by
scribes and artists in the library of Iona. It grew into
one of the masterpieces of Celtic art that was taken to
Kells in Ireland to escape the Viking invaders who ravaged the island.

He became Vicar of St Aldhelm’s, Branksome in 1992 and
was appointed Rural Dean of Poole in 2000.

Along with the text of the Gospels, there are illustrations of Jesus, Mary and the four evangelists, together
with decorations at once intricate and fantastic: patterns that interweave and interlace across the page
with an odd face here and a weird creature there.

“To be able to serve in the places that formed me will be
something rare and special.”
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In 2001 he was appointed Sub Dean of St Albans and became Dean of Gloucester in 2011.
He said: “It is such a privilege and a joy to be called back
to the Diocese of Salisbury as Bishop.

Bishop Stephen is married to Carol and the couple have
three adult children.
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Omnes ad Unum Needs You
If you can please volunteer to help at the traditional
English Fayre to be held on the 11th June in
Hillworth Park.
Attendees are encouraged to dress in 1950’s
fashion and there will be numerous family
orientated stalls together with Tug of war
championship and Morris dancing.
If you cannot help please do come as the proceeds
will help to support our church and Ukrainian
refugees coming to live locally.

Prayers for Ukraine
The Mothers’ Union Chapel in Salisbury Cathedral
remains the building’s focal point for prayers for
Ukraine.
From the end of the morning Eucharist at 8.15am
until the evening Eucharist at 5pm, there is a vigil in
the chapel, where a candle burns for Ukraine.
Cathedral clergy, congregation and visitors pray
silently before the candle throughout the day.
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