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☺☺☺☺
'It came to the part in the Morning Service when the
visiting clergyman was to read the Banns of Marriage.
'I publish the Banns of Marriage between, between - - between'
He fumbled through the books on the shelf of the stall
when the church warden shouted from the back of the
church 'between the cushion and the seat, sir'. ☺☺☺☺
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Bible readings for November
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Wisd. 3.1-9
Rom. 12.5-16
Rom. 13.8-10
Rom. 14.7-12
Rom. 15.14-21
Rom. 16.3-9, 16, 22-end
Jonah 3.1-5,10
Wisd. 1.1-7
Wisd. 2.23-3.9
Wisd. 6.1-11
Philem. 7-20
Wisd. 13.1-19
Wisd. 18.14-16; 19.6-9
Dan. 12.1-3
1. Macc.1.10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-64
2 Macc. 6.18-end
2 Macc. 7.1, 20-31
1 Macc. 2.15-29
1 Macc. 4.36-37
1 Macc. 6.1-13
Dan. 7.9-10, 13-14
Dan. 1.1-6,8-20
Dan. 2.31-45
Dan. 5.1-6, 13-14, 16-17,23-28
Dan. 6.12-end
Dan. 7.2-14
Dan. 7.15-27
Jer. 33.14-16
Isa. 2.1-5
Isa. 52.7-10
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Book Review

Rector’s Letter

An Advent Book of Days
meeting the characters of Christmas
By Gregory Cameron, Canterbury Press, £9.99
An Advent Book of Days tells the stories of all the characters and

creatures that make up the Christmas story, with daily prayers
and reflections based on their experiences. Fully illustrated in
colour, this rich seasonal companion combines the Bible, history,
art and legend to explore the story of the incarnation.
For each day of Advent, we meet a character caught up in the
drama of the nativity, from the archangel Gabriel to the ox and
ass in the stable.

By the time you read this I will very likely be your new rector at St
John’s and St Mary’s. It goes without saying that I am really excited
to start, to begin getting to know you all and for us to make a new
beginning into a future full of possibility.
However, in the church’s year, it is next month that we really begin to
focus on new beginnings, with Advent and the expectation of the
Incarnation and New Birth.
November, on the other hand, is a time for reminiscing and
remembrance of that which has gone before. With Remembrance
and All Souls we share the sadness of human loss, both collective
and personal, while at the same time giving God thanks for those
amazing human qualities of self-sacrifice, of shared love, and of the
great gift of the uniqueness of each other which we share with each
other, and which we enjoy.
The idea of remembrance is, of course, central to how we engage
with our faith. At God’s holy table we re-member or re-construct the
drama of the Last Supper where we also summarise the story of
Jesus’s biography and our own redemption. The two things being
eternally intertwined in a living, present moment. It is a holy drama
that is both a remembering of a historical event and an offering to
God of a liturgical form for that divine reality to come alive and for us
to fully participate in it.
True remembrance is not simply a memory of shadows of the past.
It’s an act where we can share our love with loved ones who have
gone before, who continue to be with us through God’s Love, ever
present in Jesus Christ. And remembrance at the Eucharistic Feast
brings us into the Presence of the Risen Lord. Not a past event, not a
future hope, but a living transformative reality in the here and now.
Every blessing
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Jonathan

Tarrant’s Tasty Treats….
Bonfire bangers and barbecue bean casserole
Recipe
2 - 3 tbsp rapeseed oil
450 grams pork sausages
100 grams chorizo sausage, skinned and roughly chopped
4 onions, peeled and finely chopped
4 cloves garlic, peeled and finely diced
1 red pepper, trimmed, de seeded and cut into strips
2 x 400 gram tins of mixed beans in tomato sauce
4 tbsp barbecue sauce
Salt and pepper to taste
Method
Turn your slow cooker on to high.
Heat 1 tablespoon of rapeseed oil in a large frying
pan and add the sausages, cook them over a medium
heat until they are browned.
Drain and remove them from the pan and set to one side.
In the same frying pan, add more rapeseed oil and gently fry the
chorizo, onions and garlic together until just soft and the chorizo has just
started to release its oils.
Add the red pepper and cook for a further 4 to 5minuts, stirring all the
time.
Remove the mixture from the pan and spoon it into the slow cooker.
Put the mixed beans into a bowl and add the barbecue sauce and mix
well. Pour the barbecue beans into the slow cooker and mix them with
the onion mixture, season to taste.
Add the sausages by placing them on top.
Put the lid on the slow cooker and cook for 3 to 4 hours on high or 5 to
6 hours on medium.
If you have time, you can set the cooking time.
Serve with mashed potatoes and spiced red cabbage or seasonal greens.
Serves 6
4
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Services in November
Tuesd ay 2nd
All Souls

invites you to

6.30pm Holy Communion @ St Mary’s

Wednesd ay 3rd 7.00pm—I nstitution and I nduction
Service
Thursd ay 4th

1 0.00am Holy Communion

Sund ay 7th
The Third Sund ay before Adve nt
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
1 0.30am Parish Communion
Tuesd ay 9th

6.30pm Holy Communion @ St Mary’s

Thursd ay 11th
Armistice Day
1 0.00am Holy Communion
11.00am @ War M emorial

Sund ay 14th
Remembrance Sund ay
6.30pm Reflective Eucharist
Tuesd ay 16th 6.30pm Holy Communion @ St Mary’s
Thursd ay 18th—1 0.00am Holy Communion @ St Mary’s
Sund ay 21st
Christ the King

The Marchioness of Lansdowne
The Festive Food & Gift Fair 2021
In aid of The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust

At Bowood Hotel, Spa and Golf Resort, Calne, Wiltshire
Wednesday 1st December 4pm-8pm
Tickets £15 to include wine and canapes, in advance

Thursday 2nd December 10am-4pm
Tickets £5, in advance or on the door

For further information and advance tickets please visit:

www/bowood.org/bowood-hotel-resort and click on
‘What’s On’

1 0.30am Parish Communion

Tuesd ay 23rd
6.30pm Holy Communion @ St Mary’s
Thursd ay 25th 1 0.00am Holy Communion
Sund ay 28th
The First Sund ay of Adve nt 1 0.30am Parish Communion
Tuesd ay 30th
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During the pandemic and especially during the first lockdown, everyone looked
out for their neighbour, whether they knew them previously or not.
We all queued for long periods of time for food and supplies, but we chatted and
empathized with each other and generally passed the time of day with complete
strangers.
We did not hurry or rush, we took time to enjoy the world around us and to enjoy
our family’s company; whilst we took long walks and, if we were lucky enough to
have flour, baked bread and cakes which we shared not only with our family but
with our neighbours by leaving treats on their doorsteps.
We said “wow, this is what I want my life to be like; I want to remember the
important things, I want the important things to be people, feelings,
memories and hope”
BUT…
We have returned to the “old ways”; we rush, we criticize, we ignore each-other
and we do not take the time for each other.
We mutter and mumble should we have to queue for anything for even the
shortest time.
We do not chatter and linger.
We have returned to the “every man for himself” attitude that we said we did not
want.
We have again lost our community spirit.
We have lost our kindness….

6

Down

2 ‘We have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by —
hands’ (2 Corinthians 5:1) (5)
3 Uncommon excellence (Proverbs 20:15) (4)
4 ‘You have exalted my horn like that of a wild ox; fine — have been poured upon
me’ (Psalm 92:10) (4)
5 — Homo (‘Behold the Man’) (4)
6 ‘He has given proof of this to all men by — him from the dead’ (Acts 17:31) (7)
7 ‘Our — is in heaven’ (Philippians 3:20) (11)
8 ‘This is a day you are to — ’ (Exodus 12:14) (11)
12 Assault (Psalm 17:9) (6)
14 ‘Jesus found a young donkey and — upon it’ (John 12:14) (3)
15 Liverpool dialect (6)
19 ‘Remember the — day by keeping it holy’ (Exodus 20:8) (7)
20 Nineteenth-century German physicist after whom the unit of electrical
resistance is named (3)
24 Nazirites were not allowed to eat this part of a grape (Numbers 6:4) (5)
25 ‘If anyone would come after me, he must — himself and take up his cross and
follow me’ (Mark 8:34) (4)
26 Evil Roman emperor from AD54 to 68, responsible for condemning hundreds
of Christians to cruel deaths (4)
27 See 18 Across

ACROSS: 1, Charioteers. 9, Immoral. 10, Cairo. 11, SAE. 13, Inns. 16, Firm. 17, Accuse. 18, East. 20, Ogam.
21, Judith. 22, Seba. 23, Msgr. 25, Den. 28, Inane. 29, Entreat. 30, Chrysoprase.

Why is everyone so negative, where has all the positivity gone? …

22 A great-grandson of Noah (Genesis 10:7) (4)
23 Title accorded to certain Roman Catholic clerics (abbrev.) (4)
25 ‘My house will be a house of prayer; but you have made it a — of
robbers’ (Luke 19:46) (3)
28 Annie (anag.) (5)
29 Plead with (Zechariah 7:2) (7)
30 Tenth foundation of the new Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (11)

DOWN: 2, Human. 3, Rare. 4, Oils. 5, Ecce. 6, Raising. 7, Citizenship. 8, Commemorate. 12, Assail. 14, Sat.
15, Scouse. 19, Sabbath. 20, Ohm. 24, Seeds. 25, Deny. 26, Nero. 27, Star.

Where has all the kindness gone ?...
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Kindness is a very important thing to me, just a kind word can set me up for the
whole week, just a thank you or even just a genuine smile can keep me going for
days, but this is a fragile feeling as a scowl or a jibe or an unjust criticism can
last forever.
We are very quick to point out someone’s failings, but we are very slow to praise
each other.
Even if it is “someone’s job” to do the action required a little praise can lift their
heart and warm their soul.
We need to appreciate each and everyone we meet, even if it appears difficult;
we do not have to agree with everyone, we do not have to, perhaps even, like
everyone but it costs us nothing to be kind to everyone.
We do not know what other people are going through but we should know that a
little kindness cannot make anything worse, it can only make life better for them
and indeed for us.

Across
1 In David’s battle with the Arameans, 700 of these were killed (2 Samuel 10:18)
(11)
9 ‘No — , impure or greedy person has any inheritance in the kingdom of
God’ (Ephesians 5:5) (7)
10 City on the banks of the River Nile (5)
11 Stamped addressed envelope (1,1,1)
13 Taverns (4)
16 ‘Be on your guard; stand — in the faith’ (1 Corinthians 16:13) (4)
17 ‘He will not always — , nor will he harbour his anger for ever’ (Psalm 103:9)
(6)
18 and 27 Down Where the magi came from and what guided them (Matthew
2:1–2) (4,4)
20 Ancient Celtic alphabet of 20 characters (4)
21
She married Esau when he was 40 years old (Genesis 26:34) (6)
14

7

Time to Have a Luke?
From this Advent, the Gospel we shall be hearing most Sundays for the next
twelve months will be that of St Luke. With its second volume the Acts of the
Apostles, Luke makes up a quarter of our New Testament. And its influence
on the Church and western culture is at least proportionate to that. If those
two books had been lost, then how much too would be lost from poetry, art
and story-telling, from the Christian liturgy and calendar.
For instance, the feasts of Ascension and Pentecost, Annunciation and
Candlemas would be unknown, and Christmas would barely have any story.
The great biblical poems sung daily in the Church’s prayer – Benedictus,
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis – would be lost. And we would never hear
many of Jesus’ most famous parables, like the Good Samaritan and the
Prodigal Son, or stories of him like his finding in the Temple and the walk to
Emmaus.
Compared with the wild, mysterious Mark, the didactic Matthew, the
mystical John and the esoteric Gnostic versions, Luke’s seems the most
human Gospel; perhaps the most ‘secular’. There is more incident, more
sharpness of characterization, more interest in culture and politics, more
place for women, much about meals and money.
There is a horizontal sense in Luke - literally so, for Matthew’s ‘sermon on the
mount’ becomes a ‘sermon on the plain’. More than in other gospels Jesus
is seen as a martyr or hero or human example and as a man of prayer. So
the great Christian poet Dante described Luke as ‘scribe of the gentleness
of Christ’.

There is to be a Service of Thanksgiving
in St John’s on
Saturday 6th November at 2pm
or our dear friend John Stott.

All are welcome.
There are to be refreshments afterwards in The Town Hall
please could you let Catherine in The Parish Office know if you are
planning to come so that she can advise the caterers of numbers.

On the other hand, there’s plenty of fierceness … Look at the stories of the
would-be followers of Jesus (9:57-62); or at the mission of the 70, the woes,
and Satan falling like lightning (10:1-20); or at the sayings about bringing fire
and division and judgement (12:49-59). And are these two books so
‘secular’? There’s a great deal about angels and Satan and the Spirit; there
are some of the most astounding miracles in the Bible, like the raising at Nain
(Luke 7:11-17) or the fate of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11).
Who was the author of these amazing two volumes? Traditionally he’s
identified as ‘Luke the beloved physician’ mentioned elsewhere as a
companion of Paul, though there’s no internal evidence for this. The
preface addressed to one Theophilus presents the writer as an historian
offering an ‘orderly account’ of events (1:1-4). He was also depicted in the
early Church as a painter. Certainly whoever he (or she?) was we have
somebody brilliant at painting with words. Luke is one of the greatest storytellers in world literature.
8
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The Poppy
Nature created a flower
With petals of brilliant red
Who’d have thought such a beautiful flower
Would be used to remember the dead
For when all the guns have stopped firing
And there’s only the mud and the rain
God sends down his little red flowers
To cover the lads who remain

So remember every November
When we hold our Remembrance Day
Of the lads who lay neath the poppies
And the price they had to pay

The historical bounds of the story are broad – going right back to Adam
(3:38) and right on to Paul in Rome. Its cultural setting too is broad – opening
in the pious Jewish setting of temple and priests and ending with a
travelogue across the Empire. But the geographical and symbolic centre is
Jerusalem, where the first volume ends and the second opens. To
Jerusalem the child and then the teacher Jesus travels. In Jerusalem he is
crucified and exalted, and his followers transformed by the Spirit. And from
Jerusalem good news begins to spread to all nations (see Luke 24:45-49).
Within this broad narrative are the numerous vivid small-scale stories at
which Luke is so brilliant. Many are copied or adapted from Mark or
Matthew. But many are peculiar to Luke – like those of Zacchaeus, of the
rich man and Lazarus, of Mary and Martha, not to mention those in the Acts
of the Apostles like Peter’s escape from prison or Paul’s visit to Athens.
Luke and Acts tell a story of breaking boundaries. The controversial spread
of the gospel to the gentiles which dominates the second volume is already
foreshadowed from the beginning of the first: Simeon celebrates the birth of
‘a light to lighten the nations’, and Jesus’ opening sermon at Nazareth
proclaims good news spreading far beyond Israel (4:16-30). But the
boundaries are not just Jew/gentile ones. Those between clean and
unclean and between righteous and sinner are also destabilised by the
teaching and actions of Jesus. So to a lesser extent are those between
male and female and between rich and poor.
Luke’s story breaks out of scripture, as it breaks the bounds of Mark’s gospel
and of Jewish religion – stretching before and beyond, and weaving other
stories within. And now that church history has gone on for nearly two
millennia, is Luke’s style an invitation to re-tell and extend the story of Jesus
and the Church in our own way, taking our history and culture as seriously
and also as creatively as Luke took his? He speaks much of ‘today’ and
‘daily’ (e.g. Luke 2:29; 4:21; 9:23). For ‘today’, in the midst of empire and
culture and economics, is where ‘the Way’ is to be followed.
Before Advent begins on 29 November, why not try to read the whole of St
Luke’s Gospel at home – being prepared to be entertained, informed,
puzzled and challenged? And then, in the year that follows, can we let
those stories and the great Story of Jesus cascade on today’s Church to
surprise and convert us, week by week?
Christopher Burdon
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Our Sarsen Stone
The sarsen stone to mark our Millennium Yew was set in place in
November 2001 - exactly twenty years ago. It has weathered well.
Sadly, the yew did not. It fell victim to strimming, never to provide the
“deep spreading shade” imagined by the PCC. Fortunately, the stone
remains, as it should for many years.
The following is adapted from an article that I wrote for the Parish
Magazine in early 2002. The picture shows Churchwarden Jim Hurst,
letter carver Caroline Webb, and the Rector John Record by the newly-placed stone and with the yew, about a foot tall, in the wooden
‘cage’ behind them.
Jerry King

Selection of suitable wording also provided the PCC with some
thought. The clearer the explanation, the greater the cost. Some
liked the simplicity of ‘MM’ alone: obviously representing 2000. Or
might it mean something else by the year 3000? Finally, the need
for indication of the specific purpose and the anniversary was met
with “The Year of our Lord MM”.
Frustratingly, access difficulties over clay tracks on the Downs in
winter were compounded by Foot and Mouth restrictions and then
by a maternity break for Caroline. Eventually last summer two
stones were wrested from where they had lain since perhaps they
were cleared from the fields by the inhabitants of Shaw. One was
chosen and carved by Caroline and finally lowered into place in the
Churchyard in November. It already looks like it’s been there for
ages. Take a look and visualize our sarsen in the deep spreading
shade of that yew.

The Marker of St John’s Millennium Yew Tree

In March 2000, our tiny sapling Millennium Yew was planted near the
southwest corner of St John’s. It was a strike from a 4000-year-old
tree. Given its origin, and in turn its own potential longevity, the PCC
decided that it should be marked so that its purpose would be apparent far into the future.
An engraved stone seemed the most promising, and various ideas for
shapes, sizes and stone types were considered. Any lettering should
be by a competent letter carver and not by a mechanical system.
Such carving would not come cheaply, and neither would suitable
stone.

I forget who first pointed out that the local sarsen stones were evidently long-lasting, plentiful, and perhaps even free! Elizabeth or
Laurence Ellis had a friend with land where the Wansdyke carves
through the Downs above Lockeridge, close to the Medieval Village of
Shaw. Of the many sarsens in the hedgerows, few had a smooth surface to take lettering, but Caroline Webb, a letter carver of considerable repute from All Cannings, chose a couple with possibilities.
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