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A reflection and poem by Chris Cox:

Bible readings for May

Be Rooted in Your Source
Jesus’ teaching on the subject of anxiety and worry is not always
easy to implement. “Do not be anxious about your life” he said, “do
not be anxious about tomorrow”. On one level we know he’s right;
which of us, by being anxious “can add a single hour” to the span of
our lives? But this isn’t easy. As our current circumstance has made
clear, we appear to have little control over our physical existence
and, although worrying about it is fruitless and tiresome at best and,
at worst, can be utterly debilitating, we will worry for our families, our
friends, our neighbours, our communities, and for ourselves.
But Jesus doesn’t leave it there, he tells us how we can move
towards a different way of being. “Strive first for the kingdom of God”
he tells us, for when we are rooted within the ‘kingdom of God’,
feelings of fear and worry will no longer overwhelm and consume us.
I find that I move closer to the ‘kingdom of God’, that divine reality
which is forever here and now, in the silence and stillness of
contemplative prayer. It is in the practice of contemplative prayer that
I realise, in the words of Thomas Merton, that ‘God is hidden within
me’ and, as Merton continues, ‘I find Him by hiding in the silence in
which He is concealed’.
I wrote the following poem in 2009 during a retreat at the wonderful,
and now sadly defunct, Ivy House Retreat Centre in Warminster:
Reflections before an Old Apple Tree in Ivy House Garden
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This gnarled old tree knows nothing of worry.
Rooted in its source, the divine ground, it simply is.
Contorted branches, weathered and lichen
crusted,
give shelter without heed or thought.
Thankful for the life enhancing rain
and patient with the zealous sun,
it does not question or fret.
Silent; yielding; it receives everything,
and quietly bears abundant fruit.
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Red Letter Days:
1 May St Philip and St James
14 St Matthew
17 Rogation Sunday
21 Ascension Day
31 Pentecost
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8th May - Julian of Norwich, a voice from a distant cell
by Canon David Winter
Many years ago, studying English literature at university, I was
intrigued to be introduced to the work of Julian of Norwich. She
was writing at the end of the 14th century, when our modern
English language was slowly emerging from its origins in AngloSaxon and Middle English.
Our lecturer was mainly concerned with her importance in the
history of the language (she was the first woman, and the first
significant writer, to write in English). But I was more intrigued
by the ideas she was expressing. She was an anchoress –
someone who had committed herself to a life of solitude, giving
herself to prayer and fasting. St Julian’s, Norwich was the
church where she had her ‘cell’.
Her masterpiece, Revelations of Divine Love, reveals a mystic
of such depth and insight that today up and down Britain there
are hundreds, possibly thousands, of ‘Julian Groups’ who meet
regularly to study her writings and try to put them into practise.
She is honoured this month in the Lutheran and Anglican
Churches, but although she is held in high regard by many Roman Catholics, her own Church has never felt able to recognise
her as a ‘saint’. This is probably because she spoke of God as
embracing both male and female qualities. Revelations is an
account of the visions she received in her tiny room, which
thousands of pilgrims visit every year.
Her most famous saying, quoted by T S Eliot in one of his poems, is ‘All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of
thing shall be well.’ These words have brought comfort and
strength to many a soul in distress.
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Reflections on the 75th anniversary of VE Day,
8th May 2020.
The government had intended that we should celebrate the 75th
anniversary of victory over Nazi Germany on a special Bank Holiday
Friday on May 8th. Such celebrations are now inappropriate and
impossible in view of the Coronavirus pandemic. Yet, ironically, while
denying us the opportunity to celebrate it, the pandemic seems also
to have lent new relevance to the nation’s war experience.
Public figures keep telling us that we are engaged in a war in which
each and every one of us must play our part. In the Second World
War we were told that careless talk costs lives; now the refrain is that
careless social contact can kill. In the War officials enforced the
blackout; in the pandemic the police warn people off beaches and
away from beauty spots.
Addressing a nation suffering under lockdown, the Queen recalled her
and her sister’s wartime broadcast designed to ease the pain caused
by wartime evacuation. Eighty years ago the pilots of the Battle of
Britain were presented as heroes; in 2020 we clap on Thursdays in
recognition of the selfless heroism of doctors and nurses. In her
address, the Queen hoped that modern Britons would emulate in the
present crisis the sense of solidarity and public spirit of our forebears.
I am sure that she particularly had in mind the sense of common
purpose which Britons exhibited during the Second World War. The
huge response to the government’s call for volunteers to assist the
vulnerable in the community suggests that the Queen’s hope will not
be disappointed.
How will we react when the lockdown is finally eased? I suspect that
there will be an overwhelming desire to hold parties and to enjoy the
social interaction at present forbidden to us. Certainly, VE Day in
1945 was greeted by huge crowds in London and street parties
throughout the country. People who remember that time tell me that
pretty dresses were brought out of storage for girls to wear, in an
effort to forget the drabness of life during the war. Party foods which
had long disappeared from menus were brought out, fruit jellies, for
instance. My informant told me, though, that boys in her street
complained that the jellies were not sweet enough, doubtless
3
because sugar was rationed.

The privations of wartime could not at once be ended. Indeed, in
some respects things got worse before they got better: in 1946 bread
was rationed for the first time, followed by potatoes in 1947.
So if on VE Day people could not yet celebrate the end of austerity,
what were they celebrating? Certainly, they were exulting in the
victory of their side. The visceral hatred of the Germans evident in
the First World War seems to have been less manifest in the Second
War. One Londoner recalled: You used to hear, ‘Bloody Jerry!’ or
‘Old Adolf’s having another go at us’, but it was half-jokingly said and
felt. On the other hand, unlike in the First War, there was almost total
agreement that the war had to be fought and the government never
faced the sort of serious unrest manifest in Red Clydeside or in
South Wales in 1914-8.
Victory can plausibly be presented in the way the Queen in her
recent broadcast seemed to remember it, as a triumph of the British
spirit. Before the War the government had feared that morale would
disintegrate under the impact of bombing. Such fears were not
groundless. After the bombing raids on the East End of London in
September 1940, Mass Observation reported: The whole story of last
weekend has been one of unplanned hysteria… Of course, the press
version of life going on normally in the East End on Monday is
grotesque. And yet the ‘Blitz spirit’ was not just an invention of the
press. The hysteria recorded in September 1940 occurred partly
because the experience of bombing was novel. People could and did
get used to it and they then reacted to nights of terror and loss very
differently by continuing their usual routines: for example, most men
turned up for work after the terrible raid on Coventry in November
1940. Local authorities could and did prepare for the raids. The
council in Hull rehoused tens of thousands within four days of a
major attack, in contrast to the Liverpool authorities, who attracted
unprintably violent comments from all sections of the community.
Of course, human greed and selfishness did not disappear: there
was a persistent problem of looting of war-damaged properties, while
one result of rationing was a flourishing black market. Some were
prompted to vent their frustrations on minority groups, such as Jews,
Greeks and the Chinese. Even so, the Queen’s memory of a nation
united in a common purpose during the Second World War has real
substance and it deserves celebration.
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Parish Office
The Office is Closed at present but we can be contacted at home
07808 98 77 55
Monday Wednesday and Friday
9.00am –12 noon

Parish Magazine
Copy deadline for the June 2020 issue of the parish magazine to
The Parish Office by 15th May on: admin@stjohnwithstmary.org.uk

Website
www. stjohnwithstmary.org.uk
The views expressed in this magazine are those of individual contributors.
They do not necessarily represent the official views of the staff and PCC of the parish
or of the diocese of Salisbury. The editor reserves the right to select or edit material
submitted for publication.
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Coping in the Storm
Thoughts of The Revd Paul Hardingham
‘Jesus got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, ‘Quiet! Be
still!’ Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.’ (Mark
4:39).
What started out for the disciples as a routine trip across the Sea of
Galilee, ended up with a storm threatening to overwhelm their boat!
Jesus was asleep in the boat, so little wonder they feared for their
lives: ‘Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?’ (38).
Who would have thought two months ago that the world would be
overwhelmed by the Coronavirus pandemic and our lives turned
upside down! Self-isolating and self-distancing are now part of our
daily vocabulary, as we live in an uncertain world. What does this
story say to us in our circumstances?
Firstly, we read that Jesus calmed the storm: ‘He got up, rebuked the
wind and said to the waves, ‘Quiet! Be still!’’ (39). He is the Lord of
the storm and holds our circumstances in His hands. We are called
to trust, not fear, being assured that He is with us to protect us. ‘Why
are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?’ (40). Nothing is outside
of His control.
Secondly, despite the calm, the disciples were still terrified: ‘They
were terrified and asked each other, ‘Who is this? Even the wind and
the waves obey Him!’’ (41). Like us, the disciples were asking why
Jesus, who loved them, had allowed the storm to happen! Our
circumstances provide us with an opportunity to understand more
deeply who Jesus is. We can’t control Him and we don’t always
understand His bigger plans for us
and His world. We are called to
overcome fear and insecurity, by
living lives of peace, faith and
hope. How contagious can we be
for Jesus in a stormy world?

16

As the First World War receded into the past, people had come to
question the gloriousness of victory and even the need to have fought.
There has not been a similar change of sentiment concerning the
Second World War. It continues to be regarded as a just war.
Confronting the issue of whether going to war by Christian states is
compatible with their Christianity, St Augustine had argued that war in
self-defence was legitimate. Given Hitler’s invasion plan, Operation
Sealion, and the aerial attack of the Battle of Britain, designed to
prepare the way for it, it seemed obvious to most people that the War
was a defensive one. It is true that Hitler was prepared to offer Britain
peace terms after the fall of France, and not everyone felt that
Churchill was right to reject them out of hand. Yet Churchill saw that in
a world dominated by the Third Reich Britain would be allowed to
survive only as a ‘slave state’. Like the nominally independent regime
set up at Vichy in France, Britain would doubtless have been required
to adopt Hitler’s key policies, such as the creation of a Jew-free
society.
In view of what happened in occupied Europe, we have many reasons
to be grateful that Britain remained independent. Occupation divided
societies: some people actively collaborated, some resisted, most
acquiesced in order to survive. Suspicions, betrayals and enmities
lasting for decades after the War were the inevitable result in
countries such as France and Norway. Women whose heads were
shaven to mark them as ‘Nazi whores’ and their children were among
the saddest victims of post-war revenge on collaborators. Alliance
with Hitler’s Germany also meant supplying conscripts for his armies
on the Eastern Front and tens of thousands of workers for German
industry.
VE Day, then, was a celebration of deliverance from a fate rightly
regarded as worse than any earlier would-be invader had threatened
England with. But not everyone has felt able to applaud Britain’s war
effort without reservations. In particular, the reliance on aerial
bombing associated with ‘Bomber’ Harris has been much criticised.
Bishop Bell of Chichester wrote in 1943: To bomb cities as cities,
deliberately to attack civilians…is a wrong deed, whether done by the
Nazis or by ourselves.
5

The loss of lives in Hamburg on July 24th 1943 (45,000) and in
Dresden on February 13th 1945 (35,000 at least) was out of all
proportion to the damage to German morale supposedly inflicted.
Moreover, fighting Hitler meant alliance with another dictator who had
blood on his hands, namely Stalin. The moral compromises involved in
this alliance became glaringly evident after the War. Stalin demanded
that Soviet prisoners of war be repatriated from parts of Europe under
Western control. British and American authorities felt obliged to assist,
even after it became clear that Stalin, convinced that anyone taken
prisoner must have wavered in his loyalty, intended to have many of
them shot or sent to the Gulag. He and the puppet regimes he
sponsored also insisted that Eastern Europe be cleared of Germans.
At the Potsdam conference in 1945 Britain, the USA and the Soviet
Union agreed on an ‘orderly and humane’ transfer of millions of
Germans, whose ancestors had in most cases lived in the area for
seven or more centuries. Such a relocation of millions had inevitably to
be forcible and given the scale of the transfers and the chaotic
condition of Eastern Europe at the time, it could not in practice be
orderly or humane. The death toll of this ethnic cleansing certainly
totalled hundreds of thousands.
And yet it seems impossible to regard the two sides in the Second
World War as morally equivalent. When he attacked the Soviet Union
in June 1941, Hitler announced a war of extermination. Millions of
Jews from all over Europe were his primary targets, but tens of
millions of Slavs were doomed as inferior specimens of humanity to
survive at best as slaves of the Aryan master race, while the
staggeringly high death rate among Soviet prisoners of war taken by
the Germans reflected their abominable treatment of these
Untermenschen. It cannot be said that Britain was fighting to end
these horrors. At least until the liberation of the camp at BergenBelsen in April 1945, the general public knew little of them, while the
government concentrated on military and diplomatic concerns. The
knowledge of Nazi racial policies which we now have, however, gives
us the best possible reason to celebrate the defeat and collapse of
Hitler’s odious regime.
As we look back 75 years, we celebrate the courage and self-sacrifice
of those who fought for Britain, most famously ‘the few’, who won the
Battle of Britain, and the armies which invaded Normandy in 1944.
6

A New Garment of Compassion:
When I worked as a mental health nurse I'd often get asked the
same question, it was phrased differently by different people but
essentially it was something like...'when will I get back to the way I
was before?' I knew what they meant of course but, with sensitivity,
and in a way that emphasised the positive nature of the change, I felt
it was important to explain that going back to the way they were was
simply not possible. Their experience will have changed them, they
will have learned, grown, and inevitably moved from where they
were. It would not be possible for them to simply go back as if
nothing had happened. In a similar way, this experience of enforced
confinement will inevitably change us and there is no going back to
what we were before. We must reflect on what we've learned,
explore how we can live differently, and reprioritise what we do. The
following reflection by Sonya Renee Taylor says it wonderfully…

"We will not go back to normal. Normal never was. Our pre-corona
existence was not normal other than we normalized greed, inequity,
exhaustion, depletion, extraction, disconnection, confusion, rage,
hoarding, hate and lack. We should not long to return, my friends.
We are being given the opportunity to stitch a new garment. One that
fits all of humanity and nature."

When eventually this crisis passes, and we are tempted to 'get back
to normal' as quickly as possible, it will be time to stop and reflect on
what was so unhealthy about our 'pre-corona existence'. It will be
time for us to 'stitch together a new garment', one that envelops us in
a more thoughtful, compassionate, nurturing way of being, a way of
being based on love for each other, our communities and for all of
creation.
CRC 19.04.20
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We celebrate too the ‘Blitz spirit’, which bound most Britons
together and enabled them to withstand the ordeal of the bombing
and later the terrifying V-weapons.

The Devizes Eisteddfod
Director: Michael Johnson
www.devizes-eisteddfod.org.uk

Calling Young Writers!

The Devizes Eisteddfod is announcing a Spring Young Writer’s
Event to interest young people aged 18 and under to write a short
story. Entry is free.

Every victory in war, though, comes at terrible cost. I have referred
in particular to the tens of thousands of victims of Allied air raids
and to the millions of East European Germans forced in 1945 and
afterwards out of their ancestral homes. There are good arguments
here for pacifists who want to argue that war is always wrong. Yet
the Second World War also makes me wonder whether such
pacifism is perhaps too simple. It has been said that all that is
required for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing. If ever a
regime had to be stopped, that regime was surely Nazi Germany.
Its final defeat 75 years ago seems worth celebrating. So how
unfortunate it is that at present I can only urge you, in the words of
the government of 1939 to a nation at war, to Keep calm and

carry on.

David Evans

In association with Devizes Books, the writers of the first fifty stories
received will each receive a £10 book voucher to be redeemed at
Devizes Books on or before 30 November 2020.
Full details of how to enter the event may be found on the Eisteddfod
website: www.devizes-eisteddfod.org.uk.
All entries will automatically be entered into the Pre-Adjudicated
Classes in the 2020 Eisteddfod to take place next November. Stories
will be adjudicated and each entrant will receive an Eisteddfod
certificate. One entrant will be awarded the Young Writer’s Cup
presented at the Eisteddfod Festival Concert, scheduled in 2020 to
take place on Saturday, 28 November in the Devizes Town Hall
Assembly Room.
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The Devizes Eisteddfod
Director: Michael Johnson
www.devizes-eisteddfod.org.uk

A Festival of Music, Speech, Art, Literature, Drama & Dance November 2020 in Devizes
Google ‘Eisteddfod’ and in less time than it takes to say it, you will be
presented with a few options but right at the top of the list will be an
invitation to take a look at the web pages of Llangollen International
Eisteddfod 2020. Now in its 74th year this truly international music
festival, attracts choirs, singers, musicians and dancers from all over
the world together with performances by world renowned artists…….Google on and you may then come across an Eisteddfod
closer to home - the Devizes Eisteddfod!
Quite remarkably, the Devizes Eisteddfod is also celebrating its 74 th
year. Over five days in November 2020 more than 800 children up to
18 years of age will perform in any number of music disciplines, including all genres of dance; choirs will compete for the prestigious
title of ‘Choir of the Year’, while instrumentalists will showcase their
ability in classes for all age groups, performing on instruments as
wide ranging as the organ, piano, strings, woodwind and brass. In
addition there are classes for speech and drama while entries are also invited for handwriting, poetry, photography and art.
In all disciplines the Devizes Eisteddfod relies on school teachers,
peripatetic teachers and those who teach privately - and not just from
Devizes - to encourage their students to participate. Performers come
from all over Wiltshire – from Dorset and even further afield. Taking
part in any music festival provides the opportunity for young performers to grow in confidence, to grow in self-esteem and to develop their
performance techniques, while meeting other like-minded youngsters
along the way. Many have continued their interest in adulthood and
have become active in the theatre, or on the concert platform.
8
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Salisbury Cathedral Stain Glass Repairs
One of Salisbury Cathedral’s magnificent stained glass windows
has been restored, thanks to fundraising by its Friends association.
The money was raised at the Friends’ 2019 open gardens event
and matched by the sales of paintings and a book by Salisbury Florilegium Society.
A group of the Friends visited the cathedral’s glaziers’ workshop
earlier this year to learn about the restoration process.
The window, one of 12 by Clayton & Bell, was erected by ‘grateful
patients and friends’ in memory of William Martin Coates in 1886.
Senior conservator Sam Kelly said water had been pouring through
the window.
“When we put up the scaffolding, we discovered that the top was
hanging out and could have fallen out,” he said.
During the 16th century a huge amount of glazing and blacksmithing was being done and most of the bar work of the nave windows
was 16th century.
However, the bars above the 16th century ones were medieval and
this explained why water was pouring in: in medieval times handmade blacksmith’s nails would have been used and when these
fail, the bars that held the glass in place also fail, letting in water.
He explained that when a window is brought to the workshop, two
rubbings are made of it and all the details of the work to be done
are marked on the rubbings: the one on brown paper is the working
document and the one on white paper is kept forever to enable future glaziers to know what materials had been used.
“After this is done, we strip the old leadwork out and re-lead,” he
said.
“We take it apart and lay it out like a jigsaw. Everything has to fit to
the bar work.
“It is impurities that make bars rust, so the more it is worked, the
more impurities are worked out of the metal.
“Nowadays stainless steel is used – we cannot afford to have bars
blacksmith-made!
“Every light has at least a couple of bars on it to hold it totally in
place.”
The window was returned to the south nave aisle during March, just
before the cathedral was closed to visitors due to the coronavirus
pandemic.
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Eight hundred children taking part may seem a great number but with
the festival spread over five days and with performance classes for
all disciplines and for all ages, there is always the opportunity for
more children to participate. Performers benefit from constructive
comments from professional, specialist adjudicators who never fail to
provide positive, encouraging feedback.
The Devizes Eisteddfod is a charity, run wholly by volunteers. Financial support comes from six or seven ‘Corporate members’ (local
businesses) In addition, the Eisteddfod is encouraging a ‘Friends of
Devizes Eisteddfod’ group whose annual contribution is especially
welcome as it helps with the further development of the programmes.

Composer Simon May – perhaps best known for his ‘EastEnders’
signature tune - is the Eisteddfod’s Patron. It was Simon’s uncle, who
had the foresight and ambition to see young people develop their
performance skills, who started the Eisteddfod those 74 years ago.
More about how to support the Devizes Eisteddfod can be found on
the website www.devizes-eisteddfod.org.uk – and in the syllabus for
the November 2020 Eisteddfod which is available from Winkworth,
Estate Agents, 4/5 Market Place, Devizes. Teachers take note!
(The Eisteddfod will conform to Government advice during the COVID -19 pandemic)
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Thy Kingdom Come - May 21-31st
Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that invites
Christians around the world to pray from Ascension to Pentecost for more people to come to know Jesus.
Since its start in May 2016, just three and a half years ago,
God has grown Thy Kingdom Come from a dream of possibility into a movement. In 2019 Christians from 172 countries
took part in praying ‘Come Holy Spirit’, so that friends and
family, neighbours and colleagues might come to faith in Jesus Christ.
During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, it is hoped that
everyone who takes part will:
Deepen their own relationship with Jesus Christ
Pray for 5 friends or family to come to faith in Jesus

Pray for the empowerment of the Spirit that we would be
effective in our witness
After the very first Ascension Day the disciples gathered with
Mary, constantly devoting themselves to prayer while they
waited for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Like
them, our reliance on the gift of the Holy Spirit is total – on
our own we can do nothing.

Through the centuries Christians have gathered at that time
to pray for the coming of the Holy Spirit. ‘Thy Kingdom Come’
picks up this tradition. Over the past three and a half years
more and more worshipping communities have dedicated the
days between Ascension and Pentecost to pray ‘Come Holy
Spirit’.
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We are praying that the Spirit will inspire and equip us to
share the Good News of Jesus Christ with our friends and
families, our communities and networks. It has been amazing how many varied ways there have been in which people
from every tradition have taken up this challenge.
It is our prayer that those who have not yet heard the Good
News of Jesus Christ and his love for the world will hear it
for themselves, and respond and follow Him. Specifically,
we again invite each and every Christian across the country
to pray that God’s Spirit might work in the lives of 5 friends
who have not responded with their ‘Yes’ to God’s call.
Whether you have joined in ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ before or
not, we invite you to take part this year – along with churches from over 65 different denominations in 178 countries
around the world.

“In praying 'Thy Kingdom Come' we all commit to playing
our part in the renewal of the nations and the transformation
of communities."
Archbishop Justin Welby

"You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses …to the ends of the
earth. When he had said this…he was lifted up, and a cloud
took him out of their sight…Then they returned to Jerusalem
… and were constantly devoting themselves to prayer…
When the day of Pentecost had come they were all together
in one place... All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit...
and that day about three thousand persons were added."
11

Acts 1, 2

