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The Bishop of Ramsbury, Andrew Rumsey
Though the grass may wither
Autumn arrives and, with it, Creationtide - as our extended harvest
season is now known. The lawn’s still growing, though – a job I’ll miss
when things turn colder. For such a noisy task, I have always found
mowing the grass an ideal aid to reflection. This is partly because
doing so brings me close to my late father, with whom I shared
mowing duties at home. The smell of four-star slugging into an old
Mountfield, its snarling start-up (after several sweaty tugs on the recoil
cord) and a gardening jacket itched with clippings: these things
ground me, somehow.
Our years, we are reminded by the Psalmist, ‘fade away suddenly like
the grass. In the morning it is green and groweth up, but in the evening
it is cut down, dried up and withered’. I have read these lines – with
their evergreen hook, “the days of our age are threescore years and
ten” - at untold funerals over the years, placing the seasons of life into
the hands of our creator. And there is comfort indeed in knowing the
Lord’s great faithfulness in all things.

A simple task, close to the soil, is a great opportunity to pray. The
physical exercise keeps us just occupied enough to divert the usual
distractions, leaving the mind and heart free to ascend a little. Being
with God at such times – in quiet awareness of his company, or in
ordinary conversation - is a settling thing and I commend it to you,
while the weeks allow us still to be outside. Thus grounded, we shall
be able to face whatever the winter brings.
+Andrew Ramsbury
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Remembrance
This year we’ve been remembering the Battle of Britain, described
by Winston Churchill in August 1940 as ‘one of the decisive battles of the war… never in the field of human conflict was so much
owed by so many to so few.’ It was a dramatic turning point in the
history of the Second World War. The occasions for Remembrance this month will provide us times of gratitude for what was
achieved in the darkest moments of war.
However, this year we are very aware of our own struggles with
the worldwide Covid-19 pandemic. We face an unseen enemy,
but the effects on our lives and society are as almost as devastating as world war.
Remembering is not just about focusing on past events. It is also
about making present past events, as we give thanks for all that
took place. The Battle of Britain was fought by the Few and won in
the skies over the Channel. In our battle with the virus, we can call
to mind the victory of Jesus: ‘Remember Jesus Christ, raised from
the dead, descended from David.’ (2 Timothy 2:8). Jesus secured
the victory of death by His cross and resurrection, so that we don’t
need to fear death, but trust in His loving purposes for our lives.
‘They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old: Age shall not
weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun
and in the morning we will remember them.’

Book Review
Journey to Contentment: Pilgrimage Principles for
Everyday life
By Sally Welch, BRF, £8.99
Using the metaphor of pilgrimage, Sally Welch
explores how we can understand this biblical principle
and make it our own.
This book is divided into sections of a journey,
beginning with the preparations necessary before
setting out, exploring the obstacles which might be put
in our path and sharing ways in which the journey can
be made easier and more productive.
At the end of each reflection there is a suggestion for
an activity or prayer to enable the reader to apply the learning to their
own life.

………………………………………………………………………..
One True Light – Daily Advent Readings
from The Gospel of John
By Tim
Chester, The Good Book Company
/10ofThose, £4.24
We may be familiar with the baby in the manger, but
have you met the Word who was in the beginning with
God? Have you met the One True Light who is full of
grace and truth? Or the Cosmic Lord who won the right
for people to become Children of God? They are one and the same
person.
Join Tim Chester as he guides us through the opening verses of the
Gospel of John, and enjoy a Christmas infused with new meaning and
light.

4

17

Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you
understand. Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who
stretched a measuring line across it? On what were its footings set, or
who laid its cornerstone … The earth takes shape like clay under a
seal; its features stand out like those of a garment… Have you
journeyed to the springs of the sea or walked in the recesses of the
deep?
Job 38:4–7, 14, 16 (NIV)
These verses from the biblical book of Job focus on the Earth, from the top
of the highest mountains to the deepest valleys of the sea floor. Job used
to have a very comfortable life, but lost everything: health, children, and
much of his property. He can see no obvious reason for this terrible turn of
events, so he demands an answer from God, asking “What have I done to
you…? Why have you made me your target?”
There is no direct reply to Job’s question, but instead a long conversation
with his friends who assume (wrongly) that he must be being punished for
doing something very bad. When God finally speaks, He draws Job’s
attention to his surroundings. The sun, moon and stars, the immensity of
land and sea, the creatures that inhabit them, and the processes that
produce weather are a wonderful display of God’s creative power. God is
the origin and sustainer of all these things, and they are far beyond
anything humankind could produce, fully understand or imagine – even
today.
The things we do know about the processes described in Job can help us
appreciate how marvellous they are. Mountains are produced by the
movement of the Earth’s rocky crust over great periods of time. Erosion by
weathering or glaciers then grinds down those rocks to produce the mineral
component of soil.
Considering the wider perspective of creation can help restore our sense of
who we are, who God is, and where we fit into His purposes. God speaks
to Job in the midst of his suffering, lifting his eyes to the power and
creativity of his Maker. Only after this theology lesson are Job’s practical
needs addressed. What will life be like for us over the coming months? A
constant check on our own thinking – reminding ourselves of the bigger
picture of God’s plans and purposes – might be just what we need to help
us keep going.
By Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at The
Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge.
16

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

“Tom was shocked to
find he had grown a
beard!”
5

Chris Totney’s other interest…
His wife and family and music are Chris Totney’s favourite interests, but did
you know that football is another one. Like Prince William, Chris is an ardent
supporter of Aston Villa football club. He is proud of the fact that his team
has been First Division Champions seven times, the first was in 1893, and
also that the Villa has been F.A. Cup winners seven times.
Chris was born in Wordsley near Stourbridge which was in Worcestershire
but now West Midlands. The factory of Stuart Crystal was there and the
famous Redwood Cone still stands in the village.

Being holy ones, members of the Communion of Saints, is the calling
and the destiny of each one of us.
Though there is one thing that can stop you becoming a saint. That
is, not recognising that you are also a sinner.
Christopher Burdon

I was born in Brierley Hill (where the Royal Brierley Crystal factory once
stood) which is about two miles from Wordsley, and my wife, Brenda, was
born the same distance away in Wall Heath near Kingswinford. When we
first attended St John’s Church Chris detected our ‘Black Country’ accent,
and in the course of conversation we found out that he supports Aston Villa.
We were able to inform him that Brenda is a Wolverhampton Wanderers
supporter and me West Bromwich Albion.
There is a vineyard in Bobbington not far away from Wordsley called
Halfpenny Green Vineyards. There they have the labels for the bottles of
wine for local football teams – Aston Villa, Birmingham City, West Bromwich
Albion and Wolverhampton Wanderers. The labels also show the
achievements of each club. At the end of March 2020 at the Devizes
Chamber Choir Spring Concert I was going to present Chris with a bottle of
the Aston Villa wine, but Covid19 put paid to that.
So I invited Chris to receive his special bottle of
Aston Villa wine at the end of September at our
home in Newman Road.
Cheers Chris. Up the Villa!
Brian Batchelor.

6
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How do you become a Saint?
An immediate answer to that question might be that you need to (a)
be dead; (b) get the Pope’s say-so; and (c) perform heroic deeds –
like fasting for a year, or crossing continents to baptise thousands.
None of these is true. On All Saints’ Day, and throughout November, we celebrate ordinary people who are alive.
There are extraordinary heroes in the life of the Church, and their
lives can be inspiring – if also sometimes forbidding or entangled in
legend. They have been ‘canonised’; that is, placed in the ‘canon’
or list of saints and given their feast day in the Church’s calendar.
But All Saints’ Day is the feast day of all the saints, living or departed, remembered or forgotten.
When St Paul writes to or about ‘the saints’ (‘the holy ones’) he’s
referring to the baptised members of those little communities who
confessed that ‘Jesus is Lord’ and tried to follow him. If that’s so,
then we, with all our flaws and ordinariness, are also saints; holy
ones, sharing in the same baptism and the same meal as those
early Christians – and all others down the ages and around the
world.
‘Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and singing, Holy, holy, holy Lord …’ The Communion of
Saints is not some heavenly high table for those with gold medals.
It’s all of us. All who join in the song and take up the invitation to
join in the dance of the Holy Trinity.
So how do you become a saint? Not by a declaration from a Pope
or a synod. Not by extraordinary devotion, virtue or heroic deeds.
Not by any effort of your own. Saints are made by the Holy Spirit.
The holy God at work in us through our souls and our bodies, our
neighbours and our world, our hands and minds and imaginations;
releasing us from our self-centredness; binding us with and in God
and one another.
14

The Well on Wednesdays Celtic Meditative Style Service
St Peter’s, Poulshot. SN10 1SB
17.00 on the last Wednesday of the month.
In this time of global upheaval, come, rest, reconnect and be refreshed
at the calm and beautiful 13th Century church of St Peter’s, Poulshot.
The service lasts around 30 minutes and includes periods of silence,
engaging with scripture and listening to music.
The Well on Wednesday is there to help us all be refreshed and renewed through the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Psalm 46 v10 says ’Be still and know that I am God”

This time is set apart to allow those rivers of living water to well up inside us, to not only cleanse us, but to flow to others, in power
and love, that others too may drink of God’s life-giving stream.
•

Available to all denominations and the faith curious, in and around
the Devizes area.

•

No booking required.

•

Your contact details will be taken upon arrival.

•

Please wear a face covering.

•

For any queries about this service please contact the Wellsprings
Rectory on 01380 739064
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Always Hope!
A new Debt Counselling Centre for Devizes and its surrounding villages
Debt is not exclusive to people of a certain age or of a specific household
make-up. Uncontrollable circumstances mean that no one is immune to
finding themselves in financial hardship and Covid-19 has only added to the
problem. Often, those who fall into the sweeping tide of debt cannot swim
against the current on their own and are dragged under, struggling to cry
out for help. The stress can be so destructive. It affects family relationships,
health (both mental and physical), and can be very isolating.
Award-winning national charity, Christians Against Poverty (CAP) is seeking
to free thousands of families from poverty by debt counselling and
community groups, bringing hope in very difficult circumstances. Local
Christians have decided to partner with CAP to open the Devizes and
District Debt Centre, to serve the town and its surrounding villages. We are
passionate about seeing people released from debt and poverty. CAP is an
organisation that, at its core, cares for and listens to the people it helps,
walking alongside them as they make their journey out of debt. The
services provided are FREE and open to everyone. They are unique
because we visit clients in their own home (when safe to do so) and we
support them until they are debt free, however long it takes. We believe that
there is always hope – you don’t have to face financial poverty alone and no
debt has ever been so bad that it couldn’t be dealt with.
If you need help, please call CAP’s free phone number 0800 328
0006 and an appointment will be arranged for you. More information
can be found on the website capuk.org. If you would like to support
this venture, there are several ways you could help:
•
•
•
•
•

February of 2008 I had what I would now refer to as a mystical
experience or, perhaps more accurately, an awakening. It was an
awakening to the reality of God, to the knowledge that God exists,
that God is. The truth of it was inexplicable yet utterly compelling
and beautifully real. In some confusion and, it has to be said,
embarrassment, I felt the need to go to church and eventually found
my way to St John’s, and to Paul. In a bizarre coincidence, Paul
reintroduced me to someone I’d known at Roundway Hospital (Rev.
Geoffery Barton), and Geoffery, once he knew something of my
spiritual journey, introduced me to the Christian mystical and
contemplative tradition and Christian meditation. I’d found my
spiritual home.

Soon afterwards I joined the Monday evening ‘World Community for
Christian Meditation’ (WCCM) group that meets in the Quaker
meeting rooms. I now generally practice Christian meditation as
taught by the Benedictine monk John Main (whose work led to the
foundation of WCCM) and spend much of my time reading about the
Christian mystical and contemplative tradition. I also feel that we
have a great deal to learn from the contemplative traditions within
the other enduring religions of the world and I value their sacred
texts and writings.
As a ‘Licensed Lay Minister’ my intention is to develop a
contemplative ministry and to focus my ministry more fully on the
contemplative dimension. When circumstances allow, I hope to
develop a range of contemplative opportunities within our parish,
and I do hope that some of you will be inspired to journey with me.

Become a ‘befriender’ – get to know a client and walking alongside
them, occasionally ringing them or meeting for coffee
Act as a representative for St John’s, keeping our congregation in
contact with the work of the Devizes and District
Debt Centre
Assist with or lead the centre’s fundraising
Assist with publicity or social media
Provide financial support

Please contact Kate Morris for further details:
katemorris@capuk.org
8
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Chris Cox LLM – My Spiritual Journey
I was not brought up in the Church of England, or any other church for
that matter, or even in an overtly Christian household. In fact for much
of my life, with the odd unavoidable exception for the usual life events
(baptisms, marriages and funerals), you’d have had to drag me
kicking and screaming into a church!
My spiritual journey started, consciously at least, when I was about 15
or 16. Many of the musicians I was listening to at that age were
engaged in their own spiritual journeys and were expressing that
spiritual dimension within their music. This ignited my interest and I
began to explore the spiritual traditions, almost exclusively from the
East, that had inspired their work. This exploration opened me to the
religions of the East, especially Buddhism, Hinduism and Taoism.
The first serious practice I adopted was Zazen (Zen sitting meditation,
beginning with being mindful of your breathing) and I remember,
having left home at the age of 16, sitting cross-legged on the bed in
my digs (lodgings) desperately trying, and occasionally succeeding, to
assume a half lotus meditation posture…even then I couldn’t manage
the full lotus! However, the pain of trying to contort myself into this
position soon led me to appreciate the merits of a less arduous
meditation posture and that helped me to settle into a regular Zazen
practice.
In 1977, at the age of 19, I arrived in Devizes and started training at
Roundway Hospital. Although I continued with my Zazen practice, I
was increasingly drawn to Transcendental Meditation (TM), a mantra
based meditation method, and undertook an initial course with a local
teacher. For a while, in a rather eclectic fashion, I subsequently
practiced TM and Zazen, and other Buddhist meditation practices
learned from a course run by the Bristol based Amitabha Buddhist
Centre.

Silent meditation, predominantly a simple Zazen based breathing
meditation, became my primary spiritual practice throughout the
intervening years, during which time I continued to explore the eastern
religious traditions. I rejected any notion of exploring Christianity,
partly because I was always unable to accept the reality of God, and
partly because I thought I knew what it was…and I wanted no part of
it. So, I spent many years wavering between agnosticism, outright
atheism, and a somewhat fruitless search for a Godless spirituality.
Fast-forward to early 2008 and all of this was about to change. In
12

1 bed bungalow vacant at St Mary's Gardens Alms houses,
Devizes for a single occupant over the age of 60.
For more information and application form please contact
the clerk Portia Broomfield at portiabroomfield@gmail.com
or on 07529218809.
The closing date for applications is the 30th November
2020. Any received after this date will be held for future
vacancy.

Ride and Stride, September, 2020.
The administrator of Ride and Stride for Wiltshire has informed me
that the parish raised £855 through the efforts of our Riders and
Striders on September 12th. Between them Bob Walker, Chris Burdon,
Stephanie Williams and James Carey, and David and Carie Evans
visited over 60 churches. Together they raised more money than the
parish has ever done in the period covered by my records, which go
back to 1991.
£427 of the money raised will go into the parish’s funds. The rest, plus
Gift Aid, will help Wiltshire churches which seek help in paying for
repairs and necessary improvements. Such help will be especially
valuable this year, when so many normal fund-raising activities have
been disrupted.
I would like to congratulate our Riders and Striders and also to thank
everyone who sponsored them. I am also passing on congratulations
from Charles Graham, the Ride and Stride administrator, who thinks
that the event has raised about £40,000 in the county, rather less than
usual, but a worthy total in such a difficult year.
David Evans
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Briggs Lodge Residential and Nursing
Home – London Road, Devizes
Here at Briggs our team talk to so many home carers – sons and
daughters, husbands and wives who do an amazing job caring for
loved ones. We know that being a carer can be overwhelming, but in
these strange times of a global pandemic it can have an even bigger
strain on you emotionally, physically and financially.
While caring for a loved one has many rewards, it can leave you in
need of support yourself, especially right now as we face so many
restrictions in our day to day lives, with many traditional support networks significantly reduced.
We would like to share some of the information from our Sanctuary
Care guide to caring at home……….
Family care assessments
A carer’s assessment, conducted by your local council, can show the
impact caring has on your well-being. You don’t even need to be living with the person you are caring for. All you need to do is contact
your local authority and you may be entitled to support. This can include financial or practical help with things like gardening or housework, or your loved one may even be entitled to respite care somewhere like Briggs.

Enriching lives
Enriching lives is something we are passionate about at Briggs. We
believe adding something extra to someone’s day with a host of different activities can make the world of difference. Here are a few
ideas that you can try at home:
-Arts and crafts
-Explore nature
-Create a reminiscence box with photos and treasured items
-Chair exercises
-Gardening – create bird feeders and ‘grow your own’
-Pamper time painting nails
Another great source for ideas and inspiration is available if you visit
the NAPA (National Activity Providers Association) website http://
napa-activities.co.uk/membership/free-resources and scroll down to
‘For Family Carers’.
Hear from our residents’ loved ones…..
“Care and safety are for me the primary concern - if they are good,
then my mind is at rest and my family member will be happy and as
content as they can be in the home. Briggs achieves this with excellent staff and a listening approach.”
Independent Carehome.co.uk review, September 2020
*Nursing floor opening in late November*

Looking after yourself
Taking care of yourself is so important to enable you to carry on doing
such a fantastic job, especially with all the added pressure of caring
during a pandemic. We know it is harder to get out and meet people
in larger groups and to even go out for a meal or a coffee.

For a free copy of our Carer’s Guide, or to talk to someone at
Briggs, please speak to home manager Graham on 01380 711622
or email Graham.Oakes@sanctuary-housing.co.uk

Here are a few ideas to make sure you don’t neglect your own needs:
-Eat well
-Try to get enough sleep
-Get exercise and fresh air
-Take care of your back
-Share your highs and lows with others
-GP checks
10
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