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Hello everyone
I’m really looking forward to meeting you all and sharing the next
phase of the adventure that is St John and St Mary Devizes.
It has been suggested that I let you know a little bit about myself
… so here goes.

Devizes Autumn Fair 2021
Tuesday 5th October
10am – 4.30pm
THE CORN EXCHANGE
MARKET SQUARE,
DEVIZES

Tickets £4 on the door
In aid of The Wiltshire Bobby Van
Trust, Dorothy House Hospice Care,
Prospect Hospice & Salisbury Hospice
Sponsored by: Gaiger Bros
For more details go to:
www.devizesautumnfair.org.uk
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I was priested in 2004 after training on the Northern Ordination
Course whose principal at the time was Canon Chris Burdon whom
many of you will know. For many years I juggled two jobs, one as
a priest in the church and the other as an Osteopath. For over 30
years I had my own osteopathic practice (later taking on a couple
of associates) and I also taught on the osteopathic degree
programme at Oxford Brookes University. I had a period focusing
on paediatrics at the Osteopathic Centre for Children in London
and then my final 10 years of this work included Equine
Osteopathy and traveling all around the Derbyshire area treating
horse and rider.
My connection with people seeking ‘complementary medicine’
means I have an understanding of alternative cultures and I would
like to look at missional opportunities to link up with those people
seeking, in their own way, for a connection with the divine and to
bring the Gospel into the conversation. Spirituality and Healing
have always been keynotes of my activities.
Sadly my wife passed away at the end of 2019 after protracted ill
health. But before that we kept 3 horses (we trained in natural
horsemanship) and we also did short term fostering for children
which included new borns to teenagers. My wife Lynda was a
Biographical Counsellor and went on to specialize in counselling
bereaved children. So when living in the rectory we always had
some interesting children staying with us!
My churchmanship has two sides to it (at least!). The Eucharist is
the focal point for me and I think this is expressed most sublimely
in good traditional, choral, Anglican worship. I am delighted that
your churches have such a strong musical tradition and am very
much looking forward to working with the Director of Music to
create the best that we can for our important civic church.
The other side of my churchmanship is much more open to
experiment.
3

Being fully rooted in our traditional worship we can then be free
to be fully creative, playful and fearlessly experimental in other
services, especially with those on the margins.
I firmly believe that a church community cannot function
authentically unless it is rooted in prayer. I was really pleased to
hear that there are those amongst you keen to develop as a
contemplative community. There is lots we can talk about
together regarding taking this forward.
For recreation and relaxation I have eclectic tastes in music :
funk, punk, contemporary, (some) country and classical. I also
enjoy poetry (written and performance), theatre, dance and
anything creative. You can probably gather from this that I am
very excited at the plans for how we can move St Mary’s forward
as a centre for the creative arts as well as retaining a holy altar
within it for our sacred liturgy.
I hope this snapshot helps you to see who is coming! I am very
excited to be joining your community and look forward to sharing
our first Advent and Christmas together.
Every blessing

Jonathan
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Tarrant’s Tasty Treat….
No cook blackberry and chocolate cheesecake
200 grams dark chocolate (70% or above)
175 grams chocolate digestive biscuits
75 grams melted,unsalted butter
Pinch of salt
400 ml double cream
400 ml cream cheese
100 grams caster sugar
150 grams blackberries,fresh or frozen, plus extra for garnish
Line a 20 cm springform cake tin with baking parchment.
Melt the chocolate in a heat proof bowl over a pan of boiling water, making
sure that the bowl doesn’t touch the water. While it’s melting blitz the
digestive biscuits in two batches in a food processor until they’re the
consistency of fine breadcrumbs. Put in a bowl with the melted butter and
salt and mix until well coated. Pour them into the prepared tin and pack
them in by smoothing them down with the back of a spoon. Refrigerate until
you assemble the cheesecake. When the chocolate has melted to a smooth
consistency, remove it from the heat and allow to cool for a couple of
minutes. Whip the cream until it forms soft peaks and then slowly and
carefully fold in the melted chocolate until it is fully combined. Chill in the
fridge. Beat the cream cheese with the sugar and blackberries until it’s
purple,thick and smooth. Now combine half of the blackberry mixture with
the chocolate one, stirring until it’s fully incorporated.
Pour ¾ of the combined chocolate and blackberry mixture onto the biscuit
base and smooth down with the back of a spoon. On top of this pour over
the remaining purple blackberry mixture and smooth. Chill and then garnish
with cocoa powder and blackberries.
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Book Review
A Christian Guide to Environmental Issues

By Martin Hodson and Margot Hodson, BRF,
£9.99
Environmental sustainability is a major issue
for us all. In this extensively updated
edition, Martin and Margot Hodson consider
eight of the key current environmental
problems, giving the biblical basis for
looking after the environment and helping to
integrate environmental thinking into the
reader’s understanding of Christian faith.
This guide includes ethical reflections, Bible studies
focusing on a different biblical doctrine for each chapter,
and eco-tips to enable practical response. Among the
issues covered are climate change, food, biodiversity, and
population, together with the relationship between
environmental problems and issues relating to world
development.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Stert Country House Collectibles & Car
Boot Sale
Manor Farm, Stert, Devizes, SN10 3JD
(off A 342)

Saturday 11th September 2021
Sellers – from 6:30
Buyers - from 7:30 (£10) or 8:30 (£5)

Sarah Eberle’s Psalm 23 Garden – design tips for a calm
green space Bible Society, £6.50

Pitches limited – so book early - £25
(£40 if booked after 3rd September)

Sarah Eberle, winner of 17 gold medals at Chelsea and
Hampton Court Flower Shows, has designed the Bible
Society’s entry garden for the RHS Chelsea Flower Show
this month (September 2021).

Food and drink available

The theme of the garden is Psalm 23, and this is the fullcolour book of photographs to go
with it. Based on the themes of rest
and peace, it offers a place of refuge
and restoration, which is reflected in
the meditations and stories within
the book.

Loos provided
www.devizescruk.org

supported by

The book also offers tips from Sarah
Eberle on how to create your own
peaceful outdoor space.
16
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Services for September
Wednesday 1st September
8.30am
Morning Prayer
Thursday 2nd September
10.00am
Holy Communion
Friday 3rd September
8.30am
Morning Prayer

Sunday 5th September—The Fourteenth Sunday after
Trinity
10.30am Parish Communion
Tuesday 7th September
6.30pm
Holy Communion at St Mary’s

Down
1 Popular Christian author and humorist, Plass (6)
2 Transparent ice-like mineral (Revelation 4:6) (7)
3 Method of compelling surrender by surrounding target of
attack (2 Chronicles 32:1) (5)
5 Expose (Isaiah 52:10) (3,4)
6 Lonny (anag.) (5)
7 Utterance (1 Timothy 1:15) (6)
9 Husband of Deborah, the prophetess (Judges 4:4) (9)
13 Burial service (Jeremiah 34:5) (7)
14 What Christ threatened to do to the lukewarm church in
Laodicea (Revelation 3:16) (4,3)
15 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net (John
21:11) (6)
16 His response to Jesus’ decision to return to Judea was ‘Let us
also go, that we may die with him’ (John 11:16) (6)
18 There will be weeping and gnashing of … (Matthew 8:12) (5)
20 Walkway between rows of pews in a church (5)

Wednesday 8th September
8.30am
Morning Prayer
Thursday 9th September
10.00am
Holy Communion
Friday 10th September
8.30am
Morning Prayer
Sunday 12th September—The Fifteenth Sunday after
Trinity
10.30am Parish Communion

Thursday 16th September
10.00am
Holy Communion
6

Answers
ACROSS
1 access; 4 blinds; 8 rhyme; 9 loyalty; 10 Antwerp; 11
Aenon; 12 loftiness; 17 Satan; 19 Obadiah; 21 on earth;
22 storm; 23 exhale; 24 depths

Wednesday 15th September
8.30am
Morning Prayer

DOWN
1 Adrian; 2 crystal; 3 siege; 5 lay bare; 6 nylon; 7 saying; 9 Lappidoth; 13 funeral; 14 spit out; 15 ashore; 16
Thomas; 18 teeth; 20 aisle

Tuesday 14th September—Holy Cross Day
6.30pm
Holy Communion at St Mary’s
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Friday 17th September
8.30am
Morning Prayer
Sunday 19th September—The Sixteenth Sunday after
Trinity
10.30am Parish Communion
Tuesday 21st September—St Matthew the Apostle and
Evangelist
6.30pm
Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Wednesday 22nd September
8.30am
Morning Prayer
Thursday 23rd September
10.00am
Holy Communion
Friday 24th September
8.30am
Morning Prayer

Across
1 ‘Through [Christ] we have gained …. by faith into this
grace’ (Romans 5:2) (6)
4 Deprives of sight (Deuteronomy 16:19) (6)
8 The words of a hymn do this (mostly) (5)
9 Faithful allegiance (1 Chronicles 12:33) (7)
10 Belgium’s chief port (7)
11 Where John was baptizing ‘because there was plenty of
water’ (John 3:23) (5)
12 Imposing height (Psalm 48:2) (9)
17 Jesus’ tempter in the wilderness (Mark 1:13) (5)
19 Comes between Amos and Jonah (7)
21 ‘Your will be done’ … as it is in heaven’ (Matthew 6:10) (2,5)
22 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5)
23 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6)
24 ‘Out of the… I cry to you, O Lord’ (Psalm 130:1) (6)
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Sunday 26th September—The Seventeenth Sunday after
Trinity
10.30am Parish Communion
Tuesday 28th September
6.30pm
Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Wednesday 29th September - St Michael and All Angels
8.30am
Morning Prayer

Thursday 30th September
10.00am
Holy Communion
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Happy Birthday!

Saturday 11th September
Candles should be lit and songs sung in Devizes on Wednesday 8
September. For that date is the birthday of one of our parish’s patron
saints, none other than the Blessed Virgin Mary. The feast day goes
back to the 7th century, although nobody knows on what actual
date Mary was born, any more than when her son was.
In fact Mary has a glut of feast days. Look in the Anglican calendar:
as well as her Birth (8 September) you will find her Conception (8
December), the Annunciation (25 March), her Visit to Elizabeth (31
May), her Purification (2 February) and the great feast of 15 August,
celebrated in the East as her ‘Falling Asleep’ and by Roman
Catholics as her Assumption into heaven. Not to mention Christmas
Day …

Annual Ride and Stride
If you wish to take part or if you
wish to sponsor someone taking
part, please contact David Evans
721527

Is all this attention or devotion excessive? Does the focus on Mary
threaten to eclipse her son? Many Protestants over the centuries
have thought so, even to the point of erasing her name and
destroying her images. And with some forms of Marian devotion
perhaps you can see their point – as with supposedly wonderworking statues, or as when prayers are directed to Mary rather than
to Jesus in the hope that the benign mother can sway her stern son
to mercy.
Marian devotion has come under suspicion from feminists too. For
Mary has often been projected as a model for women and girls –
meek, submissive, virginal and demure, even conceived without sin –
so that her humility effectively props up the patriarchal order of
society.
And students of the New Testament may point to the relatively sparse
mention of Mary in its writings; or to the fact that Jesus seems to have
been at odds with his own family and even called followers to
forsake family ties.
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Friends of St John’s and St Mary’s Churchyards
New Scented Border at St John's.
With many thanks to Community Payback for doing the prep work !
Planting will take place at our next Working Party on 8th Sept, 2pm anyone wishing to help out, or just wanting to see what's happening,
please come along! - everyone welcome!!
Ideally we could do with a few more scented shrubs. If anyone is able
to donate, or has a scented shrub in their garden that they no longer
want, please contact the office.

Yet, even if the actual mentions of Mary in the gospel story are few,
they are immensely significant. She is the one who literally bears the
Messiah for nine months and presents him to the world: hence her
ancient Greek title Theotokos or ‘God-bearer’. She nurtures him and
oversees his childhood. She is with him at his death and with his
apostles at Pentecost and after.
Above all, this is no veiled submissive maiden but a bold risk-taker,
who says ‘Yes!’ to the (literally) inconceivable. And a jubilant
prophet of God’s justice. ‘He has shown strength with his arm,’ she
sings; ’he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He
has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the
lowly. He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich
away empty.’ Here, even before her son is born, is the good news of
revolution that he will enact (and that his Church has so often
betrayed by seeking worldly power).
Rising above the gable end of St Mary’s
church is the figure of our patron saint
cradling her young son. She has stood
there for nearly 600 years, surviving wind
and rain and Puritan hostility. Mary is
exalted above the church, the town and
the world, as she presents her Son to us
and invites us to join in her own exaltation.
So the Church sings with her at Evensong
every day:
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my
spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has looked with favour on the
lowliness of his servant.
Surely from now on all generations will
call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great
things for me, and holy is his Name.
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Christopher Burdon

Sheep’s Tale (Luke 15:1-7) By Daphne Kitching

I didn’t know I was lost,
Just thought I’d try a new path,
Walk a different way for a while.
After all, the rest of the flock
Seemed so comfortable, so sure of themselves.
I’d sometimes felt alone
Even with the ninety-nine all around me.
Then there was my voice – always one bleat behind,
And just because I sat behind that particular bush
Where the ewes always congregate,
I got pushed to the edge of the flock.
So, yes, I’d strayed a bit,
But I wouldn’t say I was lost exactly,
Just wandering.
That was until night fell,
And I fell
Deep into danger,
Far from the flock,
Lonely and yes, lost now
And wanting so much to go home,
Not knowing how,
Needing help,
And the night so dark.
Then out of darkness
His voice of light,
Searching,
His arms of rescue,
Saving,
His heart of love,
Rejoicing
Because He found me,
My Shepherd.
He came to look
For me.
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