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If you would like to read this magazine electronically, please
go to this page on our website:
http://www.stjohnwithstmary.org.uk/about-us/church-life/
overview-of-church-life
and follow the link.

2

14

Luke 7.1-11/
1 Cor. 11.17-26,33

15

Luke 7.11-17/
1 Cor. 2.12-14, 27-end

16

Luke 7.31-35/
1 Cor. 12.31b-end of 13

29* Gen. 28.10-17/
Rev. 12.7-12
John 1.47-end
Rev. 12.7-12
Heb. 1.5-end
John 1.47-end
30
19

Job. 9.1-12, 14-16
Luke 9.57-end
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From the Sudans Emergency Appeal
Thank you.
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145.10-17
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5.5-9a
45.11-end
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100
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90.1-2,12-end
17.1-11
88.1-6,14-16

With cheques and donations, as well as your generous giving via our
JustGiving page, we have reached £50,000.
At the start of July, the Bishop of Salisbury launched an Emergency
Appeal for the Sudans, saying:
“I hope and pray we will be generous. Whatever you can give will be an
encouragement and a source of hope as well as a practical help in the
present crisis."
And the response has been amazing. We have not only reached our target
of £50,000 - we will exceed it.
Bishop Nicholas said:
“Thank you to everyone for such a heartening response. It is generous,
outward looking and caring. I have spoken to both the Archbishops of
Khartoum and Juba in the last week and they are deeply thankful for the
support of this appeal.”
While Covid-19 is causing significant problems here in the UK, in Sudan and
South Sudan a lethal combination of starvation in the North and a lack of
basic sanitation in the South has exacerbated the threat.
“They would rather die of Covid-19 than hunger” was the distressing plea
delivered by Archbishop Ezekiel Kondo in Khartoum, a plea which triggered
the Appeal.
The funds, which were raised through a combination of a JustGiving site,
individual donations and fundraising by parishes, will be divided equally
between the Churches in Sudan and South Sudan.
They will be used to provide food for Sudan, where a quarter of the
Sudanese population is severely food-insecure. This proportion, the highest
ever recorded, is being blamed on the ongoing economic and political crises
which have been exacerbated by the impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic.
They will also provide life-saving sanitisers and basic hand washing facilities
for South Sudan, where poor sanitation in the refugee camps means
coronavirus is able to spread freely among a weakened population.
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International agencies say that more than 9.6 million people in the Sudans
are in need of urgent assistance.
Chair of the Diocese of Salisbury's Sudans Link Committee Canon Ian
Woodward said:
“Our 48 year partnership of the Diocese of Salisbury with the Churches in
Sudan and South Sudan is at the heart of the life of our Diocese and the
generosity of our congregations and supporters will help change peoples’
lives in these very troubling times - thank you.”

Book Review

Tumbling Sky – Psalm Devotions for Weary Souls
By Matt Searles, 10Publishing, £3.99
Gentle and wise, this devotional is balm for bruised
souls. It will comfort and enable you to see the
love of God afresh.
Honest and wholly Christ-centred, these Psalm
devotions shine the light of God's truth and grace
into some of the darkest corners of our emotions.
They help us to see the joy we can have even in
the midst of pain, giving rich comfort, refreshment
and hope to the
suffering believer.
………………………………………….……………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………

Fran Stott would like to say:
“how very grateful I am for the amazing
support I’ve received from Devizes friends in
the past very difficult weeks”
And that her new address is: 29 School Road, East Molesey,
Surrey. KT8 0DN. No landline yet,
but mobile is as ever, 07989958417

4

Exiles on Mission: How Christians Can Thrive in a PostChristian World
By Paul Williams, Bible Society, £13.99
What does faithful Christian witness look like in a postChristian culture?
Paul Williams, the CEO of Bible Society, explores the
experience of living as Christians in the 21st century,
including the dissonance with culture that is often felt. He calls for a truly
missional understanding of post-Christendom Christianity, and invites us to
reimagine local churches as embassies of the kingdom of God and Christians
as ambassadors in all spheres of life and work.
Williams encourages readers to embrace the language of exile for the scattered
and gathered church in the post-Christian West. He helps
Christians make sense of the world in which they live, and
more authentically
integrate their faith with everyday life.
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The Diocese of Salisbury are delighted to announce the
appointment of the Revd Canon Jonathan Triffitt to the post of
Director of Mission and Ministry/ Deputy Diocesan Secretary.
Jonathan, who has been serving as Rector of Blandford Forum and
Langton Long, will lead a team to support and serve resource local
churches in 3 key areas: discipleship, leadership and community
transformation.
In response to his appointment, Jonathan said:
"I am delighted and humbled to be invited to serve the Diocese in this role
at such an important and significant time for the Church and wider society.
Having served most of my ministry as a Parish Priest, I passionately
believe in the potential of the local church to be an agent of change for the
glory of God. I am also aware of the challenges she faces and the
uncertainties about the future.”
"Through working collaboratively with key leaders (lay and ordained) and
with other partners, we have before us a genuine opportunity to work
together in new and creative ways, enabling the local church to grow in
confidence and to fulfil her vision within her local context and I’m very much
looking forward to being part of this journey."
Jonathan brings a wealth of experience from 14 years of working in the
Diocese. His parish roles have been in Sherborne, Devizes (Southbroom
St James’) and currently as Rector of Blandford Forum and Langton Long.
As a former Rural Dean, Chair of the House of Clergy and Chair of the
Children and Young People Committee, he has a deep experience and
understanding of the current ways of working in the diocese and the
potential for parishes, schools and staff to work together as we develop
beyond the present and respond to our fast changing context.
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Ride and Stride, September 12th, 2020.
Last month I explained why the funds raised by the annual
Ride and Stride will be especially important this year in
helping to fund repairs to local churches. The event will go
ahead on Saturday September 12th.
Please be generous in your support for Riders and Striders
of our parish. They will certainly include me and I hope that I
can persuade a couple of others to participate.
How to sponsor Riders and Striders.
There will be a box or boxes at the west door of the Church
on Sundays 30th August, September 6th and September
13th. Please post through the slit an envelope with a note of
your name, your address and phone number, and the
amount you wish to donate. (You may wish to include your
donation in the form of cash or cheque—but this step can
be postponed till after the event.)
It is also fine to notify David Evans at 01380 721527 of your
intentions instead. (Or you can arrange matters with any
other participant.)
David Evans

5

‘Aquadeacon’

News of our Rector

Paul has been offered and accepted the post of House for Duty Associate
Vicar in the Shrivenham and Ashbury benefice in the Oxford Diocese. His
retirement from Devizes will take effect from the end of October, so all being
well, we hope to see him back with us in September before he leaves the
parish.
Please keep Paul and Katriona in your prayers as they prepare for their
move to their new parish in the Vale of the White Horse.

– what’s that then?

The current diocesan communications advisor nicknamed me
‘aquadeacon’ because I swim most days. I enjoy swimming because
I find it much easier to move in water than on land due to congenital
hip problems and back problems, which mean I had a bad limp
(before my hip replacement last year) and progressive arthritis.
A few years ago I noticed that the charity Aspire was looking for people to raise money by taking on swimming challenges. Aspire is a
national charity, based at the Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital,
that provides practical help, supporting people with spinal cord injury
to help them live full, independent lives. My history of chronic pain
and multiple operations has given me a particular affinity for anyone
struggling with pain and disability so Aspire seemed the obvious
charity for me to raise money for.
I swam the Aspire Channel Challenge (22 miles over twelve weeks)
in 2016, 2017 and 2019 but for 2020 I wanted to try something different so I’m swimming 6.5 km along the River Arun in Sussex on Sunday 20th September – that’s nearly four times my longest swim in
2019. My training began in earnest in February with a week’s intensive coaching in Lanzarote. It went on hold during the Coronavirus
lockdown from March to May then got going again when Lake 86 in
the Cotswold Water Park opened. I swim there three times a week
and I am currently swimming 4.2 km per session. Devizes Leisure
Centre re-opened on 10th August so I’m also swimming in the pool
three times per week.
It’s hard going but I’m determined to make the distance and to raise
as much money for Aspire as possible. To cheer me on and to support Aspire, please sponsor me if you can:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sue-groom3
Thank you very much!
Ven Dr Sue Groom, Archdeacon of Wilts
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St John’s and Me…. Catherine Brown
I have been associated with St Johns since 1986 when I contacted The
Rector, The Revd Canon Christopher Bryant, to discuss the possibility of
having our Wedding held in the church; he suggested we attended Sunday
worship in St Johns (I had been attending St Andrew’s as my Father was a
Methodist) and also Marriage Preparation with him.
We subsequently decided we wished to be Confirmed and we attended
classes with Christopher, we were both confirmed in St Johns on Palm
Sunday 1988, two weeks before our Wedding.
I studied for My Bishop’s Certificate with Christopher and Lois Cater in
1995.
We were married in St Johns in 1988 by Christopher, and have had our
four children baptised here also; Jessica in 1996 by Christopher, and Paul
in 1998 and Alfred in 2006 both by The Revd Canon John Record, and
then Harvey in 2008, by The Revd Canon Paul Richardson. Our eldest two
children were confirmed in St John’s in 2008, and our two younger boys
have taken their first Holy Communion here also, in 2014 and 2016.
Both my parent’s funerals have been held here also, my father in 1999 and
my mother in 2017.
I started teaching Sunday School here in 1987 and have been involved in
the Children’s Church in its many guises ever since.
My Daughter; Jessica, has sung with the St John’s Church Choir since
2005 and she has attained her Deans, Bishops and St Ceclia (GOLD)
awards.
My eldest Son: Paul, sang with the choir for four years until his voice began
to break and then took up Bell Ringing and achieved
several awards in this field before leaving for University.
I became The Rector’s Secretary for The Revd Canon John
Record in 1998 and continued in that role until 2003.

Prayer Request Box for the Public
A “prayer request box” has been installed so people can ask for prayers
while the church remains open only for services due to the coronavirus
pandemic.
The letter box is in place on the South Side of St John’s with pen and
paper attached for members of the public to ask for things to be prayed
for during the Wednesday morning service in the church.
The Ven Sue Groom, Archdeacon of Wilts, who is covering services
during August, said:
“The pandemic has been a time when many people have felt a greater
need to pray and be prayed for. At the same time, our need to keep the
church Covid-19 safe means that currently the building is only open for
two services a week, rather than being open for people to pray in every
day as would normally be the case.
“People can ask for prayers for themselves, for others, or for things that
are happening in the world and be assured that they will be brought
before God at our midweek service of Morning Prayer each Wednesday,
morning, at 8.30 a.m. Everyone is welcome to attend, but please wear a
face covering, and like most other public spaces we will need to take
contact details in case we need to assist public health officials with
contact tracing. While the current situation prevails, this will be our
second weekly service along with our main Sunday morning service at
10.30 a.m.”
Gerry Lynch, our curate at St John’s added:
“People have been praying in St John’s for nearly 900 years.
These prayer request boxes have proved popular at other churches
and we thought it would be good to make such a facility available to
people in Devizes. It is a
privilege to be able to bring
people’s needs before God
in prayer during what is a
trying time for all of us.”

I am an LPA here in the Parish having undertaken training
with John Record.
I am now The Parish Administrator for St John’s and
St Mary’s a role I have been in since 2011.
We also celebrated our Silver Wedding Anniversary here in
2013, with a blessing from Paul during the Parish Communion, and we
followed the service with a glass of Fizz and Canapes for our family, our
Friends and the Congregation.
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Have you ever wondered what happens to the
Greetings Cards you leave in church…..
£40,000 raised over 16 years
David Callard says: "My wife Katharine and I have been
running a little 'cottage industry' since we retired to
Salisbury. We recycle greetings cards in aid of that very
deserving cause - the Sudan Medical Link. Many people
give us their old cards and a number of churches collect
cards for us. We are particularly pleased to say that during
lockdown we have reached a total of £40,000 since we
began work 16 years ago. We are so thankful to all who
have helped us out in so many kind and helpful ways."

Bento of Ashes
I hunted for a trace of you all day,
Lost amidst the ruins of your school;
On Thursday’s summer, you had been at play
When nuclear winter burned your life away.
My clock was frozen: all the world stood still
Apart from the thunderous din, the molten bloom;
We watched in stupor, drained of thought and will,
As though some angel’s power had stolen time...
Your time, my hope and joy;
How could God be so bold,
To leave me nothing but uncounted ash
Amidst the twisted tentacles left, curled,
The crooked, lifeless remnants of this world.
It shames me: seeing your name gave me joy,
As though your characters upon a bento tin
Could pass for the recovery of life;
That somehow from the carbon dust within
Would be reborn the Wednesday of your days,
Before the bomb, when Nagasaki gazed
Unwounded, bustling, out into the haze...
And breakers sparkled all across the bay
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A relic from the bombing of Nagasaki,

Services in September

Thursday, August 9th, 1945.
August 9th was the 75th anniversary of the bombing of the port city of
Nagasaki.
One of the most harrowing personal tragedies recorded in the
museum there concerns a little girl who was at her primary school
near ground zero when the bomb fell. Later her distraught father
searched among the rubble for some trace of his daughter. All he
could find was her lunch box (her bento tin) with its carbonised
contents and his daughter’s name still legible upon it.
The box is on display in the museum at Nagasaki and this reminder of
the little girl who took it to school on the fateful day recently inspired
an English visitor to write the poem below. The poet imagines himself
as the grief-stricken father and he seems to me to catch the
unbearable pathos of the situation.
David Evans

2 Wednesday

8.30am

Morning Prayer

6 Sunday

The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
10.30am
Parish Communion

9 Wednesday

8.30am

13 Sunday

The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity
10.30am
Parish Communion

16 Wednesday

8.30am

20 Sunday

The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
10.30am
Parish Communion

23 Wednesday

8.30am

27 Sunday

The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity
10.30am
Parish Communion

30 Wednesday

8.30am

Morning Prayer

Morning Prayer

Morning Prayer

Morning Prayer

Please remember to book in for Sunday services
by telephone: 07808987755
or email: admin@stjohnwithstmary.org.uk
By 5pm on the previous Friday.
Masks must be worn and you will be asked to sanitize your hands on entry
and exit.

Origami Cranes to symbolise Peace are sent to Hiroshima and
Nagasaki every year from around the world
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Dear Old Johnny Walter
Here comes Johnny Walter, the old geezer on the bike
When he waves and says “Hello” there’s not much not to like
He is kind and he is funny, and he’s full of Wiltshire wit
He remembers everybody’s name and gets about a bit
For a man of nearly eighty his humour is quite dry
Never underestimate the twinkle in his eye
A Moonraker, a character, an ancient Briton, he
Who reckons that his ancestors lived in Avebury
A child of New Park Street, who heard and smelled and saw
The weary trains of soldiers marching homewards from the war
Who, when he was a teenager, learned how to spin a spool
And hung out at The Palace, and was far too cool for school
Imagine all the movies that he showed throughout the years
How he moved an auditorium to laughter, shock and tears
Fifty years of pictures, all those newsreels and Bond
Folk walking home from Psycho, getting spooked out by the pond
Folk snogging in the back row, swapping hormones, spit and smoke
The porn, the pot, the popcorn, and the icecream, and the coke
Johnny hung out with the Mods and took a scooter trip to France
And liked to watch the ladies, with a beer, at a dance
Until he married Margaret (it was as his father said
“If you take her to the bedroom, you will end up in the bed”)
Johnny didn’t mind at all when she with child fell
First came little baby Michael, and then Carolyn as well
And the cottage, out in Cheverell, where flowed a little stream
Happy years of family, a rural rosy dream
Until the day that Margaret was taken far too soon
Leaving Johnny on his own, to marvel at the chilly moon
He kept calm, and carried on, ‘cos he’s a solid sort of guy
Kids to bring up, work to do and not much time to cry
But to this day he misses her, puts flowers on her grave
One could call him stoical, or practical, or brave
Yet in his quiet moments, sometimes, silent tears fall
Better to have loved, he thinks, than not have loved at all
Kept calm and carried on, and bore his lot with love and grace
Always greeting friends with a bright smile on his face
He stirred the jam at Easterton, rang all the village bells
He filled the air with music and with sweetened fruity smells
He’s still batty in a belfry, still a jammy sort of cove
You’ll see him with his faithful dog, with whom he likes to rove
You might think he’s a boy racer, in his go fast stripey car
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He knows who’s who, and who does what,
and where wild flowers are
He has grandchildren, great grandchildren, a garden, and some fish
He has the sort of life for which most decent folk would wish
He is full of Wiltshire wisdom, in a quiet sort of way
You’ll see him thinking carefully about what he should say
When he meets you in the street, and doffs his syrup and his hat
And asks after your family, your garden, and your cat
He has some little sayings, gleaned from years of Wiltshire lore
But doesn’t always understand what certain words are for
He can sometimes drop a clanger, with no malice or intent
And once he even asked me what ‘bisexual’ meant
“We’re all different” he says, “it just don’t do to be the same
Tubs should rest on their own bottoms, for the best chance at the
game”
He is a loyal friend to many, and a much beloved Dad
Just the kindest lovely man that Wiltshire ever had
It’s true that good things come in some unusual disguises
Like dear old Johnny Walter, gentle spirit of Devizes
© Gail Foster 2016

An old poem but a new picture of John Walter who is still
“getting about” with his dog Annie
—Devizes’ very own Andy Capp !!
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