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PARISH RETREAT 2020
Our Retreat this year is again at Lox Lane Farm, near
Shaftesbury, from the evening of Friday 24 April until after
lunch on Sunday 26 April.
Lox Lane Farm is set in beautiful surroundings in the heart
of the North Dorset countryside, an area of outstanding
natural beauty. The 19th century farmhouse and courtyard
have been sympathetically and lovingly converted, maintaining many of the original features. All bedrooms are
ensuite.
Does the idea of a weekend in the country with homely
tasty food appeal to you? An opportunity to rest, unwind
and pray? To find out where God might be leading you?
If so, please book the date in your diary now and complete
and return one of the booking forms containing further details, available in church or from Judy Bridger: 01380
724625 or judybridger@hotmail.com. The cost of the
weekend is £145.00 per person, which includes all meals,
morning coffee and afternoon tea.
This year the Retreat will be led by Janet Robbins, who is a
Benedictine Oblate, a member of the World Community for
Christian Meditation, an experienced retreat leader and
spiritual companion. The theme is ‘Finding the Stillness
Within – the happiness we seek is already within us; it is
the gift of Divine Blessing’.

Will you be there?

The Bishop of Salisbury, the Rt Revd Nicholas Holtam
God in Ordinary
The cathedral had a new Christmas nativity of photographs that looked like
a huge painting. The people in it were from the local community. Christmas
celebrates God among us. Like the shepherds and the wise men we came
to the crib to wonder and worship but when we went away to get on with the
rest of our lives, what happens next?
One answer is that the Church’s year continues to tell the Christian stories
of God in Jesus who teaches, challenges, heals and gives life to us.
Christmas gives way to Epiphany; on 2nd February we remember the
Presentation of Christ in the Temple and his being recognised by the elderly
Simeon and Anna; and this year at the end of the month, on 26th February,
Ash Wednesday is the start of Lent and our preparation for Easter.
Other answers are also needed in trying to find what it means for God to be
among us. How do we respond in our daily lives? What difference does it
make to the way I understand myself and how we live together? We have
often used Lent for those reflective questions.

This year, instead of Praying Together as we have done for the last three
years, I hope that as a diocese we will use the Archbishop of Canterbury’s
Lent Book by Ruth Valerio, ‘Saying Yes to Life’. “As people made in the
image of God, we are entrusted to look after what he has created: to share
in God’s joy and ingenuity in making a difference for good.” Using the story
of the days of creation in Genesis 1 she, “relates light, water, land, the
seasons, other creatures, humankind, Sabbath rest and resurrection hope to
matters of environmental, ethical and social concern.” There are small,
cheaper booklets for kids and adults to go alongside it, ‘A 40-Day Challenge
to Live Lent and Care for God’s Creation’.
Asking what it means in our ordinary lives that God is among us is a good
way to keep Lent. There is no single settled answer because we keep
deepening our response to God come among us. What do we pray for?
Whom do we serve? How will we grow? Living in response to those
questions renews our hope.
+Nicholas Sarum
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Lent 2020

PCC Report

For many of us, Lent is a time of reflection
as we prepare to remember and celebrate
the death and resurrection of Jesus; of
‘giving up’ or ‘adding in’ when we perhaps
give up things like chocolate, alcohol or
social media and/or add in more space to
pray, read the Bible, serve others and reflect
on God’s love.

The Parochial Church Council met on 29 January and the following
topics were discussed:
Health and Safety Policies for both churches were fully approved and
thanks given to Alan Martin for his work on this matter.
Eucharistic Assistants
David Evans, Judy Bridger, Jane Scorer, Bob Simpson, Peter Crofts,
Mike McClelland and Mark Harrison were approved to administer
communion for a further three years.

Finance
The Finance Committee reported that there was a deficit in last year’s
accounts of £11,000. The income was not meeting the expenditure and
members were asked to come to the next meeting with ideas to remedy
this situation.

Come and share lunch:
Churches Together in Devizes
Lent Lunches 2020

Churches Together in Devizes
It was felt that our parish was unable to help with the Good Friday
service and Thy Kingdom Come events because of our current ministry
situation.

Sheep Street Baptist Church
Thursdays 12.30 to 1.30 pm
27 February
19 March
5 March
26 March
12 March 2 April
Come and share in the Lent Course:
An Introduction to Christian
Contemplative Living
Crafting a contemplative way in a busy world
5 March
12 March
26 March
2 April
6.30pm – 7 30 pm
St John’s Church

4

Parish Rooms Group
A co-ordinator is needed to head this small group which looks after the
Parish Rooms.
St Mary’s Project
Sketches and revised plans had been sent to various bodies and a
positive response received. The next step is to proceed with a faculty
application the DAC.
Restructure of PCC committees
Membership of the following teams was finalised: Ministry, Spirituality,
Leadership, Church Life, Buildings & Grounds and Finance.
Omnes Ad Unum
This is the fund-raising arm of the parish and more members from
congregation would be very welcome to join in planning and supporting
events.
If you want to know any more about any of these items, please speak to
a member of the Parochial Church Council.
Liz Overthrow
PCC Secretary
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Ethical Shopping

St John’s Choir

Devizes Fairtrade and Sustainable Devizes invite you to an evening
to think about our shopping habits and their impacts on the
environment and livelihoods of producers

THE CHORISTERS ENTERTAIN

Wednesday 4 March
at 7.30pm
the Cheese Hall, Devizes Town Hall
admin @sustainabledevizes.org.uk

One of the most popular events in the St John's musical calendar is
back! The Choristers Entertain returns on Friday 27th March at 7pm
in the form of a Variety Show. With an array of solo performances,
readings, poetry and acts from choir members young (and not so
young!) to look forward to.

Fairtrade refreshments
Upcoming Away Visits

………………………………………………..

Saturday 30th May: Evensong at Tewkesbury Abbey
Sunday 19th July: Evensong at St Mary's, Orchardleigh
Sunday 25th October: Matins and Evensong at St George's
Chapel, Windsor
…………………………………………………………………………………

Sudoku Solution
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1 March - St David’s Day: time for
daffodils

Sudoku (solution page 16)

St David’s Day, is a time for the Welsh to
wear daffodils or leeks. Shakespeare called
this custom ‘an honourable tradition begun
upon an honourable request’ - but nobody
knows the reason. We do know that David - or
Dafydd - of Pembrokeshire was a monk and
bishop of the 6th century. In the 12th century
he was made patron Saint of Wales. Tradition
has it that he was austere with himself, and
generous with others - living on water and
vegetables (leeks, perhaps?!) and devoting himself to works of mercy.
17 March—St Patrick’s Day
St Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland. Patrick was born the son of a
town councillor in the west of England, between the Severn and the
Clyde. But as a young man he was captured by Irish pirates,
kidnapped to Ireland, and reduced to slavery. Patrick turned to
prayer. He found God was there for him, even in such desperate
circumstances. He spent much time in prayer, and his faith grew and
deepened, in contrast to his earlier years, when he “knew not the true
God”.
Then, after six gruelling, lonely years he was told in a dream he would
soon go to his own country. He either escaped or was freed, made his
way to a port 200 miles away and eventually persuaded some sailors
to take him with them away from Ireland.
After various adventures in other lands, including near-starvation,
Patrick landed on English soil at last, and returned to his family. But
he was much changed. He had enjoyed his life of plenty before; now
he wanted to devote the rest of his life to Christ. Patrick received some
form of training for the priesthood, but not the higher
education he really wanted. But by 435, well-educated
or not, Patrick was badly needed. The Pope sent
Patrick back to the land of his slavery. He set up his
see at Armagh, and worked principally in the
north. He urged the Irish to greater spirituality, set up a school, and
made several missionary journeys.
6
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20 March – Cuthbert: beloved monk and Bishop of
Lindisfarne
Eat seasonally
Eco-warriors who lead protest marches may have good intent, but
what are they doing at home? Are they block-paving their gardens
or eating avocados, for example?
Alan Titchmarsh, writing in his recent column in Gardeners’ World,
points out: “We cannot berate members of the Royal family and
global superstars for flying hither and yon in private jets if we buy
strawberries in January, for they, too, will have necessitated the
burning of fossil fuel to reach our table.”
Titchmarsh says that if we really want to make a difference, we
should eat seasonally. “I yearn for a return to …. English apples and
pears in autumn and winter, strawberries and raspberries in summer,
and asparagus from April to June.
And while he would not deprive anyone of “a slice of lemon for their
G&T,” he does worry “about the growing consumption of avocados,
which is causing the destruction of Mexican rainforests to make way
for avocado plantations.”
So instead of avocados this month, why not consider some
artichoke, beetroot, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cabbage (both Savoy
and white), carrots, chicory, cauliflowers, endives, fennel, or spinach,
to name but a few of the vegetables in season in March?

Cuthbert of Lindisfarne (c 634-87) has long been northern
England’s favourite saint. It is easy to see why: Cuthbert was
holy, humble, peaceable, prayerful, faithful in friendship, winsome,
and really kind.
Cuthbert was born into a fairly well-off Anglo-Saxon family, and
became a monk at Melrose in 651. He and another monk, Eata,
were sent to start a monastery at Ripon, but Alcfrith, who owned
the land, insisted that they adopt the Roman customs, which
Cuthbert’s Celtic church did not allow. So Cuthbert and Eata
quietly returned to Melrose, where Cuthbert became prior in about
661. Then came the Synod of Whitby in 663/4, and the Celtic
Church formally decided to adopt the Roman Customs. After this,
Cuthbert was sent on to Lindisfarne as prior, where he sensitively
introduced the new ways, and won over the monks there.
Cuthbert was very much loved at Lindisfarne. His zeal was evident
in his constant preaching, teaching, and visiting of the people. He
was also said to have gifts of prophecy and healing. Occasionally,
Cuthbert reached ‘people overload’. Then he would retreat to a
tiny islet called Inner Farne, where he could pray in total seclusion.
When, to his horror, he was told he had been made Bishop of
Hexham, he immediately ‘swapped’ sees with Eata, and stayed on
at Lindisfarne as Bishop. Sadly, Cuthbert died on little Inner
Farne, only two years later, on 20 March, 687.
Cuthbert was buried at Lindisfarne, but that is not the end of his
story. For it was only now that his travels began. After the
Vikings destroyed Lindisfarne in 875, several monks dug him up
and set out to find Cuthbert a final, and safe, resting place. For
the next 120 years Cuthbert was deposited in various monasteries
around the north of England and southwest Scotland. Finally, in
999, Cuthbert was allowed to rest in Durham, where a Saxon
church was built over his shrine.
All that travel must have done him good; when his body was
exhumed to be put into the ‘new’ Norman Cathedral in Durham in
1104, it was said to be still in perfect tact, and ‘incorrupt’.
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Saturday 7 March, Churchyard Working Party
10-12 noon

Mothers’ Union
March 4th

Speaker Jean Collens
“Poetry and Observation”

March 25th Deanery Lady Day Celebration
tba 2.00 pm
March 28th

Spring Council Meeting
St Francis’ Salisbury

For more details please contact Juliet Bazeley 829610

Regular Events
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Saturday 4th April, St John’s Church Spring Clean
10.00am—12 noon

8

****************

First Sunday of each month:
Fairtrade stall in church after the 10.30am service
Tuesdays
7.15pm for 7.30pm (third Tuesday in every month)
Reflection
Details from Judy Bridger (724625)
Wednesdays
2.30pm (first Wednesday of the month)
Mothers’ Union meets in the Parish Rooms
Details from Juliet Bazeley (829610)
Thursdays
7.30pm
Bell Ringing Practice
Details from Liz Merritt (726767)
Fridays
Choir Practice
7.00pm Junior Choir
7.30pm Full Practice (ends 8.30pm)
Details from Chris Totney (01672 562886)
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Book Review

From the registers
RIP
Ray Taylor
John Trapp
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Parish Office Opening
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Fri, 10.00am -12 noon
CLOSED: Tues,Thurs, Sat, Sun
724389 or email admin@stjohnwithstmary org.uk with enquiries

Parish Magazine
Copy deadline for the April 2020 issue of the parish magazine to
The Parish Office by 16th March

Website
www.stjohnwithstmary.org.uk

The views expressed in this magazine are those of individual contributors. They do
not necessarily represent the official views of the staff and PCC of the parish or of
the diocese of Salisbury. The editor reserves the right to select or edit material
submitted for publication.
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Good Grief - Living with Sorrow and Loss
By Malcolm Duncan, Lion Hudson, £10.99
We all walk through grief and loss. It comes in many shapes and
forms. As a husband, father, son and a pastor for the past thirty-four
years, Malcolm Duncan has experienced loss in many forms.
Duncan has seen grief destroy some people, and his own experience
of loss and grief came close to destroying him. Yet God
has carried him through.
In this intensely personal journal, Duncan guides the
reader through grief and loss, examining how it changes
us, and affirms that God is with us every step of the way.
Intimate and well-grounded in scripture, Malcolm Duncan
shows us that no matter how dark it gets, the light of His
grace will always be there.
………………………………………………………………………………………..
Dust and Glory: Daily Bible readings from Ash Wednesday to
Easter Day By David Runcorn, BRF, £7.99
Lent is one of the three 40-day ‘seasons’ in the Church’s year,
besides Advent and the period from Easter to Pentecost. The name
itself, Lent, derives from an ancient word meaning ‘Spring’ or ‘long’,
referring to the time of year when days are beginning
to lengthen and the world is turning from winter cold
and dark to the warmth and promise of Spring. During
this time, the Church calls us to a special period of
prayer, self-examination and teaching – and this book
has been written to accompany you through that
period, a time of turning from winter to spring, from
death to life.
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Services in March

Services are in St John’s church unless otherwise stated

1 Sunday:

The First Sunday of Lent
8.00am
BCP Holy Communion
10.30am
Parish Communion

3 Tuesday:
4 Wednesday:
5 Thursday:

6.30pm
8.00pm
10.00am

8 Sunday

The Second Sunday of Lent
8.00am
BCP Holy Communion
10.30am
Matins

10 Tuesday:
12 Thursday:

6.30pm
10.00am

15 Sunday:

The Third Sunday of Lent
8.00am
BCP Holy Communion
10.30am
Parish Communion
3.00pm
High Sheriff Service

Holy Communion in St Mary's
Compline
Holy Communion

Holy Communion in St Mary’s
Holy Communion

17 Tuesday:
19 Thursday:

6.30pm
Holy Communion in St Mary’s
Joseph of Nazareth
10.00am
Holy Communion

22 Sunday:

Mothering Sunday
8.00am
BCP Holy Communion
10.30am
Sunday Thanksgiving

24 Tuesday:
26 Thursday:

6.30pm
10.00am

29 Sunday:

The Fifth Sunday of Lent
8.00am
BCP Holy Communion
10.30am
Parish Communion
6.30pm
Holy Communion in St Mary’s

31 Tuesday:

Stone-throwing
(John 8:1-11)
A familiar scene …
Crowds of people with strong views,
clamouring, demanding their way,
intolerant of others
who made different mistakes, different choices.
A raucous, intimidating, egocentric baying for action.
A familiar scene…
Where is the love?
Where is the compassion?
Where is the concern for the common good?
How long Lord, will your teaching be ignored?
How long till the stone-throwing stops?
By Daphne Kitching

Holy Communion in St Mary’s
Holy Communion
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